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PREFACE 

TMONG monuments marking the progress of civilization throughout the ages, the World’s 
Columbian Exposition of 1893 will ever stand conspicuous. Gathered here are the forces 
move humanity and make history, the ever-shifting powers that fit new thoughts to 


new conditions, and shape the destinies of mankind. Evidenced on every side are subordinations 
of the physical and the enduring supremacy of mind, while ready at hand are all those 
contrivances of civilization which help to elevate and ennoble man, to retine his tastes, enlarge 
his ideas, enrich his interests, and further his deliverance from the despotisms of nature. Halos 
ot fresh thought descend and possess us. Questions and ambitions arise, instinct with new 



l^i_r%)l 


powers and new purposes. Objects of beauty meet the eye and illumine the imagination; the aroma of culture 
tills the air, and knowledge is drawn in at every breath. Here is vitalizing food for men of reflection, for 
men ot action, a wealth of stored experiences which comes to us as an inheritance of the past and a promise 
of the future—instrumentalities, each having its influence on the social structure, to the greater unity of mind in 
all that pertains to the happiness of the race. Men are flashes ot thought, which come and go; results alone 
remain. Human nature changes but little, if at all; it is in this laboratory of life, with its enkindling, ener¬ 
gizing potency, that are found those realities of progress which underlie the surface polish of society, and 
which carry all before them. 

Obviously, a gathering like this of men and things from every quarter, each country contributing of its 
best, must promote intellectual activity and physical energy, and accelerate progress in all its departments. As 
the intellectual and industrial are quickened, so are the moral and aesthetical, the tendency being to enlarge the 
social ideal, to lessen the evils of isolation, and bring into greater prominence organization in humanity. There 
is an education which seems perpetually to test the intellectual possibilities of man; an education which comes 
irom the commingling of peoples and the comparison of things, quickening sympathy and promoting harmony 
in the whole human family; an education lor the educated, for the intelligent and studious, who naturally 
derive the greatest benetit and enjoyment from that intercourse which stimulates thought, and tends to the 
repression of learned egotism. 

As the work of social reconstruction proceeds, the spirit of unity strengthens, and intellectual supremacy 
becomes more and more pronounced, lor we must henceforth look to social power for our greatest benefits, 
political power having already bestowed upon us its best. 

More than forty years have elapsed since the first of the great world’s fairs was opened in London, 
covering a space of a million square feet, and contained within the walls of a single edifice. At the time it 
was regarded as a marvellous achievement, an undertaking which would not be again attempted, and certainly 
would not be excelled for many a year to come. But the success of this exposition, its financial success, its 
success as an artistic and spectacular display, and as a display of industrial products and mechanical inventions, 
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quickly led to others, each surpassing its predecessor in magnitude, and for the most part in the character of 
its exhibits. Just as the London Exhibition of l8vl was thrown into the shade by those held later in Paris, Vienna, 
and in London itself, so all were eclipsed by the Philadelphia Fair, which, on the hundredth anniversary of the 
nation’s birth, introduced a new era in the nation's industries and arts. Even on a more magnificent scale was 
the Paris Exposition of 1889, the centennial anniversary of the founding of the first republic. All these efforts, 
however, have been far surpassed by the Chicago Exposition, dedicated in October, 1892, to the great navigator 
who four centuries ago set foot on New World shores, opening the way for the founding in this western 
hemisphere of many nations and governments. But though the plan of the present international exposition 
arose in the desire to celebrate in a proper manner the discovery of America by Columbus, the originating 
idea was made subordinate to the purposes of progress, and the celebration soon became lost in the exhibition. 
A hundred years hence it may be this Exposition will itself be deemed worthy of a celebration, and that without 
other excuse than its merits, for at the Chicago Exposition there is no greater wonder than the Exposition— 
except Chicago. 

During the four decades that have elapsed since the date of the first universal exposition, such marvels 
have been wrought in the way of industrial, mechanical, and commercial enterprise as have placed the world as 
many old-time centuries forward in the path of progress- In l8Vl there were in the United States but a few 
thousand miles of railroad and telegraph line. There are now 170,000 miles of the former, and more than that 
mileage of the latter. Apart from telegraphy the uses of electricity were almost unknown. It is now applied 
to locomotion, to the lighting of streets and buildings, and to other purposes for which but a few years ago 
its application would have been deemed impossible. Of still more recent origin are such marvels of inventive 
ingenuity as the telephone and phonograph. Meanwhile, improvements in mechanical appliances have more than 
doubled our volume of agricultural and manufactured production, giving to us the means of supplying all Europe 
with food staples and all the world with manufactured wares- The decades of the past, however, have not 
proved more prolific of beneficial results to the race than will the decades of the future. Following each one 
of these throngings of humanity, wherein all men and nations are brought nearer to one another, into closer 
commercial, political and social relationships, is a general awakening of intellect, and a further polish given to 
the surface of human affairs. 

And as in its ethical influence this industrial display is but little behind its intellectual and material 
influence, so in the artistic it is but little behind the ethical. If for science and industry an historical panorama 
like this does so much, for art and the cultivation of the beautiful it will do more. The Exhibition itself, and 
taken as a whole, is a work of art; in the selection or rather creation of the site, laying out the grounds, and 
placing the buildings, the artistic instinct was brought into play no less than in the architecture and decorations. 
Grounds and buildings in their general aspect are things of beauty, and will do more for art in America than 
a generation of teachings after the ordinary method. Art and architecture are baptized anew in the healthful 
atmosphere of our great mid-continent. Nothing has been done for a mere display of skill and ingenuity, but 
everywhere the marvellous is made subservient to the useful and reasonable. Yet in general effect few if any 
grouped buildings ever presented a more artistic or impressive spectacle, homogeneous and scholarly, being a 
triumph of the aesthetical no less than of the material. 

Of the several world’s fairs which have been held, little now remains in the way of description save what 
has been preserved in books. In due time, their purpose accomplished, most of the buildings of the present 
Exposition, these splendid edifices which have been reared to science, art, and industry, and to which all the 
world has made its pilgrimage, will be taken apart, and their contents removed. Then all that will be left of 
this brilliant spectacle will be in the minds of men and in printer’s ink. Many of the beneficial effects will remain, 
as I have already indicated, in garnered experiences and crystalizations of thought; much will be lost which 
were well worth preserving. The reproduction and record in book form will exercise an influence for good 
throughout the centuries. In this age of ideas, which in these splendid displays find such fitting expression, 
how greatly is civilization indebted to the printer’s art, and how important it is that this art should be properly 
exercised, that the books written should be true to their great exemplar! The writing and publishing of a book 
which shall attempt to do justice to the subject offers a field for the highest ambition. It should be in the 
strictest sense a work of art as well as of material and moral instruction, and above all should faithfully 
reproduce this panorama of the nations, so brilliant and yet so transitory. It is the earnest hope of the author 
that his task will not prove altogether unworthy of this greatest of human displays, but in some small degree 
will aid, like the Exposition itself, in promoting a broader sympathy and fellowship in humanity, and enable us 
somewhat further to fathom the undeveloped might of man. 




CHAPTER THE FIRST 

FAIRS OF THE PAST 

F all the records of our race there are few more ancient than the records of its trade, and even 
in this nineteenth century there arc countries in which traffic is still conducted almost as in 
the days of the Pharaohs. Says Ebers, in his rlgyptcu mid die Bucher Moses: “The 
traffic of the 
Nile with the 




East is still carried on about 
as in Joseph's time, the car¬ 
avans bringing in their goods 
with Ishmaelites as leaders. ” 

It was not until the days 
of Solomon that the 1 Iebrews had 
an established foreign trade ; nor 
was this trade, as some would 
have us believe, of a purely mari¬ 
time character; for by Solomon 
were built and fortified the cities 
of Palmyra and Tadmar, the 
former as a caravan station 
for traffic with eastern Asia, 
and the latter as a point 
on the great caravan route 
between Babylon and 
Damascus. In the 
first book of Kings 
we have mention 
of a toll being 




levied on this traffic, and the cities of 
store there alluded to were merely ba¬ 
zaars or periodical fairs. 

Among the Phoenicians, for centuries the foremost of commercial 
nations, the fair does not appear to have been a favorite institution ; but 
those of other countries were largely attended by Phoenician merchants, 
who knew how to turn them to their own advantage. “They fre¬ 
quented,'’ says Movers in his Die P/uvnizicr , “the great and small 
festivals of the Israelites, which were connected with fairs, and the 
festivals of lower Egypt were connected with the arrival of the cara¬ 
vans from Phoenicia twice a year.'' Elsewhere, as this writer 

- 

remarks, eastern trade was facilitated and 
promoted by the old custom of holding 
fairs at the sacred places in connection 
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with tin* great festivals, and with 
tlir scattered and often disunited 
nomatlie tribes ol Arabia and 
Africa such festivals wore the 
nnlv means ol intercourse. 

At the fairs held in main 
of the principal seaports and in 
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to tlu' coasts ol A Inca and 
ostan. while through the 
Straits ol (iibraltar their vessels 
| v, | sSi ‘d north to tht' British isles 
for cargoes of tin, and to the 
shores of the Baltic for amber. 
All the products ot their own 
and other lands, whether articles 
ol common use or such as would 
cater to luxury and lashion, were 
carried from far and near be¬ 
tween the leading marts ol traffic 
by these ea^er and covetous 
traders. 

\niong the ancient («reeks 
there were fairs in connection 
with their popular assemblies, 
or games, where trading was an 
i.it as tar back as the days ol 





especially those held for political purposes, and even at the Olympic and 
important feature. Such at least is the statement of C icero, who relates 
Pythagoras the religious games were frequented by merchants (or the purposes ol tra I lie. At Delphi annual lairs 
were held, partaking of a religious character, as was the case in most European countries until far into the 
middle ages. In Rome, the market-place where Horace loved to stroll while bargaining for his corn and oil, 

was thronged with vast multitudes on occasions of festive and political gatherings, and on such occasions the 

special facilities for trade gave to these markets the character of fairs. 

Among African nations, whether savage or civilized, the commercial instinct is strongly developed, and 
even in the interior of the dark continent most of the tribes are to a certain extent engaged in trade, b or 

many centuries Cairo was the emporium tor some of the choicest productions of the earth, and here annual lairs 

were held on the arrival of the caravans from 
Syria, Arabia, and central Africa, bringing 
with them goodly stores of gold dust ivory 
and ostrich feathers, aromatics, spices and 
perfumes, together with bands of slaves, the 
traffic in human Hesh yielding larger protits 
than all the rest. In the villages scattered 
throughout the Congo basin periodical markets 
are held for the sale of food and clothing, 
and on the lower Niger there are fairs once 
a fortnight at various points, permitting com¬ 
mercial intercourse with neighboring tribes, 
and forming the nearest approach to foreign 
commerce of which this region is capable. 

In the district traversed by Mungo Park fairs 
were not infrequent. “At Sansanding, near 
Sego," he says, * 4 there is a very large space 
which is appropriated for the great market 
every Tuesday. On this day astonishing 

crowds of people come from the country to purchase articles at wholesale, and retail them at the different villages. 

At Mecca is held, during the annual pilgrimage, the greatest of Arabian fairs, and one of the greatest in 
the world, the concourse, though largely diminished within recent years, often exceeding 100,000 of the faithful. 


f 
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AN ENGLISH FAIR 


among whom is a large admixture of merchants and traders. Elsewhere in Arabia there are fairs and festivals 
in many localities on certain days of the week, attended by the villagers from all the country round, traffic 
being followed by games, races, recitations, and other amusements. In the province of Hasa the fair is one of 
the most ancient of its institutions, and among others may be mentioned those held at Hofhoof, and at the town 
of Mebarraz, toward the north, where the booths are so arranged as to form temporary streets and squares. 

L he goods exposed lor sale would appear to be selected more for utility than elegance, and include such articles 
as br ass utensils, coarse clothing and sandals, muskets and daggers, with a miscellaneous assortment of beasts of 
burden, especially of camels and drome¬ 
daries. By professional peddlers are 
offered, in temporary booths, glass brace¬ 
lets, beads, and mirrors, with arm and 
ankle rings of copper, brass, or silver, 
while elsewhere are piled in front of the 
vendors, both male and female, bags of 
meal and Hour, bundles of sugar cane, 
and heaps of vegetables and fruit, of 
charcoal and firewood. 

At Ocadh was held, once a year, 
a general assembly of the tribes, with 
a fair on the Sabbath of each week. 

1 rafhc was not, however, the main ob¬ 
ject of this gathering, but rather to 
encourage a friendly emulation among 
their poets. Nowhere was poetry held 
in greater esteem than among the Arabs, 
whose orations were often delivered in 
metrical diction, and by whom no accom¬ 
plishment was held in such esteem as 
that of writing smooth and elegant verse. 

1 he rise of a new poet was made a subject of congratulation by the neighboring tribes, and only on two other 
occasions were such congratulations tendered, these being the birth of a boy and the dropping of a foal of superior 
bi *eed. 1 he assembly, with its attendant fair, was suppressed by Mohammed, in whose days poetry could not 
go hand in hand with the Koran and the sword. 

In India the local traffic of the larger towns is conducted at the bazaars, which arc in the nature of 
permanent markets, while, at many of the villages, weekly markets or fairs are held, with larger annual gatherings 
at certain points, originally for devotional purposes, but where in more recent vears religion has only served as 
an excuse for traffic and amusement. One of the largest of these fairs is held at Hurdwar, on the upper Ganges, 
during the season of the vernal equinox, and is attended by 200,000 to ^00,000 visitors, while at the sacred 
festival, held every twelfth year, it is said that no less than 2,000,000 pilgrims and merchants are present. On 
such occasions every article of home production is offered for sale, and thousands of the smaller class of traders 
add to the collection everything that can be packed into a peddler’s wallet. 

But it is with the fairs of Europe and America 
that we are more immediately concerned, and before 
J presenting a brief outline of their history, a few re- 
X ' marks may be of interest as to their origin and 

characteristic features. In the; majority of instances 
the ancient fairs of Europe were established in con¬ 
nection with religious festivals, and hence were held 
within or near some place of worship, or on some 
sacred spot, as around the shrine of a martyr, or the 
tomb of a saint. At first these gatherings were 
purely for devotional purposes, but presently a certain 
business was transacted in provisions, the demand for 
which increased with the influx of worshippers. Then 
came the idea of profiting by this traffic, followed by 
the attendance of merchants who offered for sale a 
variety of wires. In describing a miracle wrought at 
the tomb of St Eugene, it is related by Gregor}' of 
lours that, on the anniversary of his martyrdom, merchants offered their goods for sale in the atrium of the 
church, and, says Levasseur, writing of the Carolingian period in his Ifisfoire dcs Classes Onvricn's , “The aisles 
of the cathedral were then in Christian towns what the forum had been in Roman cities.” At the fair of St 
Denis, the origin of which was an indictum, or assembly of the people, summoned by the archbishop of Paris in 
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1109, n. piece of wood, from the true cross w;is exhibited, 
and such was the curiosity of the people that almost until 
its suppression in 1789, this became one ol the most 
popular of all European fairs. 

Before and during the middle ages fairs were of 
unquestionable benefit, especially to remote and inland 
countries, where, even in the larger cities, shops were 
restricted in number, as were the articles offered for sale. 
Moreover, to many of them were granted valuable priv¬ 
ileges, together with special facilities for traffic. For the 
most part they were exempt from taxation, and those who 
attended them received the protection of government for 
their persons and property, advantages duly estimated at 
a time when travel was difficult, and unsafe, and when 
commerce was burdened with imposts of every conceivable 
description. Such institutions were also beneficial as a 
means of instruction, bringing distant communities into 
closer contact with civilization, and affording an opportunity 
for comparing the qualities of home-made and foreign goods. 
With the development of legitimate commerce, however, 
they gradually became unnecessary, and now belong to an 
order of things that is rapidly passing away. In the United 
States fairs of this kind never acquired a permanent foot¬ 
hold, and if established in a few instances, were not consid¬ 
ered of the same importance as among old-world communities. 

In England the first fairs of which there are any 




record were in the opening years of the third century, at prince albert 

which date they were already regarded as a public necessity. 

As some have it, the word fair is derived from the Latin forum, a market place, though a more probable 
derivation is from feriae, the festival days of the church, since in olden times fairs were held on such days in 
the churchyard, or even in the church itself. In the days of the Plantagenets the revenues proceeding from 
fairs were granted by' the reigning sovereign to the dignitaries of the church, or for charitable purposes, as 
when King John bestowed a charter on the Stourbridge fair for the support of a leper hospital. Occasionally, 
however, they were applied to baser uses, the king's jester, for instance, receiving in 1133 a charter for the 
fair of St Bartholomew, held annually after that date until 1855, when this, the last of all the London fairs, 
was abolished as had been the rest, as public nuisances, “productive of grievous immorality." 

While, during the first half of the present century, national exhibitions, and some almost of an 

international charac¬ 
ter, were held at the 
metropolitan cities of 
Europe, prejudice and 
indifference long 
stood in the way of 
such enterprises in 
the United Kingdom. 
Some minor efforts 
there were, as in the 
exposition of 1828, 
which, after a linger¬ 
ing existence of sev¬ 
eral years, sank to the 
level of a bazaar; but 
the only one approach¬ 
ing to national im¬ 
portance was at 
Birmingham in 1849, 
and then considered 
as a marvel of indus¬ 
trial display. At 
length, after the 
spread of railroad and 
steamship lines had 
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brought England into closer communication with the industrial and commcicial centics < 
determined to hold in London an international exhibition on Such a scale as had never beioie been witnc 
A royal commission was appointed, and on a site appropriated for the purpose in Hyde park, was erected me 
temple of glass and iron known as the Crystal Palace, afterward removed in sections to its present location at 
Sydenham. It was in truth a stupendous and yet a tasteful edifice, its length corresponding in number ot left 
with the date of the year, with a width of 400 feet, and an annex of large proportions, covering 111 all an area 
of some 23 acres. 

For the design, competition was invited from the architects of all civilized nations, and with the result 
that out of the 230 plans submitted, that of Joseph Paxton, who adopted as his model the leaf of the Victoria 
Regia, or African water lily, was the one selected. In the construction of this building, one of the largest as 
vet erected on the face of the earth, there were used 900,000 square feet or 400 tons of glass, with 3,3°° iron 
columns, and of lumber and other materials sufficient to build a city almost as large as was then the city of 
Chicago. Within a few months the structure was completed by an army of workmen, mustering at times more 
than 2,000, and with many additional thousands employed in other departments of the enterprise. 

On the first of May this so-called Great Exhibition was opened by the queen in person, in the presence ol 
such an assemblage as had seldom before been gathered on British shores. The inaugural address was delivered 
by p r ince Albert, one of the originators of the enterprise, and among the invited guests were such men as 
Lord Palmerston and the duke of Wellington. At a banquet given by the mayor of London the prince delivered 
an after-dinner oration, from which the following extract may be of interest; for his remarks apply with oven 
more pertinence to the days in which we live: “Nobody who has paid any attention to the particular features 
of our present era, will doubt for a moment that we are living at a period of most wonderful transition, which 
tends rapidly to accomplish that great end to which all history points, the realization of the unity of mankind, 
not a unity' which breaks down the limits and levels the peculiar characteristics of the different nations of the 
earth, but rathe:r a unity, the results and products of these very national varieties and antagonistic qualities. 
The distances which separated the different nations and parts of the globe are gradually vanishing before the 

achievements of modern in¬ 
vention, and we can traverse 
them with incredible speed; 
the languages of all nations 
are known, and their acquire¬ 
ment placed within the reach 
of everybody; thought is com¬ 
municated with the rapidity, 
and even with the power of 
lightning. On the other hand 
the great principle of the 
division of labor, which may 
be called the moving power 
of civilization, is being ex- 
tended to all branches of 

science, industry', and art. 

*/ 

While formerly the greatest 
mental energies strove at uni¬ 
knowledge, and that knowledge was confined to few, now they are directed to specialties, and these amiin 
minutest points. Moreover, the knowledge now acquired becomes the property of the community at lan>r. 
pproaching a more complete fulfillment of that great and sacred mission which he has to perform 
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vers a I 
to the 


Thus man is 
in this world 

1 he exhibiting space was equally divided between home and colonial products and those of foreign lands, 
while of the 14,000 exhibitors somewhat less than half were of foreign nationality. Here was for the first time 
presented a general display of the productions of the civilized world, divided into the four departments of raw 
material, manufactures, machinery, and fine arts, and with 30 classes or subdivisions, of which only onc was 
devoted to art, and contained but an indifferent collection, though including a few such gems as Powers’ Greek 
Slave, for the first time displayed to English critics. Of all the exhibits the one that attracted most attention 
was the famous Koh-i-noor diamond, around which clustered a ceaseless throng of the more vulgar shdit-seers 
eager for the hurried glance allowed them while passing in endless procession between files of the London polic e 

I11 the United States the Great Exhibition aroused but a feeble interest, the number of American visitors 
not exceeding 5,000, while ot exhibitors there were somewhat less than 500. Of awards, however we received 
a larger proportion than any of the foreign participants, including 107 medals and 5 ^ honorable 
among other prizes being those awarded to McCormick’s reaper, to the woolen and 
Massachusetts and Rhode Island, and to American wagons, buggies, and trottitm sulki 
strength, and durability were somewhat of a surprise to our English cousins. 
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During the 144 days that its doors remained open this fair was visited 
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WORLD'S FAIR, DUBLIN, 1853 


or an average of 42,000 a clay, with receipts of about s2.500.000 against an outlay of less than si,500,000. it 
is worthy of note that this, the first of our great world's fairs, was the only one which has thus tai ptou c 
a areal financial success, and that with a smaller expense and shorter existence than any, its earnings were the 

largest recorded prior to our own Centennial Exposition. As to its minor features it may be mentioned 

that goodly profits were secured, not 

only by the managers, but by those to 
whom special privileges were awarded. 
Thus the firm to whom was granted, 
for s 16,000. the right of printing cata¬ 
logues, sold about 300,000 copies for the 
sum of $75,000, netting from $30,000 
to $40,000 by their bargain. But still 
more fortunate was he who obtained 
the contract for supplying refreshments, 
for which he paid but $27,500. against 
$375,000 as the total of receipts. To 
the average sight-seer a spectacle loses 
much of its interest if not accompanied 
with eating and drinking, and that this 
was no exception is shown In' the enor¬ 
mous consumption of victual and drink, 
though meals were limited to cold meat, 
potatoes, bread in some shape, and 
temperance beverages. Among other 
articles there was consumed 2,350,000 
oaves and cakes, or nearly half a loaf or cake to each visitor, with 700,000 pounds of ice, 70.000 of ham, of 

Deef an unknown quantity, and other materials in proportion. 

The success of the Great Exhibition, and especially its financial success, led to similar enter piises 
n every portion of the civilized world, of which mention will be made in connection with the countries to 
,vhich they belonged. In England another exposition was projected for 1861, but the death of Prince Albert 
xiused its postponement until the following year. On the first of May, 1862, it was opened in the 
grounds of the Horticultural Society, London, with one of the most imposing pageants ever witnessed in this 
and of civic display. The building, including its annexes, covered an area of more than 23 acres, and was 
surmounted, or rather consisted in part of two immense domes, larger than St Peters, between which was a 

nave 800 by 80 feet, leading into a central avenue, and to innumerable glass-roofed aisles, galleries, and 

transepts. The exhibits numbered about 28,600, and resembled in the main, though on a larger and superior 
scale, those of the Exposition of 1851, as also did their classification, except for a few additional subdivisions. 
Among the more attractive features was the display of manufacturing and mechanical processes actually at work, 
as of needle machines, lithographic and copper-plate printing, type-casting, wood-carving, and the making of 
fold chains. On account of the civil war the l nited States was poorly represented, with only 128 exhibitors, 

r*» 

to nearly all of whom were awarded either 
medals or honorable mentions. On this occa¬ 
sion the art display was one of which the 
managers had no cause to Ire ashamed, in¬ 
cluding nearly 3,400 original paintings, not a 
few of which have since become world famous, 
with goo pieces of statuary, and a vast array 
of engravings and architectural designs. 

Though with 27 more admission days, the 
attendance was but slightly above that of 
1851, and with receipts about $500,000 
smaller, yet leaving a. moderate surplus to 
the credit of the enterprise. 

That no world's fairs have been held 
in England since 1862 is due to the prevail¬ 
ing impression that, with the eve r-increasing 

variety of manufactures and mechanical and scene in brittany 

scientific appliances and inventions, these 

exhibitions would assume such mammoth proportions as to become unmanageable. It was therefore decided to 
hold an annual exhibition of the arts, of scientific inventions, and of manufactures, of the List only two 01 thru 
branches at a time, but in such rotation as would permit all classes of manufactures to be represented at least 
once in every ten years. Though at first these smaller expositions were well attended, their frequency' and the 
absence of anv novel features soon brought them into disfavor. 
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in Dublin, international exhibitions on a small scale were held in 1853 and 1865, both 
their existence to the liberality of private citizens. A feature in either was its art display, that 
one of the finest then extant, while many of the works in the collec tion of 1865 were secured 
government. Though fairlv attended they were not a financial success, and failed to arouse 


ot which owed 
of 183.3 being 
by the Hritish 
more than a 


local interest. 


in connection with art exhibitions should be mentioned 
were contributed some of the choicest gems in the possession of 
including those ot such masters as 1 lolbein and Van Dyke, Sir 


the one held in Manchester in 1857, to which 
the Royal Academy and of private individuals. 
Joshua Reynolds and Sir Thomas Lawrence. 
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I urning to 


the annals ot Lrench lairs and expositions, we find that among the most ancient of the 
former were those held at Lyons, by permission of the Roman conquerors, and probably dating back to the reign 
ol Augustus, who gave to the town its first large public improvements, and made it the seat of an annual 
assembly of deputies from the sixty cities of Gaul then under Roman sway. Early in the fifth century the 
lairs of Champagne were regarded as long established institutions, and about the middle of the seventh was 
granted to the monks of St Denys by Dagobert, king of the Franks, one of the first charters for this purpose 
of which any record remains, “for the glorie of Goddes and the honour of St Denys at hys festival," as a 
Saxon chioniclei has tianslated the royal missive. It is somewhat of a reflection on the age to learn that 
human chattels were among the commodities exposed for sale, and it is even related—and that on no dubious 
authority that breach children were taken in exchange for slaves, to be bartered away in foreign lands. In 
common with otlieis, the fairs of St Denys were largely’ attended by foreigners, the Germans bringing for sale 
then cattle, the Saxons from southern Angleland, or England, their tin and lead, while the Selavic nations 
furnished Other metals and metallic wares. In the reign of Childebert they were also frequented by Hungarians 
and Xcustrians, though losing somewhat of their importance with the decadence of commerce. 

Fairs could be legally established by the king alone, the first one instituted under the dynasty of the 
b ranks being authorized by royal edict, while, several centuries later, we find in the. capitularies of Charlemagne 
a clause forbidding markets of any kind, except such as might be authorized by prescription of the monarch"or 
his ministers. For those held at Troyes regulations were framed by Philip of'Valois, which fairly represented 
European legislation on this subject. There was a presiding judge and a court of justice, often with a jury of 
merchants or traders; there were police officers for the preservation of order and the execution of the court’s 
decrees; there were .notaries lor the attestation of bargains, and numerous other officials, among them the prud’ 
In mimes, whose duties resembled those of our market inspectors- -the examination of goods exposed for sale ind 
the condemnation of such as were unfit for use. In many districts, however, the jurisdiction of fairs, together 
with a toll on all moneys received for admission and for the sale of certain commodities, was assigned to tin 
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regular or secular clergy, the latter in trust for their churches, in Iront of which the fans wctc opened, with 
due Solemnity and ceremonial. 

In what may be called the later feudal period, from the closing years of the twelfth until nearly the 
middle of the fourteenth century, fairs were held at most of the towns and burghs, and in many of the villages, 
a st ties of such fairs forming in some districts a continuous market. By ordinance of 1327. says Bourquelot, in 
his Foircs rfc Champagne, commissions were granted by the wardens ot fairs lor the exchange of money. 1 he 
men thus privileged occupied a high position, and for their accommodation special stalls were provided, "opening 
on a square or street, containing a table with a cover, a bench, and scales. Some of them, who appear to have, 
been acquainted with the banking system of the Bombards and b lorentincs, added barking to their othei 
business, and there are instances where loans of money were made by the money changers ot Champagne to 
1 wench and foreign merchants. 

With the development of legitimate commerce fairs decreased in importance, though still affording many 
privileges, among them a partial exemption irom the all-devouring system of taxation inaugurated dining the 
latter dynasty of the Bourbons. In the reign of Louis XVI the right to establish fairs was still reserved by 
the monarch, and by his simple decree they could he created, modified, or suppressed. Finally, with a few 
exceptions, they wore swept away in the storm ol the brench revolution. Among those that still survive, the 
most prominent is held at Beaucaire, during the last week ol July, and to this certain privileges were granted 

by the courts of Toulouse. In the centre of the town a plaza is devoted to the 
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purpose, in which are erected hundreds of stalls, where is exposed for sale almost everything that forms an 
article of commerce. 

To the French belongs the honor of first adding the national exhibition to the local fair, though by the 
English this distinction is claimed for the London Society of Arts, whose displays date hack to the year 1761 
The latter, however, while partially of an industrial character, and including agricultural and other machinery, 
can not properly he classed as national exhibitions. The first one worthy of the name, though lasting but for three 
(lavs, and with only 1 10 exhibitors, was at the Temple of Industry, erected by Napoleon in 179S. in the 
Champs do Mars. Here, also, was established the system of awarding premiums and prizes by the jury system, 
and with a special gold medal offered to him whose exhibit should suggest the most effectual means of destroying 
British commerce. Others were held at brief intervals ending with 1806, but followed a few years later by a 
larger exposition held at the Louvre in t 8 r q, with more than 1.600 exhibitors, to whom were awarded some 800 
medals and premiums. All these, and similar expositions continued until the middle of the century, were merely of 
a national character, not through the indifference of foreign countries, but as a matter of policy, the breltch minister 
forbidding the introduction of foreign products as an innovation dangerous to the industries ol France. 

In 1844, and again in 1840, industrial exhibitions were held in Paris, each one on a larger scale, and 
containing more varied exhibits than any of its predecessors. Both were located in the Champs Llysees, that 




4 


TIIE BOOK OF THE FAIR 


of 1:849, though still only a national display, almost reaching the proportions of a modern exposition, with 5,000 
exhibitors and nearly 4.000 awards, in the exhibits, which consisted mainly ot manufactures and machineis in 

motion, there were no special features worthy of note. 

Of the four international exhibitions held in Paris, the first was opened in the Champs Ply sees 1 >\ 
Louis Napoleon on the 17th of May, 1855, and in the fine arts and their application to industrial products 
contained such a collection as had never before been brought together. Comparing the display with that of the 
Great Kxhibition in Condon, one could not but admit that Bonaparte s characterization ot the 1 > 11 tish as a nation 
of shopkeepers was in a measure justified; for in the one the most attractive feature was its lepiesentation 
of the. works of living artists, while the other was little more than an exhibit of raw produce, machinery, and 

manufactured goods. 

Even in the Palais de 1 ’ Industrie, the arts were well represented, though with a special building, styled 
the Palais des Beaux Arts, set apart for this purpose, while agricultural implements and other mechanical appliances, 
of which the London show so largely consisted, were consigned to inferior departments. At the close of the fail, 
on the 1 jth of November, medals were distributed among more than 10,000 of the 23,000 exhibitors, ot whom 

-- r - ~ " ' ' - 
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more than one-half were foreigners. The Exposition was an unqualified success, except for its financial affairs, 
and even this was of little moment, as the loss was borne by the government, and was more than compensated 
for by the amount expended by half a million of visitors. Among those visitors were the queen of England, the 
prince consort, and the prince' of Wales, with at least 40,000 of their subjects, for here was a more complete 
representation of British products than at the exposition of 1S51. 

Somewhat of a utilitarian character was the Exposition I niverselle, opened in April, 1867, in the Champs 
de Mars, a fitting site for a great world’s fair, since here was celebrated the festival of federation which preceded 
the overthrow of the Bourbon dynasty, and here, on the first of June, 1815, the great Napoleon held the last 
of his coronation ceremonies. At none of our international expositions, before or since, have the monarchies of 
the world been so largely represented, among those whom the French emperor entertained as his guests being 
the czar of Russia, the prince of Wales, the kings of Prussia, Denmark, Sweden, Portugal, the sultan of Turkov, 
and the khedivc of Egypt. 

One of the main purposes of the Exposition Cniverselle was to furnish, as far as possible, a complete 
exemplification of the industrial resources of mankind, so classified that nearly all branches of industry, as 
applied to the satisfaction of human wants, were here represented. One of the most interesting features was the 
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architectural display, in which were reproduced the buildings of all nations, including all styles, classes, and periods 
of civil, military, ecclesiastical, and domestic architecture, from a fortress to a guard-house, from a cathedral to a 
wayside chapel, and from the palatial residence of a European to the hut of an Eskimo and the tent of 
a Bedouin Arab, Not the least remarkable among the architectural specimens was the Exposition building itself, 
in the shape of an oval, covering 37 acres of ground, except for a small open garden in the centre, from which 
radiated twelve concentric aisles. The design, which was selected by Prince Napoleon, was such as to present 
the display of exhibits by classes and countries, so that each class of products could be followed in one continuous 
series through every producing nation. 

Though better represented than at former expositions, especially as to the display of machinery and inventive 
appliances, the United States had but 536 out of the 50,000 exhibitors. This country secured, however, a large 
percentage of awards, larger indeed than any other nation except France herself, including five grand prizes, 18 gold 
medals, 76 silver and 98 bronze medals, with 93 honorable mentions. As the American commissioner remarked, 
“The high position conceded by the verdict of the juries to American industrial products was not due in 
general to graceful design, fertile combinations of pleasing colors, elegant forms, elaborate finish, or any of the 
artistic qualities which cultivate the taste by awakening in the mind a higher sense of beauty; but it was owing 
to their skillful, direct, and admirable adaptation to the* great wants they were intended to supply, and to the 
originality and fertility of invention which converts the elements and natural forces to the commonest uses, 
multiplying results and diminishing toil.” At a meeting of foreign commissioners, held at the close of operations, 
it was recommended that other exhibitions should be held in rotation at the leading capitals of Europe ; that 
inasmuch as their usefulness depends not on size, but on .selection or quality, the tendency to increase the size 
of each succeeding exposition should be discouraged ; that in future no prizes be awarded ; that no goods be 
removed lor sale, thus degrading an exposition to the level of a bazaar ; and that for the better comparison of 
exhibits, arrangement should be by classes rather than by nationalities. Though offered by men whose experience 
and professional standing should have given weight to their opinions, it does not appear that these excellent 
suggestions were adopted at other of the great world’s fairs. 

On the first of May, 1878, was inaugurated, by President MacMahon, the Exhibition of the Works of Art 
and Industry of all Nations, the first held in Europe under republican auspices. Again the Champs cle 
Mars was selected as the site of the principal building, the Palais d' Industrie, arranged in a series of rectangular 
galleries, and with a dozen or more annexes outside its walls, covering in all an area of 54 acres. In the centre 
of this mammoth structure was the pavilion of Paris, containing the exhibits of the city in its corporate capacity, 
a neat and tasteful edifice absolutely novel in design. On the rue des Nations space was allotted to foreign 
participants, where each nation erected its own building according to its choice; and very odd was the choice of some 
of them, especially that of the United States, for the first time represented at European fairs by a home of its 
own. On the opposite side of the Seine, beyond the bridge of Jena, and half a mile distant from the Palais 
d Industrie, was the palace ot the I rocadero, afterward preserved as an exposition monument, and so named 
after a port in the Cadiz roads, captured by the French in 1823. 1 his was devoted to music and the fine arts, 

with spacious galleries and open colonnades, and in its centre a vast music hall, accessible from all portions of 
the building and the grounds adjacent. 

As in other ol the hrench expositions, the art display was its most attractive feature, and next to that 
the machinery departments, especially those of England and the United States. Science and literature were 
also liberally represented, and some of the more valuable contributions in these and other departments were 
from the national institutions of branee. Among the statuary were such gems as Albert Lefeuvres Jeanne 
d Arc as a Child, the groups styled Faith and Charity, by Paul Dubois, from the monument to General de 
la Moriciere, with others whose modelling, treatment, and design rank them among the classics of modern art. 
Among the paintings were the masterpieces of Meissonier, Jules Breton, Corot, the elder Daubigny, and artists 
of all the French schools, whom this nation of artists delights to honor. In the gallcrv assigned to the United 
States there were several works of acknowledged merit, as the engravings of Yeddcr’s Marsyas, Coleman’s 
\ enice Past and Present, Bunco’s Approach to Venice, and a cop}' by Ilovcnden of his Breton Interior 
in 1793. 

Though ranking only ninth as to number of exhibitors, the United States secured, as usual, a lar«e 
proportion of awards, with one diploma of honor, four grand prizes, and medals of honorable mentions granted 
to 850 out of 1,230 participants. On this, as on other occasions, the comparative insignificance of our 
display was due to the conservatism of congress, whose appropriation of si90,000 was less than one-third of the 
amount devoted by France, and below even the amount devoted by several British colonies and minor powers 
for their representation at the great show of 1893. 

Far beyond any of its predecessors was the International Exhibition held in the Champs de Mars in 1889 
the fourth in the French, and the ninth in the world's great series. So vast was the scale and vet so artistic 
the design that it became the wonder of the civilized nations of earth, and by all it was conceded that never before 
had been witnessed such a combination of the grand and beautiful in science, art, and industry. To recognize 
the merits of this stately panorama, one need not even have entered the buildings nor examined the contents 
though representing the highest achievements of which the human race was capable. The conception of tin 
project as a whole, the landscape effect of the site, the unique arrangement of the broad but graceful edifices 
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in one homogeneous and yet diversified plan, were alone sufficient to impress the visitor as a marvellous 
spectacular display. 

Intended, as it was, to celebrate the centennial anniversary of the first republic, its purpose forbade the 
participation of European monarchies, at least in their official capacity; but of foreign exhibits and visitors the 
number was larger than at any former international exposition. 1 he character of the exhibits will be learned 
from the appellation of the buildings, which included palaces of industry, of machinery, and of the fine and 
liberal arts, with ample space allotted to agriculture, horticulture, and manufactures. Interspersed among the 
main structures were groups representing, among other objects of interest, a street in Algiers, a i urkish village, 
the minarets of Tunis, and the dwellings of New Caledonia. Nor should we forget the world-famed Eillel tower, 
984 leet in height, one of the most attractive features of the exhibition, and still one of the curiosities of Paris. 

While the art galleries formed one of the 
most interesting features of this effort, it sur¬ 
passed, as I have said, all its predecessors as 
a great international exposition, with a larger 
scope and variety of exhibits than had ever 
before portrayed the phases of human industry. 

1 here were probably but few who could examine 
and fewer still who could appreciate in their 
entirety the treasures and attractions of this 
great spectacular display. To make the circuit 
merely of the grounds and buildings, the former 
occupying 173 and the latter 75 acres, required 
a journey of fifteen miles, and to form an intelligent 
estimate of their contents needed months of close 
observation and study. An enumeration of details, 
and still more a comparison, would be of itself an arduous 
task, for here was outlined whatsoever the toil and ingenuity 
of man had contributed to the welfare of his kind. Here 
were'the costliest merchandise, the choicest products of farm 
and factory, the most powerful machinery, the most recent inventions and appliances, the decorative art of China 
and Japan, the priceless art treasures culled from the studios of Italy and France,—all these and other departments 
without number representing the progress and relative condition of civilization. 

And how does Chicago compare with this artistic and industrial achievement after all her lavish expense 
and earnest striving to build up an exposition that should prove a credit to herself, and to the: nation which she 
lepresents? Said American visitors to the Paris fair: “Only in Paris can such marvels be accomplished. 
And yet m the opinion of critics, not only of American but of foreign critics, the World’s Columbian Exposition, 
taken in its entirety, will as far excel the Parisian display as the latter outstripped all previous efforts. As an 
able writer has remarked, “ 1 hose who fail to see the Exhibition of 1893, will fci.il to sec the most beautiful 
spectacle which has been offered to the eyes of our generation. But those who have time to see only its 
general aspect, without studying any of its collections, wonderfully interesting though these would be, will have 
seen the very best of it." 

Ol the 55,000 exhibitors at the Paris exhibition of 1889, only 1,750 were from the United States; but 
among these were distributed nearly 1,000 awards, including 52 grand prizes, 189 gold medals, 273 silver, and 
220 bronze medals, with 207 honorable mentions. As to visitors, the United States were more liberally represented, 
70,000 out ot the r,500,000 foreigners coming from beyond the Atlantic. Of English there were 380,000, of 
Belgians 225,000, of Germans 160,000, of Spaniards 56,000, of Swiss 52,000, and of Italians 38,000; no other 
European country having more than 10,000, though the civilized nations of the world, even far off Australia and 
New Zealand, contributed their thousands to this gathering ot the nations. During the 183 days that this 
1 aii 1 emained open from the sixth of May to the sixth of November—the total of admissions exceeded 28,000,000, 

nearly twice the attendance at the Exposition of 1878, and nearly thrice, that at our own Centennial Exhibition. 

1 he average daily admissions were 137,000, against 82,000 in 1878, and 62,000 in 1876, the greatest number 
being on the closing day, when no less than 400,000 persons were present, the largest gathering thus far recorded 
in the annals of great world’s fairs. Considering the superior attractions of the Columbian Exposition, an 
average attendance of 150,000 a day, as anticipated by its managers, is by no means an extravagant estimate. 

For the first time in the history of the French, or indeed of any other international expositions, except for 
those held in London, the undertaking of 1889 proved a financial success. The entire cost, including all articles 
chargeable to buildings and grounds, with operating and other expenses, was stated at $S, 300,000, or $300,000 less 
than the original estimate, against total receipts from all sources of $9,900,000, thus leaving a surplus of $1,600,000. 

I hat such results were obtained was largely due to strict attention to detail, to the perfect organization of every 
department, and to the experience and ability of managers and officials. But this margin of profit was one of 

the smallest issues of the affair, considered from a monetary point of view. It was estimated that, during the 

term of continuance, American visitors alone expended more than $50,000,000, while each of the 1,500,000 foreigners 
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may have expended, on an average, about $roo, or $150,000,000 in all. Add to this at least s \ 20,000,000, as 
the contributions of the French provinces, at the rate of 220 for each of the 6,000,000 sight-seers, and we have 
a total of $270,000,000 finding its way into Parisian coffers. So great, indeed, was tin.* influx of gold, that the 
reserves in the Bank of France were larger than ever before, while by storekeepers, theatres, hotels, restaurants, 
railroads, and in countless other directions, was felt the stimulating influence; of this gathering of the nations. 



In Austria, Germany, and elsewhere in central and northern Europe, fairs were common in the earlier 
centuries of the Christian era. At some of them slaves were offered for sale, and not a tew were held solely 

for traffic in human chattels. This custom 
was later introduced into England, probably 
by German traders, and though slavery was 
never among her institutions, differing in 
essential points from the villeinage for which 
it has been mistaken, barter in slaves was 
encouraged under the Norman, and perhaps 
under the earlier Flantagenet dynast) 7 . Of 
modern German fairs the largest and most 
attractive arc held at Leipsic, thrice a year, 
beginning with New Year’s daw Easter Sun¬ 
day, and Michaelmas day, the Easter fair 
being restricted to the display and sale of 
books, and attended by the principal book¬ 
sellers of Germany, and adjacent countries, 
with new publications to the number of 
several thousand entered on each of its annual 
catalogues. Other fairs are held at Frank- 
fort-on-thc-Main and Frankfort-on-the-Oder, 
but are no longer, as in former years, of world-wide interest and celebrity. Thus far no great international 
expositions have been held in Germany, though the country has been well represented in those of Europe and 
the United States, appropriating for her building and exhibits at the Chicago Pair the largest amount, with one 
exception, contributed by any of the foreign participants. 

A world’s fair opened at Munich in the spring of 1854, with 7,000 exhibits housed in a building modelled 
alter the Crystal Palace, but on a smaller scale, was cut short after a three months’ existence by the approach 
ot Asiatic cholera. An exposition held at Cologne in 1865 was limited to agricultural and horticultural exhibits; 
and in the same year was an industrial display at Stettin, with 1,450 exhibitors. At Berlin, in 1870, was an 
exhibition of drawing implements, probably the best thus far in its special line, as was, seven years later, the 
one at Ifambuig -devoted to the dairy products of European countries. 


WORLDS FAIR, MUNICH 1854 


hifth on the list of great worlds fairs, and first as to hugeness of aspect, was the one held under 
government control at Vienna in 1873. A commission was appointed for the purpose, selected from the chiefs 
('I depaitments, and from artists and men of science who had participated in former exhibitions. Bv the other 
nations of Europe commissions were also chosen, such as would do honor to the occasion; and never before 
had been assembled in the Austrian capital such an array of gifted and eminent men. At 
the head of the British commission was the prince of Wales, and among its members were 
the marquis of Ripori, Baron Rothschild, and the duke of Teck. Other foreign powers were 
represented by semi-royal commissions, and as president of the undertaking was appointed 
Aichduke Ivegniei, with Archduke Charles Louis as protector. But notwithstanding all its 
pomp and pageanti) the affair was not a success. By the almost unanimous verdict, at least 
of foreign visitors, it was condemned as inconveniently large, as cumbersome in design, and 
elephantine in proportions, while its defects were further increased by careless 
and inartistic grouping of exhibits. 

1 he displa) was made in the Prater, or park, in the suburbs of Vienna, 
the Cential paik of the Viennese, formerly a portion of the imperial domain, 

^ Llt ln 0 / () donated for public use by Joseph II. In the principal building, 
afteiward used as a national museum, was a nave more than half a mile in 
length, with sixteen intercepting transepts, and a colossal central dome, 350 
feet in diameter, at that time the largest in the world. In common with 
the Machinery hall, with its 2,600 feet of length, and its ten acres of 
exhibiting space, the main building was remarkable more for the bulkiness 
than foi the beauty of its architecture. Scattered throughout the grounds, 
amid the setting of their woodland scenery, were buildings erected by 
many nations. 
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In making its public announcement, some three years before the opening day, the Austrian government 
proposed to represent, as far as possible, the existing condition of modern civilization, together with all the 
branches of national economy, with a view to promote their further development and progress. As a display 
of industrial products, processes, and appliances, the collection of exhibits was one of the most complete that 
had thus far been brought together. The machinery department was perhaps its strongest feature, containing, 
as it did, almost every known variety. Through the centre of the hall extended from end to end an array of 
machinery in motion, separated by aisles on either side from that which required no motive power. Thus, for 
the space of half a mile, the visitors passed through unbroken lines of machinery of every conceivable pattern 
and use, and of every degree of power, magnitude, and workmanship. Among other attractions were the 
farming experiments conducted in the vicinity of the grounds, where might be seen at work steam and ordinary 
ploughs, with reaping, mowing, threshing, winnowing, and other agricultural machines and implements. 

Diplomas ot honor, medals, and honorable mentions were freely distributed among the 70,000 exhibitors, 
and of the awards 442, including nine diplomas and 2S4 medals, fell to the 654 exhibits of the United States. 
As at other international expositions, however, the people of the United States were not represented in a 
manner befitting their reputation for enterprise. “The very freedom and ease of sending to Vienna,” says 
Udward Uverett Hale, “tempted countless quacks to send their humbugs to the show; and in the same 
proportion the judicious have refrained. It became, to a considerable extent, an advertising display. The 
American exhibition at Vienna was full of quackeries, advertising themselves at the cost of the nation; and 
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this cannot be avoided, unless the collection of exhibits is made up on a system, as was so thoroughly done by 
the Japanese government. It is for such reasons that the Vienna Exhibition is certainly too large. If it is a 
specimen of the world, one wants a smaller museum made which may be a specimen of the Exhibition.” 

With the largest outlay, and apart from the Paris Exposition of 1867 the largest number of exhibitors, 
the receipts were the smallest so far recorded at any of our great world's fairs. The reasons for such results 
are contained in Mr Hale’s remarks, though also due in part to the extreme rapacity of hotel keepers, tradesmen, 
and others, who advanced their prices from 50 to 100 per cent, thus not only 1 deterring visitors from 
distant lands, but hundreds of thousands among the middle classes of Austria, Germany, and adjacent countries. 
Even within the grounds and buildings extortion was shamelessly practised, charges being made by those 
to whom concessions had been granted, even for the use of lavatories, chairs, and other conveniences that 
should have been provided free of cost. I he number of admissions lor which payment was made at the doors 
All to the low average of 19,000 a day; the entire receipts were si,750,000, against a total outlay of 57,850,000. 

In Holland, and in portions of Belgium, the annual fairs held at Amsterdam, Rotterdam, and other large 
cities are the signal for much boisterous merriment and rejoicing among all classes of the people. The theatres 
and shows are largely patronized, the farmers and villagers looking forward to the occasion as one on which to 
satisfy alike their household wants, their curiosity, and their taste for amusement. Then does the Dutchman 
lose his self restraint, parading the streets by day and night with noisy demonstrations and a vast consumption 
of solid and bibulous refreshments. An exhibition of Dutch industries held at Haarlem, in 1861, was followed 
in 1864 by one at Amsterdam, which included also an art collection, and again in 1869, at tin; latter city, by 
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one under the auspices of the Netherlands Society of 
Manufacturers. At Brussels and Ghent industrial exposi¬ 
tions have been held at intervals since 185b, for the most 
part of a local character. 

In Russia, fairs are still of frequent occurrence, widely 
distributed as to location, and of origin so remote as long 
to antedate those of other huropean nations, h rom time 
immemorial Russian merchants were accustomed to meet 
those of eastern countries at some point on the middle 
Volga, the site of the principal fair changing several times 
from the middle of the tenth century, when it was held 
in Bakhrimovo, until early in the nineteenth, when it was 
transferred to its present scat at Nijni Novgorod. At the 
first of these latter fairs in 1817, it was estimated that 
goods to the value of $27,000,000 changed hands, the 
amount increasing to $371,000,000 in 1880, and with an 
attendance of more than 130,000 traders, gathered from 
a region extending westward beyond the Russian borders, 
and eastward into the heart of Asia. The principal com¬ 
modities include manufactures of all kinds, especially iron 
and iron wares, with fabrics of cotton, linen, wool, and 
silk, with furs, skins, and leather, and with flour, fish, 
salt, tea, wine, brandy, and other articles of luxury and 
necessity. The prices of many classes of goods, and especially 
of textile manufactures is determined throughout central Russia 
by those established at the Nijni fair, as is also in part the amount 
of production, especially of iron and its manufactures. Fairs at Kiakhta, 
on the Chinese border, have lost much of their importance within 
recent years, as the result of the increased facilities of communication 
md the abolition of monopolies formerly held by Kiakhta merchants. Elsewhere in Siberia fairs are numerous, 
bv largely taking the place of legitimate commerce in this remote and sparsely populated region. In i860, and 
again in 1870, industrial expositions were held at St Petersburg, and two years later one at Moscow, the latter 
illustrating the progress of Russian manufactures. All were on a limited scale, and of a purely national character. 

The internal commerce of Turkey is mainly conducted by means of fairs, and is almost entirely in the 
hands of aliens, the Turks devoting themselves to agricultural and pastoral pursuits, though even from these 
they arc being gradually excluded as their lands pass into the possession of foreign mortgagees. Among the more 
important is the one held at Usundji, in Roumelia, at which the manufacturers of western Europe are largely 
represented. In modern Greece fairs are equally numerous, and at such gatherings held at many a point of 
historic interest, as at Pharsalia in Thessaly, the Greek trader still displays the shrewdness and business acumen 
for which he was noted in the days of Pericles. At Athens a national exhibition was held in 1859, and in 1863 
one at Constantinople, at which, in addition 
to Turkish products, there were also exhibits 
of foreign machinery. 


NOVGOROD 


In Italy the principal fair and festival, 
held in july and August of each year, at 
Sinigagiia, in honor of St Mary Magdalen, is 
attended by thousands of traders from 
southern and central Europe, and even from 
northern Africa. The wares exposed for sale 
consist mainly of silk and silken fabrics. In 
Florence was held in 1861 an exhibition of 
Italian industries, agriculture, and arts; but 
though the art collection and the display of 
agricultural products peculiar to northern and 
central Italy were varied and rich, they failed 
to attract more than a local interest. Previous 
expositions held in Italy, including one. opened 
at Naples some years before, were devoted 
almost entirely to agricultural exhibits. At 
Turin was also a display of Italian products 
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in 1870; at Naples in the following year 
was an international maritime exhibition, 
and one at Milan of selected branches 
of industry. 

In Spain, the most popular of her 
fairs and feasts is opened on the 15th 
of May in each year, at the hermitage 
of San Isidro del Campo, when such 
crowds assemble from far and near as no 
other Spanish festival has the power to 
attract. Except for a small display of 
industrial arts at Madrid, in 1854, nothing 
was attempted in this direction until 
1891, when provision was made by royal 
decree for a series of international cele¬ 
brations in honor of the fourth centennial 
anniversary ot the discovery of America. 
Among them the most prominent were 
thc> Exposicion 1 Iistorico-Americana, and 
the Exposicion Historico-Europca, to be 
opened simultaneously toward the close 
of the following year. The former was 
intended to illustrate the civilization of Spanish-Amcrica from the close of the fifteenth to the middle of the 
seventeenth centuries, a period which included the earlier efforts at colonization and settlement. This exhibit also 
purposed to represent the condition of the native races, their dwellings, arms, utensils, customs, and characteristics, 
together with the effect of European discovery, influence, and conquest. In the Ilistorico-European Exposition 
it was purposed to display the connection between European and American history from the year 1492, when 
the caravels of the great navigator anchored off Espanola, until in 1620 the pilgrim fathers set foot on Plymouth 
rock. In connection with these exhibitions other celebrations were held, of which the most interesting was the 
one at Huelva, consisting of a scientific, artistic, and literary congress, followed by festivals and naval demonstrations. 

Turning to our own continent, we find that, early in the sixteenth century, fairs were held by the native 
tribes of Mexico and Central America at all the larger towns, where 
agricultural and manufactured commodities were exchanged or sold to 
itinerant traders. To tlu; Nahua nations stores and shops were unknown, 
but in their place were daily markets, at which articles ot all descriptions 
were exposed for sale, with special markets or fairs at least once a week, 
and attended not only by local patrons but by merchants from all the 
country round. At each of the two market places in the ancient city of 
Mexico it is said that 100,000 people were not infrequently present, while 
at the suburbs of Tlatelulco was one larger than that at Salamanca, excit¬ 
ing the wonder of the Spaniards at the variety of wares exhibited and at 
the perfect order maintained. Here might be seen every species of the 
native fabric, with countless specimens of feather and metal work, in 
which the Aztecs excelled, with utensils and weapons, household 
furniture, provisions of all kinds, both cooked and uncooked, and an 
assortment of all the manifold products of prc-historic Mexico. By 
judges of the commercial tribunal disputes were settled, prices and 
measures regulated, and attempts at fraud or extortion severely punished, 
while the disorderly element was held in check by watchmen acting 
under their authority, by whom also taxes were collected on the several 
classes of merchandise. 

After the Spanish conquest daily markets continued to be held in 
all the larger towns, with fairs at the leading centres of commerce, held 
at certain seasons of the year. To Jalapa was transferred, in 1820, 
the annual fair before held at Vera Cruz on the arrival of the fleet 
from Spain, goods to the amount of $30,000,000 changing hands on 
such occasions, and the influx of wealth causing the inhabitants to change 
the ir simple mode of life for the habits, and too often for the vices, of 
the Spaniards. At these gatherings, wherever held, was conducted a 
large proportion of the commerce of the surrounding country, raw and 
manufactured products being exchanged for linen and other goods, and 
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oil and wine, together with cheap and gaudy trinkets, disposed of at enormous profits. After a day passed in 
driving bargains, the night was given over to gambling and carousal, not infrequently attended with loss of 


1 i f 




Other fairs there were of a religious 


nature 


as 


at 


San de Los Lagos, where throngs of devotees, 



assembling for worship at the shrine of the Virgin, mingled with the merchants and traders. 

\\ ithin more recent years fairs and exhibitions have been held under the auspices of the general and 
local governments, some of them of a national character, representing agricultural and manufacturing industries 
and works of art, while others were limited to the products of individual states. At brief intervals, beginning 
with 1849, there: were general exhibitions in the city of Mexico, and a project for an international fair, to take 
place in 1880, was favorably received, but was finally postponed. Meanwhile our sister republic has been well 
represented at several of the world’s expositions, as at those hold in Paris in 1855, in Philadelphia in 1876, at 
St Louis and Chicago in 1879-80, and at New Orleans in 1884-85, at all of which a number of medals, diplomas, 
and honorable mentions were awarded to her exhibits. 

Among the many nations of Central America periodical fairs were held at all the larger towns, at which 
a multitude of traders assembled from the country round. At the smaller towns and villages were also fairs, at 
which articles of food and dress, weapons, ornaments, and implements, with other commodities of various 
descriptions were exposed for sale in the market place or public square, all transactions being regulated bv a 
public official, whose duty was to correct abuses and punish those who attempted to violate the established 
laws of trade. 

As to the other native races of the North American continent, few of them appear to have held either 
markets or fairs, or indeed to have possessed any form of distributing agency. Some exceptions there are, 

however, as the Eskimos, among 

-- — 

whom, in addition to local fairs there 
are others, established probably soon 
after the Russian occupation of Alaska, 
at which furs are exchanged for Euro¬ 
pean commodities. 

In Peru fairs were held in the 
days of the Incas at some of the more 
populous towns, where traffic was con¬ 
ducted merely by the interchange of 
products ; for to the Peruvian, Indian 
trade in its proper sense was unknown; 
nor have any traces been preserved 
of the existence of foreign commerce. 
With the use of money, in whatever 
shape, they were entirely unacquainted, 
though from its mines were to be 
drawn the treasures which, for cen¬ 
turies after the conquest, should 
furnish the civilized world with the 
bulk of its metallic currency. 

Among the modern Peruvians it 
does not appear that the fair was 
ever a favorite institution, and it was 
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not until July, 1872, 
of President Balta. 


that the first national exhibition, on an extended scale, was opened under the auspices 
It contained a good display of native art and industry, among other objects of interest 
being a picture representing the funeral of Atahualpa, and statuary carved in alabaster, both by Peruvian artists. 


In the l nited States the word fair is commonly applied only to such industrial exhibitions as are held 
lor the encouragement of agriculture, manufactures, and the mechanic arts. Our first agricultural fair took place 
at Washington in 1804, and was repeated semi-annually for several years thereafter. Gradually the fair began 
to be recognized as an American institution, and since that date has spread to almost every state and county 
in the republic. 1 he first of our international expositions was held at New York in 1853, followed by one 
m 1805 at Philadelphia, the display consisting mainly of specimens of American produce and industrial skill. 
While recognized by the government and by several foreign powers, the former was stamped as a private 
speculation under the guise of a patriotic movement. So at least it was regarded by rival cities, though at the 
opening ceremonies commissioners were present from all the European participants. Another drawback was 
that, through some mismanagement, its doors were not opened until the hot season, or several weeks after the 
appointed time. I he building was planned and named after the Crystal Palace of 1851, but on a minor scale, 
and with certain original features in the design. Among the' more interesting exhibits was the display of 

machinery, in which department the United States excelled all other participants as to number, qualitv* and 
variety. 1 
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Such minor expositions have doubtless proved beneficial in promoting impiovemcnts in fanuin , hoitk ultuu, 
and stock-raising, and also in banding together these interests to defeat the machinations oi sjxcuatci., 
middlemen, ship-owners, and railroad Corporations. Partly to their agency was due, ioi instance., the csta > lsimcnt, 
in 1867, of the national grange, whose operations extended, a few years later, ovei 3° states, viti 1,400,00c 
members, and Si8,000,000 of capital invested in warehouses, elevators, and factories dependent on agiicu tuic <>1 
their supplies of material. By this grange agencies were established for the intei change 01 pioducts m ( ' ( U 
section of the republic, and to its patrons the most recent and reliable information was furnished as to tin condition 
of markets and crops. 

With the approach of the centennial year came a general desire to celebrate this anniveisaiy of the 
nation’s birth in a manner befitting her material greatness, and in such fashion that till othei countius 
might participate. For the purpose there could be no more suitable location than the city in \\hi(h the 
Declaration of Independence had been adopted and proclaimed ; and hence it was determined to hold m 
Philadelphia, in 1876, on a scale that had never before been witnessed, the Centennial Exposition of the W 01 Ids 
Industries. The first step was taken in March, 1871. when, by act of congress, a Centennial commission was 
created, in which all the states and territories were represented, and in the following year a Centennial boaid 
of finance. Soon afterward invitations were forwarded to the governments of all the civilized nations oi the 
world, and were very generally accepted, England, whose participation was at first regarded as doubtful, sending 
a collection of paintings valued at more than $1,000,000, with other exhibits of infinite number and variety, 
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representing all her leading industries. Such, indeed, was the demand for space, that special buildings were 
erected, not only for several of the foreign exhibits, but for those of states and territories, and even of individuals, 
so that in all there were more than 150 edifices, built at a cost of at least $7,500,000, and covering an area of 
60 acres, with 1,000,000 square feet allotted as the exhibiting space of the United States, 200,000 to Great 
Britain and nineteen of her colonies, including the dominion of Canada; to France and her colonies 100,000, and 
to other countries in smaller proportion. 

The site selected was a wide, level space in Fairmount park. In the grounds adjacent were wooded dells, 
ravines, and waterfalls, which, together with the venerable oaks that dotted the lawn-like expanse of turf, mive 
to the location a strong element of the picturesque. The main building, of brick and glass, with wrought iron 
columns and roof, was a stupendous structure, and one remarkable rather for immensity than for beauty of 
design. It was more than a third of a mile in length, and nearly a furlong and a half in width, with an 
interior height ot 70 feet, and a Hour area exceeding 21 acres. The grand avenue, over 600 yards in length by 40 
in width, was probably the longest ever planned in an edifice of this character. There were also side and transverse 
avenues, and in the centre a vast open space, on which fronted the displays of the leading nations, the exhibits 
of the United States occupying double the area allotted to all other nations. Next in size were the Machinery 
hall, covering 15 acres, and the Agricultural hall, with a floor space of somewhat over 10 acres. The Memorial hall 
a massive structure of granite, and the Horticultural hall, of iron and glass, in the Moorish style of architecture still 
remain on the ground, the former as a permanent representation of industrial art, and the latter containing a 
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choice collection of exotic plants. Others worthy of mention were the \\ oman s pavilion, in which was for the first 
time represented at a world’s exposition an isolated exhibition of woman's work, and the Government building, 
where were illustrated all the functions of the United States government in time' of peace, and its resources 
in time of war. 

As to the character of the display, it may be said that in variety and value, in magnificence of design and 
beauty of combination, it had never before been excelled. Id the outside world this representation of the 
marvellous industrial progress of the United States was in the nature of a revelation, and especially as to 
manufactures, machinery, and labor-saving appliances, in all of which were surpassed the exhibits of European 
countries. In the fashioning of weapons and munitions of war she also taught them lessons which they were 
not slow to la)' to heart. To all the industries of the country this exposition gave a decided impetus, opening 

to our products the markets of the world as they had never before been opened. The years that have since 

elapsed have been marked by more rapid development than any in the nation’s history, and in no small measure 
must this result be attributed to the influence of the Centennial Fair. But while in the mechanic arts we had 
little to learn from foreign exhibits, it must be admitted that in the fine arts, and in the artistic embellishment 
of articles of ordinary use, we were below the level of other communities. If in this particular we were aroused 
to a sense of our deficiencies, this was not the least important result of an enterprise than which our industrial 
annals contain no more interesting feature. 

Not only in the multiplicity and excellence of its exhibits, but in the area of exhibiting space, in the 
number and size of its buildings, in its receipts, and with one exception in the number of visitors, did the 
Centennial Exposition surpass all previous efforts. Here were represented by thirty-seven different nations, and 
by nearly 3 1,000 exhibitors, the choicest agricultural and manufactured products, and the most recent and valuable 
discoveries and appliances in the held of science, that have ever been gathered from the vast storehouse of 

human industry and experience. If in their art collections and in some minor features the exhibitions held in 

London, Paris, and Vienna were deemed superior, none have been more widely appreciated than the one which, 
on the 10th of May, 1876, threw open its doors to the most cosmopolitan assemblage ever gathered on New 
World shores. During the six months of its existence the average attendance exceeded 62,000 a day, or 
nearly double the average at the great European expositions, and with a total attendance of 9,911,000, the 
largest recorded up to that date, except for the Paris Exposition of 1867, which, keeping open doors for some 
two months longer, attracted about 300,000 more visitors. On the 28th of September, or Pennsylvania day as 
it is termed, the admissions were 276,000, the greatest number thus far recorded in the history of international 
expositions. 

Out of 13,104 awards, 5,364 were; distributed among 21,689 foreign participants. The plan adopted on 
this occasion differed from all previous methods, substituting for the jury system a number of judges, of whom 
w/e-ETA. wa'wl Uv;e'/n,va:s, md. all were men of repute, experience, and ability. There were no graduated awards, 
but simply medals of merit and not of superiority, the reports of the judges alone indicating the comparative 
qualities of such exhibits as were deemed worthy of this distinction. 

From a financial point of view the* Centennial Exposition was a failure, as were all the previous world’s 
fairs, with the exception of those held in London. The total cost was stated at >8,000,000, and the entire 
receipts at sg, 300,000, a somewhat discouraging result, but one that compares favorably with several former 



exhibitions. It is not, however, on th•* basis of dollars and cents that the success of such an effort can be estimated 
Far above this is its industrial effect in stimulating our people to a yet more intelligent rivalry with European 
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nations, in showing to those nations what has been accomplished and what is to he expected from American 
enterprise, in overcoming their prejudices, and opening among them a wider market for our products. Nor have 
all traces of the Centennial Exposition disappeared with the dispersion of its exhibits. In Philadelphia its records 
remain in the Memorial and Horticultural halls, while at the national capitol the display of the United States 
government is still preserved intact, and to this have been added the government exhibits of nearly all foreign 
participants, forming with other contributions the nucleus of the national museum at Washington. 

In Boston was held in 1883, with the somewhat ambitious title of 1 he American Exhibition of the 
Products, Arts, and Manufactures of Foreign Nations, the smallest of our international expositions, and yet 
with the largest number of foreign participants, though, apart from the Chinese and Japanese sections, the 
exhibits contained little of special interest. It was purely a local enterprise, conducted by some of the leading 
citizens of Boston, but with government sanction, an act of congress permitting the introduction of exhibits free 
of duty, while by the secretary of state letters were addressed to all diplomatic representatives, requesting them 

to bring the matter before the 
notice of foreign governments. 
The building, erected at the 
expense of the Massachusetts 
Charitable Mechanics’ associ¬ 
ation, was afterward used for 
its own periodical exhibitions. 
Though not a money-making 
venture, it led to an increased 
demand for certain varieties of 

products, and 
created a de- 
mand for 
others. 

In the south¬ 
ern states the 
first large pub¬ 
lic fair was the 
1 n ternational 
Cotton Expo¬ 
sition at New 
0 rlean s in 
1 88 1, followed, 
s o me two 
years later, by 
the Southern 
Exposition at 
E o u i s v i 11 e. 
Except as a 
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products they were not of special interest, northern and foreign exhibits being few in number, and of 
inferior quality. Both were, however, introductory to the World's Industrial and Cotton Centenary Exposition 
pened at New Orleans in December, 1884, the word centenary referring to the inception, in 1784, of our 


o 


commerce in cotton, when a few bags were shipped from Charleston by way of experiment. In addition to 
a most interesting show of southern staples, there were valuable exhibits from the northern states, and from 
the several departments of the national government, all classed in twelve divisions, including among others 
agriculture, horticulture, manufactures, and mining, together with works of art and illustrations in natural 
history. Foreign countries were but poorly represented, except Mexico, whose collection of exhibits, occupying a 
floor space of several acres, was the finest ever displayed by our sister republic. The main building, glass 
roofed and constructed entirely of timber, covered even a larger space than that of the Centennial Exposition, 
and with a music hall in its centre capable of seating 10,000 persons. In the grounds were also many attractive 
features, among them groves of citrus and other sub-tropical fruit trees. 

While the larger civic exhibitions have been limited to Europe and the United States, there have been 
minor expositions at many of the great centres of wealth and population in other quarters of the world. At 
Madras was held, in 1852, an exhibition of native industry; at Calcutta and Lucknow, in 1864, of agricultural 
products; at Dunedin, in 1865, of colonial products; at Rio de Janeiro, in 1866, of raw produce; at Melbourne, 
in the same year, was an intercolonial exposition, and, in 1881, a larger display of an international character ; 
at Agra, in 1867, was one at which the industries of northwestern Hindustan were represented; at Sydney, in 
[870, an intercolonial exhibition with nearly 3,000 exhibitors; and an international exhibition in 0879, at which 
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tlu: I nitcd States and several Huropean nations were represented; at Kioto, Japan, between 1S72 and 1870, 
was a st'i'ies of exhibitions of Japanese art and manufactures; and at Cape Town, in 1S~7, an international 


Town, 

exhibition of home and foreign manufactures. 

In concluding this sketch of fairs and international expositions, it may be remarked that as to their 
educational value there can be no difference of opinion. Little more than four decades have elapsed since the 
first one was opened in London in the spring of 1851, and during the intervening years in this the heroic era of 
the world’s progress, much of our marvellous achievement in all branches of science and art has been due to 
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these potent factors in the civilizing influences of the age. Bv bringing the nations of the earth into closer 
intimacy, by destroving their prejudices, and showing them that in some directions each can learn of the other, 
a generous rivalry has been inaugurated, with improvements in methods and appliances, and a redundancy of 
inventions such as has never before been witnessed. And to the fine arts, no less than to the mechanic and 
industrial arts, do these remarks apply. Lven the self-confidence of the Briton gave wav when the exhibit of 
1851 taught him how inferior were his goods in artistic design and finish, causing in this respect a revolution 
in many branches of British manufacture. And since the Centennial Exposition revealed to us our own defects, 
more progress has been made in this direction than for half a century before, causing almost a renaissance in 
art and its application to articles of common utility. 
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CHAPTER THE SECOND 




J HS TORI CAL SKETCH OF CHICAGO 

•T lias been said that of all the marvels of the Chicago Exposition, the most marvellous is Chicago. Hovv- 
evd this may be, certain it is that the attention of the thoughtful visitor is attracted first of all to 
thC Cit) ' VhOSe buiIderS lhus invite aild entertain the world of civilization as their guest. It seems 
therefore eminently fitting, before proceeding with the subject matter of this work, to present in briefest 
outline the history and condition of the place on which for the time is thus fastened the minds of men. 

By a certain engineer employed by the government in the opening years of the present century 
on a survey of Lake Michigan, it was reported that there was only one spot on the shore of that 
lake where a city could not lie built. On this very spot stands the business quarter of Chicago, a city 
ranking to-day the second in the l nited States as to population, the 1 first in relative progress, and one of 
the first in volume of commerce, and of wealth. But if it were possible to behold the site, of Chicago as it then 
existed, it would be seen that the engineer was by no means without good reasons for his statement. Here 
tin pianle lands terminated m a wide morass, covered with rank, malaria-breeding vegetation, while in the 




centre of the tract a 
adjacent, served but t< 
wearied with the work 


sluggish stream, the present Chicago river, overflowing at times the low. 

> render still more desolate this abode of desolation. It was, in truth, as 
<»{ cieation, had here left over her last unshapen fragment. 


bare plain 
if nature, 
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By the Jesuit annalist, Charlevoix, is mentioned, the arrival in 1671 of a iui tiadei named It not, on the 
southwestern edge of the lake, amid the lands then occupied by the Miamis. Ileie is piobabl\ the hmt histc iic 
mention of Chicago, or rather of its site, for as yet no building stood on the shore of Michigan. S<>mc t\\ 
years later a survey of this region was made by Louis Joliet, an agent of the governor ot Nt w France, as was 
then termed the boundless territory of the far northwest. By him was traced on a tough map tire, course ot the 
Chicago, or as it was then called 'the Chacaqua river, the latter being the Indian word for thunder, and from 
which is probably derived the name of our mid-continent metropolis, though by some its origin is traced to 
Checagow, or Chekagou, an onion, for onions grew plentifully along the banks ot the stream. \\ ith Joliet went 
the Jesuit priest, Marquette, whose attempts to convert the natives were cut short by malaria. He was tollowed 
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at intervals by others of his cloth, who, under the spur of religious enthusiasm, seeking to plant in these wilds 
the banner of the cross, found a martyr’s grave on the banks of this fever-stricken creek. Meanwhile a lew 
traders made their appearance, whose stay was of the briefest, and for years at a time the site of Chicago 
remained untrodden by civilized man. 

The first real settler appears to have been a negro, a fugitive slave, who about the year 1770 built a 
cabin on the bank of the creek, and established a thriving business as a fur trader, though his main object was 
to establish here a home of refuge for his unfortunate countrymen. But this benevolent purpose he appears to 
have abandoned, for not long afterward we find his cabin in the possession of a brcnchman named Le Mai, by 
whom it was again transferred to one John Kinzie, the latter, for the part which he bore in the earlier history 
of the settlement, being styled the father of Chicago. Near by a few traders had settled, and with a view to 
counteract British influence among the neighboring Indian tribes, in 1S04 bort Dearborn was built, around it 
clustering for mutual protection the pioneers of the future metropolis. I hus matters continued until in August, 

1 Si 2, almost the entire garrison, with a number of women and children, were massacred by the savages; the 
fort and its adjacent buildings were destroyed, and again over the scene of this tragedy brooded the desolation 
of the wilderness. Inserted in the wall of a warehouse on Michigan avenue, near the Chicago river, is a large 
marble tablet, on which is a picture of the blockhouse of Fort Dearborn, with the log fence which inclosed it, 
and a brief description of its history, presented by a public-spirited citizen at the suggestion of the Chicago 
Historical Societv. In lXiO the fort was rebuilt; but thenceforth its annals contain nothing of importance until, in 
1871, the last vestige was swept away in the sea of flame that all but devoured the great city bv which it 
was encircled. 
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In 1818, when Illinois was admitted to statehood, Fort Dearborn was known, where known at all, as a 
small irontier post, outside the pale of civilization. Some five years later, when first the tax-gatherer made his 
appearance in the. farthest west, the entire property of the settlement was assessed at somewhat less than 
>2,500, the men of Fort Dearborn contributing $11.40 as their share of the county expenses. At this period 
its handful ot inhabitants lived in utter isolation, save that once a year a schooner, dispatched by John Jacob 
Aster, called with a cargo of supplies, and bore away its annual tribute of furs, while two or three times a 
month a mail rider brought to this outpost in the wilderness the tidings of the world from which it was separated. 

About the year 1830 the settlement began to display symptoms of vitality, and in August of that year, 
under the auspices of the Illinois and Michigan canal commissioners, a corporation empowered to lay out 
towns on the: government lands assigned to them, the original plan was issued of the town thenceforth to be 
known as Chicago. With the support of this powerful association progress became more rapid. In 1834, when 
the entire posse ot the town assembled for a wolf-hunting expedition, the number of inhabitants was placed at 
somewhat below 2,000; in 1837, when the first census was taken, it had increased to 4,179; then, for a time, 
it appears to have remained almost stationary, for the l nited States census report of 1840 shows only a gain 
of 300. In 1850, however, the population had increased to 30,000, and in i860 to 109,000, a ratio of progress 
without a parallel, save amid the tented cities which sprang up almost in a night on the Pacific seaboard. 1 

It was between these two latter decades, beginning with 1855, that the grade ot the city was raised from 
about seven to an average of fifteen or seventeen feet above the level of the lake. t his work was in truth a 
necessity, in order to provide a thorough system of sewerage, and to avoid the malarial fevers and other forms 
ot sickness caused by the low, swampy site, a site which for years after Chicago had become a thriving 
commercial town was little better than a quagmire, and where, as one of her citizens remarked, “the one 
unequalled, universal, inevitable, invincible thing about the place was—mud.” To accomplish this task the 
streets were filled in, and by means of jack-screws worked by steam power, not only the largest dwellings, but 

the largest business buildings and business blocks, together with churches, theatres, hotels, and edifices of every 

kind, were raised to the required elevation, and that without being vacated, whether used for business or 
residence purposes. 

During these and other years the river was dredged and deepened, and by an extraordinary feat of 
engineering was made to change its course, its southern branch being connected, at a distance of two and a half 
miles from the lake front, with the Illinois and Michigan canal, which has also been so much deepened as to 

draw the waters of the lake. Discharging as it does into the Illinois river, and the latter into the Mississippi, 

this canal thus causes the Chicago river, instead of flowing into Lake Michigan, to find its outlet in the gulf of 
Mexico.' Harbors were constructed at great expense with lines of breakwater forming huge basins for the 
accommodation of shipping, one of them 300 acres in extent. In the river itself, together with its branches 
crossed by more than fifty drawbridges, and with a dockage capacity of forty miles, vessels of the largest class 
can be handled, while craft of every description pass to and fro, at times in almost unbroken line. Other 
bridges, together with tunnels built under the bed of the stream, connect the business quarters of the city, and 
relieve the crush of its constantly increasing traffic. With such enterprise and almost preternatural activity on 
tin: part of her citizens, it is no wonder that as early as 1870 we find in Chicago a city of 307,000 inhabitants, 
nearly threefold the population of i860, tenfold that of 1850, and with more than a corresponding gain in volume 
of commerce, industries, and wealth. 

But now a greet disaster was about to overtake the young metropolis, one that should trv to the utmost 
the sterling qualities of this the most fearless and self-reliant of modern communities. On a breezy Sabbath 
night, the 8th of October, 1871, an alarm of fire was sounded, caused by the overturning of a lamp amid the 
loose straw of a stable, in a section of the city built entirely of wood. Almost before the engines could get to 
work, an insignificant blaze was fanned into a conflagration, and far in advance of the flames firebrands 
were scattered broadcast by the gathering southwesterly gale. Though worn out by their task at a previous 
fire the night before, the firemen worked heroically, and all that men could do they did; but without avail. 
The flames advanced in one serried mass, devouring granite buildings as hungrily as wooden huts, and soon it 
became apparent that the business quarter was doomed. At midnight a sea of fire covered the west bank of 


1 ft may be of interest to note here the rise and progress of 
some of the chief towns on the Pacific coast in connection with our 
view of the marvellous growth of Chicago, Beginning with a rough 
board shanty in 1835, Verba Buena, the present San Francisco, had 
50 inhabitants in 1S40: in 1848 the population numbered Soo; in 
1S49, 20,000; in 1850, 25,000; in 1852, 35,000; in i860, 57,000; in 
1870, 149,500; in 1880, 253,000; in 1890, 298,000. New Helvetia, or 
Sutter’s Fort, later Sacramento, had in 1847, 300 people; in 1848, 
2,000; in 1849,5,000; in 1850, 7,000; in i860, 14,000; in 1870,16,000; 
in 1875, 24,000; in 18S0, 21,500; in 1890, 26,000. Portland, Oregon, 
had in 1845, its two founders; in 1S52, a population of 2,000; in 
i860, 2,874; in 1870,8,300; in 1875, 12,500; in 1880, 17,600; in 1890, 
47,000. Victoria, B. C., had in 1852 seven independent settlers; in 
1853 there were 450 white people; in 1861, 3,500; in 1865,6,000; in 
1881, 12,000; in 1890, 20,000. Between the Mississippi river and the 
Sierra Nevada during the earlier part of this epoch, all was primeval 
wilderness, anil a great part of it desert, save the Mormon settlement 
whose chief city by the (ireat Salt Fake had in 1848, 2,000 people; 


in 1850, 6,oco; in 1852, 10,000; in i860, 14,000; in 1880, 21,000; in 
1890, 45,000. Jf at anyone time the population of San Francisco 
was greater than that of Chicago, it was in the autumn and winter 
of 1849, when the unprotected miners flocked to the cities to escape 
the rains; or in 1852, when the flush times had reached their height; 
but all this was a fictitious rather than a genuine population. 

- It sometimes happens, however, especially during heavy spring 
freshets, that the volume of water is so great as to reverse the 
current, sending the sewage of the city into the lake and thus un¬ 
fitting its water for drinking purposes. To overcome this difficulty, 
a channel 100 feet in width and fourteen feet beneath the low 
water level of Lake Michigan, is now being cut from the south 
branch of the river to Joliet, 36 miles distant. It will discharge fully 
300,000 cubic feet of water per minute, and it is believed that with 
this broad and deep canal completed, no emergence will arise threat¬ 
ening the drinking supply of Chicago which cannot be more than 
met. The channel, which, it is estimated, will cost $20,000,000, is to 
be a ship as well as a drainage canal. 
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the river; then laying hold of the bridges and the vessels moored to the docks, it leaped at a single bound 
across the stream. Half an hour later it seized on the gas works, and then swept forward with the lury oi 
a demon, casting into the night its shafts of flame, to be swept by the storm athwart the devoted city. 1 ’resen!Iv 
the two columns of fire, uniting in one, traversed the very heart of Chicago, driving on before, as with the 
flail of the fell destroyer, the homeless and terror-stricken citizens, some of whom took refuge in the lake, as the 
onlv escape from the showers of sparks and cinders, from blazing firebrands, and from the fierceness of the heat. 
Toward the south the conflagration was finally arrested by blowing up a number of buildings directly in the line 
of its march; toward the north it was stayed only by the waters of the lake, or by lack of fuel to feed on. 

Of the many distressful incidents which marked the progress of the fire, and the days of black despondency 
which followed it, only a few need here be related, and those in the briefest of phrase. Thousands remained 
near their homes until the llames approached the last bridge over which escape was possible to the opposite: 
side' of the stream. Then came, a general rush, which soon developed into a panic, and the bridge was choked 
with a frenzied mass of humanity, struggling for life. The strong pushed aside the weak, and hundreds were, 
crowded over the rail-guard into the river, while horses, driven frantic by blazing firebrands falling on their backs, 
broke loose from harness and trampled under loot whatever was found in their way. 

Forth from the houses rushed terror-stricken men and women, leaving behind their jewelry, their silk 
dresses, seal-skin sacques, and other costly garments strewn at random on the floor. In a deserted chamber of 
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one of the principal hotels was found a canary bird, singing merrily in his golden cage, illumined bv the 
approaching fames as with the glare of noonday. To save valuable effects fabulous prices were offered to 
truckmen, as much as >500 being paid tor a single load. Not a few of these carriers, effacing their license 
numbers to escape detection, drove off with the goods, and the price paid for the load as well. The cells in 
the basement of the courthouse were filed with murderers, burglars, footpads, and criminals of every degree. 
These, as the flames approached, it was determined to release, all except the first, who were conveyed to a 
place of safety. Then it seemed as if hell itself was let loose ; for to the horrors of the conflagration were 
added the veils and curses of gangs of malefactors, rushing to and fro in search of plunder, almost without 
check or hindrance. Crime was rampant; the police were helpless, and for a time all respectable persons were 
permitted to cany arms. To prevent further destruction of property, not only by criminals, but by those who 
had been driven insane from its loss or from other causes, martial law was proclaimed, and throughout what 
remained of the city notices were placarded that persons caught under suspicious circumstances would be shot 
at sight. Private citizens were dratted into service as watchmen, soldiers patrolled the sidewalks, and after 
nightfall all civilians were compelled, at point of bayonet, to keep in the middle of the street. 

The destruction of the waterworks created a water famine, and residents of the west side, shut off from 
the lake by the burning district, were compelled to drink the stagnant water of the' nearest pond, distributed bv 
peddlers at five cents a glass. The explosion of the gas works left the city in darkness, and tallow dips sold at 
twenty-five cents apiece, the Western 1 nion Telegraph Company, with its *70,000,000 of capital, sending forth 
its dispatches by candle-light from the dingy warehouse which it was glad to secure as headquarters. P>\ business 
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firms enormous rents were paid for miserable accommodations. Of restaurants there were none left in the burned 
district, the leading restaurateur of the south side reopening his doors in a gloom)' basement which survived the 
wreck of the conflagration. The price of all necessaries was extravagantly high, and hundreds of families, before 
in prosperous circumstances, were left without shelter or food, save for what could be obtained at tree soup-houses, 
established by the authorities through fear of bread riots. 

As the destruction wrought by the fire has been tersely described, “Between the existence of a city and 

of none a single night intervened.’’ Except for the burning of Rome by Nero, and of Moscow by the 

Muscovites, few more sudden Or stupendous calamities have befallen any city of ancient or modern times. Within 

le ss than twenty-four hours the conflagration had swept through more than three square miles of the most 

populous portion of the metropolis; it had destroyed more than 17,000 buildings, and more than 70 miles of 

pavement; it had blotted out of existence the entire business section, most of the railroad depots with their 

rolling-stock, most of the docks and much of the .shipping, while of all the public edifices of which Chicago was 

wont to be proud, her courthouse and postoffice, her custom-house and chamber of commerce, there remained 

onlv here and there the lurid skeleton of a wall. There were not a dozen wholesale stores left standing in the 
- 

city; there were few hotels, theatres, or churches, and there was but a single bank. As to the loss in all its 
poignant details should first be mentioned that of 250 lives, and the rendering homeless of nearly 100,000 people. 
In property it was estimated at s 196,000,000, of which less than one-half was covered, and less than one-fourth 
was paid by insurance; for such was the strain on their resources that many of the insurance companies wen 1 
forced into compromise or bankruptcy. Add to this the depreciation in values of real estate, together with the 
temporary diversion of business, and it is probable that $250,000,000 is a moderate estimate of the damage 
wrought by the great Chicago fire of 1871. 

It is not my purpose further to describe the horrors of that Sabbath night, or the blank despair which, 
darker even than its funeral pall, overshadowed the desolated city. After the lapse of well nigh a quarter of a 
century, those among the citizens of Chicago who passed through this fell tribulation, yet speak of it as though 
its incidents had been burned by the flames on the tablets of their memory. But if of the calamity itself the 
impression is vivid and indelible, still more fresh is their recollection of the prompt and generous aid dispatched 
from far and near, almost as soon as the tidings were spread throughout the land. On the day after the fire 
came a relief train, followed by scores of others, from every section of the l nited States, laden with the 
necessaries of life, for those whom the conflagration had left without shelter, food, or clothing. In funds the 
total of contributions from home and abroad amounted to nearly $5,000,000, and so carefully were all contributions 
administered by local societies that, even at the close of 1876, a portion was still undistributed, hirst of all the* 
sick were cared for; the dead were buried, and the homeless and destitute were fed and housed and clad, bor 
morei than 40,000 persons barracks were erected; for workmen tools were provided; for workwomen, sewing 
machines; and for all, so far as possible, employment in one form or another. 1 hus it is said that the poorer 
classes were never in such comfortable and prosperous condition as during the years that succeeded the fire. 

Even by the most sanguine it was doubted whether a dozen years would suffice to restore the city to its former 
proportions, and yet within a single year many of the largest business structures were rebuilt, and within three years 
the vacant district was covered with buildings more solid and costly than those which had been destroyed. Almost 
before the ashes were cold the work of rebuilding was commenced, though for a time men who had conducted in 
warehouses of granite some of the largest business enterprises in America, began life anew in rough board sheds, built 
on the smoking ruins where but a few days before had stood their temples of commerce. It is in truth from the year 
of the conflagration that modern Chicago dates its existence, and that the city began to be built of which her citizens 
are so justly proud, a city as to its business quarter one of the most sightly and commodious of our great centres 
of traffic, and with fire limits so extended as to prohibit the erection of wooden buildings within its boundaries. 
In less than a twelvemonth after the fire the new buildings in course of construction covered a street frontage of 
nearly ten miles, and cost when completed more than $40,000,000; in the next two years a frontage of about 
seventeen miles was erected, but at a smaller proportionate outlay; between 1876 and 1890 some 68,000 structures 
were finished at a cost of $500,000,000, while for the single year of 1892 their number was nearly 13,000, and 
their value $64,000,000. Thus was rebuilt the Garden city on a scale befitting her rank as the commercial 
emporium of the west, and one of the greatest commercial emporia in the world. 

W hen first the question was mooted whether Chicago could be restored and her business reestablished, 
there were many who shook their heads in doubt, and more who, though speaking words of cheer, felt little cheer 
at heart. But from the east came telegrams by the hundred, bidding the merchants of the fallen city to order 
whatever they required, and pay for it when they could, d he years between 1872 and 1878 were considered a 
period of remarkable business depression; but rather should they be termed a period of business rehabilitation, 
of solid and permanent reconstruction, as appeared during the financial crisis of 1875, when failures were 
comparatively few; and of all the great monetary centres of the United States, Chicago was the only one that 
steadily continued to pay out current funds instead of issuing certificates of deposit. Meanwhile, during this era 
of renewal and repair, debts were liquidated, obligations wore met, new channels of commerce opened, and the 
balance of trade restored. In 1873, imports were no less than $300,000,000 in excess of exports, indicating 
somewhat of extravagance; when it is considered that by this time the effects of the fire had almost disappeared; 
in 1878 these conditions had been reversed, exports exceeding imports by about the same amount. 
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who would fully realize the commercial development of C hicago should study for a moment the 
causes which led to that development, first among which are its advantages of location. Less than halt a 
century ago Chicago was, as 1 have said, but a frontier town with less than 5,000 inhabitants, and one little 
known outside its own immediate neighborhood. At that date the population of Illinois was less than halt a 
dozen to the square mile; to-day the region within a radius of 300 or 400 miles of Chicago is one ol the 
most densely peopled of any similar area in the United States. No longer does the city owe its prosperity to 
the westward tide of migration, but rather to the reflux of that tide, to its industrial and commercial refluenre, 
to the vast grain and eattle and mining region which sends eastward to the city by the lakes its annual tiibute 
of products, to be distributed thence to every quarter of the world. 

Standing on the southwestern shore of an inland sea, this city controls the commerce of the great lake 
system which extends more than half way across the continent, the bulk of this commerce passing over the 
waters of Lake Michigan, and centring in Chicago. The shipping which enters and leaves its harbor is, as to 
aggregate tonnage, almost as large as that of the port of New York, while the cargoes conveyed to and fro by 
wav of the Detroit river, most of them gravitating toward Chicago, are greater in volume, if not in value, than 
those which pass through the Suez canal. From a few thousand bushels, shipped in 1839 by way of experiment. 

the first grain shipment of which any record remains,—the total export ot cereals had men eased in 1892 to 
more than 200,000,000 bushels, valued at about 5125,000,000, with some thirty giam elevatois capable ot 
accommodating as many millions of bushels. Of lumber, the receipts for 1892 exceeded 2,000,000,000 tout, 
with shipments of more than half that amount. Of live-stock, the receipts for that year was estimated at 
5240,000,000, the three items of grain, lumber, and live-stock forming the principal items in a commerce 
probably exceeding 51,600,000,000 a year. But of this amount the value of manufactures was represented by 
s586,000,000, with more than 5,-too establishments, 180,000 operatives, and an invested capital of $230,000,000. 
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While Chicago has travelled thus rapidly along the path of industrial and commercial progress, she has 
not been backward in providing for those higher forms of development which should rank above the mere 
pursuit of wealth. With temples of worship, with schools and colleges of every class and grade, with two 
universities, with academies of science and art, with scores of charitable, benevolent, and fraternal associations, 
with some of the best of libraries in the United States, and finally with a press almost unrivalled in enterprise 
and ability, it may in truth be said that Chicago will not suffer by comparison with the oldest cities of the 
Atlantic seaboard. Of churches there are more than 500 of all existing denominations, where every one mas- 
worship as taste or conscience dictates. From 3,000 pupils in 1855, when was issued the first report of the 
Chicago Board of Education, the school enrollment had increased to 152,000 in 1891; and meanwhile the school 
expenditure had risen from less than 550,000 to more than 54,000,000, with a valuation of School property at 
the latter date little short of s 10,000,000. There was also a college of law, with seven medical and five 
theological colleges, all in excellent working condition, while at private and denominational schools and colleges 
there were probably not less than 50,000 pupils in attendance. 

But the crowning glory of the educational system of Chicago is her 1 niversitv, whose scope and work 
may best be judged from the fact that within a few weeks after its doors were opened, on the 1st of October, 
1892, there were no less than 700 pupils enrolled in its several departments. The Univcrsitv of Chicago is not, 
however, of such recent origin. Chartered in 1857 by the legislature of Illinois, and organized for active 
operations in the following year, its classes were; continued, though under many difficulties, until 1886, when its 
career was cut short untimely by the pressure of financial embarrassments. At once it was determined to found a 
new institution on a broader and more solid basis, and in December of that year the matter was brought Indore the 
American Baptist Education Society, which promised its aid and cooperation. From some of the most liberal 
residents of a city noted for its liberality, including among others John D. Rockefeller and Marshall Field, 
contributions were secured amounting, with other funds, to more than s6,000,000 before the close of 1893, 
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Meanwhile, during the previous summer, work had been begun on the University buildings, all of which were to 
be completed, or nearly so, before the close of its natal year. Under the presidency of William Rainey Harper, 
formerly Yale professor of Semitic languages, Hebrew and Biblical literature, a scholar and author of world¬ 
wide repute, and a man of rare executive ability, the University of Chicago will doubtless prove worthy of her 
high calling as the educational centre of our mid-continental states. 

()t other institutions of learning, of science and of art, as the Northwestern 1 niversity at Evanston, with 
its thirty professors and lecturers; the Chicago Athena-um, or People's College, where thousands of young men 
and women have been afforded the means of a liberal education, and the Chicago Conservatory, with its several 
departments of literature and art, I can here make only passing mention. But of the Art Institute a few words 
must be said, if only in answer to those who would have us believe that art in its highest sense has never 
found a home in Chicago. 

Incorporated in May, i S/p, with George Armour as president, succeeded in 1880 by U. Z. Leiter, and in 
1882 by Charles L. Hutchinson, who still remains in office, the Institute was opened in rented rooms, soon to 
give place- to a building erected for the purpose on Michigan avenue, and this again to a brown stone structure 
of romanesque design. The latter edifice was sold with its real estate, its museum and school buildings, to the 
Chicago club in the summer of 1891. The sale was effected with a view to removal, at the close of the Columbian 
Exposition, into the tasteful and commodious Art museum erected on its grounds, but first to be used for the 
meetings of the World’s Congress Auxiliary, the Fair commissioners having arranged with the trustees of the 
Institute to apply to the purpose of construction the sum of 5200,000 on condition that the total cost of the 
structure should be not less than 5500,000, and that it should be ready for temporary occupation by May 1st. 
1893. But of this building, with its right of use and occupation, a more detailed description will be given in a 
later section of my work. 

In the report of the trustees, dated the 7th of June, 1892, the membership was stated at 2,177, and the 
number of visitors for the preceding year at 158,511. In addition to the permanent exhibitions, there had been 
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an unbroken series of special exhibits, with loans from some of the choicest collections in Europe and America. 
Many valuable pictures, statues, casts, and coins, with treatises on art and kindred subjects, had also been 
added to the treasures of the Institute. As to the more practical work of the Institute, it need only be said 
that instruction is given by a corps of professional teachers in many branches of art, including perspective and 
composition, drawing and painting, designing and modelling, with classes in architecture and mathematics. 

Thus in as brief phrase as the nature of the subject permits, I lay before the reader a sketch of the 
history and somewhat of the- present condition of the seat of the present great World’s Exposition. There is 
here- emphasized in some respects a condition of society and civilization, of intellectual and industrial activity, 
unique and individual. Search history from first to last, and we find no such phenomenal development* no 
such triumphs of commerce and manufactures, no association of men endowed with such a combination of 
intelligence and energy, with a nobleness of mind and liberality of heart and hand so pronounced in whatever 
tends to the elevation of the community, and the enlargement of the best interests of the commonwealth. 
Chicago has made many men, but the men must first make Chicago. And how shall I speak of the creation of 
Chicago? To make a city great, burn it; to make a city very great and prosperous, burn it twice. So of men; 
to become rich, give; to become very rich, give liberally. Among the ethics and economics which seem to 
govern the men who have made Chicago, sentiments like these lie latent. 

He who would picture to himself the Chicago of to-day, must imagine the city extending for more than 
twenty miles along the shore of Lake Michigan, with 2,500 miles of streets, 2,100 acres of public: parks, 
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boulevards from 200 to 300 feet in width, and the whole being the centre of a railroad system including m<m- 
than one-third of the mileage of the United States. In the business quarter he will pass between buildings 
from seventeen to twenty stories in height, whose upper floors, reached by swift running elevators, are utilized 
lor business purposes almost as effectually as those on a level with the street. Entering, let us say, the 
Masonic temple, he will pass to the seventeenth story between endless rows of apartments devoted to office and 
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storage use. Thence to the twentieth story are the floors set apart for the Order, with their assembly and club 
rooms, parlors and dining-rooms, armories and storerooms, forming one of the finest suites of lodge apartments 
in the world. Ascending still higher, the visitor will find himself in a glass-roofed observatory, from which, 
undisturbed by the ceaseless din of traffic nearly 200 feet below, he may gaze across the waters of a tideless 
inland sea on the low-lying shores of Michigan, and landward on the prairies of Wisconsin, Illinois, and Indiana. 
Beneath him he may look down on tall church spires, whose crosses appear suspended midway in air, while the 
streets are narrowed to a thread, along which passes in one unbroken stream the pigmy procession of humanity. 

And the end is not vet. Great as Chicago is, the era of real greatness is yet before her. Little more 
than seventy years have elapsed since the site of this city was rescued from savage men and beasts; little more 
than twenty since she began to recover from the ruin which her conflagration wrought; yet in this brief period 
she has risen to a prominent rank among the commercial, industrial, and social cities of either hemisphere. 
Most fitting it is that an Exposition which is to represent the progress of the world m science, industrv, and 
art, should be held amid this the most progressive of till our Xew World communities. 
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1 O several men belongs, and by several score has been claimed the credit of giving at least inchoative 
shape to the project for celebrating by an international exposition the fourth centennial anniversary 
of the landing of the great discoverer on New World shores. Among the former class is Carlos 
\Y. Zarembn, whose suggestions were made public about the time of the Centennial Fair. Another 
was George Mason, who in the autumn of 1885 brought the subject before the Interstate Exposition 
Company, of Chicago, of which he was then a member; but nothing tangible resulted from 
^ their propositions. 

^ A stronger claim than either must be made in favor of Alexander D. 

Anderson, of Washington, who, in November, 1884 foreshadowed the project in 
an interview of which the results were published in the New York Herald. 

Through the local Board of Promotion, which later became a national organiza¬ 
tion, and of which he was chosen secretary, he laid his plans before congress, 
secured a favorable report from the committee on foreign affairs, and aroused the 
interest of prominent statesmen, officials, and boards of trade throughout the 
United States, and of foreign ministers resident at Washington. By him were 
forestalled in miniature the main features of the Columbian Exposition, and partly 
at his suggestion was afterward inserted in the original bill, intended to give to 
the Fair the sanction of the national government, the clause providing for the 
naval review in New York harbor. I hat he was thoroughly in earnest appears 
from the fact that he expended on the inception of the enterprise a considerable 

portion of his private 
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the citizens of Washington 
however, for several years, 
the matter rested, except that; a general plan was 
formulated lor the erection ol suitable buildings at 
the national capital where, as was then supposed, 
the Exposition would he held. 

At length, after a long period 
inaction, the people, and press of the 
were roused to the importance ol 
realizing that if an exposition was to 
it must he on a larger and more 
scale than any that had yet been attempted, one 
to which we would not he. ashamed to invite all 
nations, nor have*, cause, to tear that our own exhibits 
would suiter bv compan'son with those ol foreign 
lands. A further stimulus to the national pride was 
the success of the Baris Exposition of 1889, surpass 
ing in splendor and completeness all <>1111 1 industrial 
and artistic displays, even throwing into the shade the 
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industries and inventions, wherein we had claimed for 
aurselves a foremost rank. There should be now no hesi¬ 
tation or delay. We must have such an exhibition as, 
fostered by the entire people and by the people's govern¬ 
ment, and aided without stint by all sections of the republic, 
would display to the world the most perfect of our me¬ 
chanical appliances, our most finished works of art, and the 
choicest nrod actions of our farms and factories and mines. 



[f this could not be done, then we would have none at all. 

In the summer of 1889, with a view to give tangible shape to the project, a committee was organized under 
he direction of DcWitt C. Crcgier. mayor of Chicago, by whom several hundred of her prominent citizens wen 


nvited to meet in the council chamber, 
absolutions were presented and adopted 
n 1892, and an hour later were 
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tend to its interests in Washington. Meanwhile a 
number of states were canvassed, their citizens invited 
to public meetings, and with the result that man}' 
influential men were enlisted in the cause. 

Hut for the coveted prize of location there were 
several competitors, New York, St Louis, and W ashington 
striving for the distinction, and putting forth claims for 
consideiation as the most suitable spot. For a time it 
was thought that the place would be New York, where 
the sum of sy,000,000 was raised by subscription as a 
guarantee fund, and a site selected adjacent to Central 
pai k. Meanwhile St Louis and Chicago, both Having 
seeuied the necessary lunds, had entered vet more strenu¬ 
ous!} into tlie controversy, the three cities making free 
use of their influence in the state and national lcgislat- 
ures. binally it was determined that representatives 
liom the competing points should meet in Washington, 
and there discuss and agree on a general plan of pro¬ 
cedure, with the result that final action was left in the 
h a n cl s o f 
congress. 

A most 
v igorous 
c a m p a i g n 
w a s t h e n 
inaugurated, 
the three 
other cities 

making common cause against W ashington, whose claim was based 
on the fact that the proposed exposition was to be held under 
the auspices of the national government, and hence that the 
national capital was the most appropriate place. For several 
months the competition lasted, relieved by many humorous phases, 
with much good natured banter, and yet not without a tincture of 
acrimony. By each of the claimants every advantage was urged, 
and by each of their rivals every defect was exaggerated. Con¬ 
gressional committees accorded a hearing to the several delegations, 
that of Chicago being represented, among others, by DeWitt C. 

Cregier, Thomas B. Bryan, and Edward T. Jeffery. 

By the Chicago delegates were urged her position as a rail¬ 
road centre, and the commercial centre of the west, commodious 
sites convenient to access, and ample hotel and other accommoda¬ 
tions, with comfortable quarters for several hundred thousand visitors, 

without overcrowding. While conceding that such an exhibition might be held at good advantage in othci 

cities, it was claimed that Chicago could command an equal 
array of talent for architectural and engineering purposes, 
while here was a better and larger choice for sites than at 
any of the other points proposed. That the people were 
in favor of this selection was shown by the fact that then 
subscriptions already amounted to 55,000,000. contributed 
by 25,000 subscnbers, not onk in Chicago but in even 
section of the republic, by men and women of every class 
and condition of life, from the millionaire to the wage-workei 
on farm or in factory. It was pointed out that Chicago was 
abreast, or very nearly so, of our centre of population and 
production, that while of the nine great states grouped 
around her, and for which she was mainly the receiving and 
distributing point, the area was only 15 per cent of that of 
the republic, the population was 35 percent, the railroad mile¬ 
age 37 per cent, and the grain crop more than 55 percent; 
that with these nine states there was no other group that 
would compare in all that is essential to material prosperity’. 
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By the street-car and railroad lines of Chicago there were con¬ 
veyed in 1889 nearly 200,000,000 passengers, or an average of nearly 
550,000 a da}-. With increased equipments on existing tracks, it 
was estimated that, including facilities for water transportation, there 
could he accommodated, if need be, 160,000 passengers an hour. From 

Chicago to the Atlantic seaboard was 
a distance of some 900 miles; to the 
gulf of Mexico, and to the base of the 
Rocky mountains it was about an equal 
distance. The city was situated midway 
between these points, and convenient of 
access to them all. American visitors 
would probably outnumber foreign vis¬ 
itors by fifty to one, and the journey 
from New York to Chicago was no 
further than from Chicago to New ^ ork. 

As to commerce and traffic developed 
on Lake Michigan, there arrived and 
cleared at the port of Chicago in 1889 
more than 22,000 vessels, with an aggregate registry of 8,900,000 tons, and 
this apart from several thousand canal boats. As to the means of reach¬ 
ing the place by water, the caravels of Columbus might sail from Spain 
across the Atlantic, and by river and canal find access to the great lakes. 

The struggle was finally decided in favor of Chicago ; but after 

one of the closest contests ever wit¬ 
nessed in the halls of the national legislature, for the pride of the contending 
parties was fully aroused; but the story of this controversy has been many times 
related, and need not here be described in further detail. In the house of 
^ ^ representatives a number of ballots were taken, and long the issue hung in the 

balance, the men of the Garden city remaining on the floor as long as the rules per¬ 
mitted, and then dispersing, some to telegraph offices, others to hotels, or wherever 
they could ascertain most readily the progress of events. Presently came news that 
Chicago was in the lead; but the issue fluctuated at almost every ballot, until at last 
only a single vote was wanting to decide the battle. Then the strain became intense, 
as was also the excitement in Chicago itself, whose citizens awaited the result of 
each successive ballot, telegraphed within two minutes after it was cast. At length 
came tidings of 
victory; the prize 
had fallen to the 
western metropolis ; and with thankful hearts 
the delegation, nearly one hundred strong, set 
their faces toward home, where like a. con¬ 
quering host they were met by a vast proces¬ 
sion of citizens, 
among them the 
society of the Sons 
of New York, with 
banners and pla¬ 
cards representing 
every county of 
the empire state. 

Thus after a 
severe contest, or 
rather series of 
contests, each of 
the rival cities 
bringing to bear all the influence at its com¬ 
mand, Chicago secured the coveted distinc¬ 
tion, and to her thorough organization, her 
earnest intent, and her superior generalship 
was this triumph due. Nor was there the 

loss of a single day in giving definite form group for administration building e *-ek 
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T. Baker, and with many changes in the directorate. In accordance with the act of incorporation stock was 
issued to tlu- amount of 55,000,000, later considerably increased, and soon everything was in working order. 

In May, 1890, the City council was urged in a message 
from its mayor to issue $yooo,ooo in bonds as the citizens'con- 
tribution to the enterprise. This was cheerfully granted, and 
since under the existing law the council had exceeded the limit 
of its financial powers, a statute was passed by the legislature 
conferring the needed authority, the question being first submitted 
to the people as involving a change of constitution. A vigorous 
effort was then made to secure from the legislature a liberal 

appropriation, and this was also 
successful, though not without 
strenuous opposition, Illinois con¬ 
tributing the sum of s8oo,000, the 
largest of all the state donations. 

Meanwhile, on the 25th of 
April, 1890, an act received the 
president’s signature securing to 
Chicago the World's Columbian 
Exposition of “arts, industries, 
manufactures, and the products of 
the soil, mine, and sea.” Though 
somewhat stringent in its condi¬ 
tions, the terms of the act were 
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accepted, not, however, 
without forebodings of 
evil from undue interfer¬ 
ence on the part of the 
National Commission. 

By the provisions 
of the act this Commis¬ 
sion was to consist of 
eight commissioners at 
large and two members 
from every state and 
territory in the republic, 
and was empowered to 
accept at its discretion 
such site as might be 
offered, together with 
plans and specifications 
of buildings, it deemed 
adequate for the purposes 
required, and provided 
satisfactory proof were 
furnished that subscrip¬ 
tions to the amount of 
$10,000,000 would be 

forthcoming in time for the prosecution and completion of the work. By the Commission, space was to be 
allotted to exhibitors, a classification of exhibits prepared, the plan and scope of the Exposition determined, 
judges and examiners appointed, premiums awarded, and all intercourse conducted with the exhibitors and repre¬ 
sentatives of foreign nations. Even the regulations of the local board of directors as to the rates for entrance 
and admission fees, and the rights and privileges of exhibitors and of the public, were subject to modification by 
a majority of the commissioners. 

A Board of Lady Managers was to be appointed, to perform such duties as might be prescribed by the 
Commission, and with power to appoint one or more members of all such committees as were authorized to award 
prizes for exhibits produced entirely or in part by female labor. 

The dedication services were to be held, with appropriate ceremonies, on the 12th, afterward postponed 
to the 21 st of October, 1892; the Fair to be opened on the rst of May, 1S93, and closed not later than the 
30th of October following. 

As soon as the sum of $ 10,000,000 should be raised or subscribed by responsible parties, and provision 
made for suitable grounds and buildings, the president was authorized to make proclamation of the same, to 
forward copies of his proclamation to the diplomatic representatives of foreign powers, and to invite foreign 

nations to participate in 
the Exposition. 

A government ex¬ 
hibit was to be furnished, 
such as would illustrate its 
functions in time of peace 
and its resources in time 
of war, one tending to cx- 
plain the nature of Amer- 
{ can institutions and their 
adaptation to the wants of 
the people. For this pur¬ 
pose a building was to be 
erected at a cost not ex¬ 
ceeding $400,000, and a 
board appointed to ar¬ 
range and take charge of 
the exhibit. For the erec¬ 
tion and maintenance of 
such building, the cost of 
transportation, the care, 
custody, and safe return 
of articles belonging to its 
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international display. These articles were translated into all the principal Euiopean 
languages, and in response more than 2,000 newspapers and magazines not onl\ i<>i- 
warded copies regularly to the. department, but devoted a liberal space in then 
columns to items and illustrations of the undertaking. Every week some 23,000 
letters, circulars, and pamphlets, were mailed to the various states and territories, 
with 14,000 to at least eighty foreign nations and colonies. Newspaper clippings 
were also made and distributed at the rate of many millions of words a day. By 
March, 1893, the volume of correspondence and communication had assumed enor¬ 
mous proportions, the mail matter of from 50,000 to 60,000 pieces including more 
than 20,000 journals. In addition to the articles prepared for countless publica¬ 
tions, electrotype impressions of the buildings and officials were scattered broad¬ 
cast by the ton, together with information to intending visitors, such as would 
enable them to make their trip one of pleasure, comfort, and instruction. On this 
department also devolved the duty of preparing the official guides and catalogues, 
together with the collection of material for a government history of the Exposition, 
the latter a task of encyclopedic proportions. 

It was not without many difficulties that matters were pushed forward to the point where ground could 
be broken, and the actual work begun of preparing for the great event. Foremost of all came the question of 
site, for which there were several competing locations, the 
supporters of each urging their claims with such persistence 
that for months the local board was overwhelmed with 
propositions. The first considered was the portion of the 
lake front between Madison street and Park row; but to 
prepare it for the required purposes would involve serious 
expense and delay. Moreover, should the Fair be held at 
that point, much inconvenience would be caused by the 
overcrowding of streets. Next was proposed Jackson park; 
but this also would entail a heavy outlay for filling, and for 
the formation of lagoons. The northern part was already 
occupied as a public pleasure ground, and the remaining 
part was considered somewhat too remote from the busi¬ 
ness portion of the city. The third of the proffered sites 
was a section of Garfield park, with lands adjacent, much 
nearer to the business quarter; a fourth was a choice 
location of six hundred acres fronting on the lake, in 
the northern part of Lake View; a fifth was Washington 
park, a cultivated tract not far distant from the water 
front. All these were rejected, and for reasons that will elsewhere be stated, the choice fell on Jackson park, 
for the use of the unimproved portion of which an ordinance was passed by the park commissioners, with the 
sanction of the state legislature. 

No sooner was the site determined than the National Commission made its appearance, demanding certain 
changes and modifications to which the local directory was compelled to agree. I hen came a dispute as to 

jurisdiction, the directors insisting on the control, so far 
at least as home exhibits were concerned, since through 
their efforts nearly all the funds had been secured, 
while the Commission claimed supremacy in accord¬ 
ance with the; provisions of the congressional act, and 
also on the ground that recognition would not otherwise 
be accorded by foreign powers. 

Had not the question threatened serious conse¬ 
quences, it would merely have been regarded as a 
ludicrous episode in the history of the Fair. The 
controversy originated in a disputed interpretation of 
the section in the act which provides that " the Com¬ 
mission shall generally have charge of all intercourse 
with the exhibitors and the representatives of foreign 
nations. By those who wished to curtail the powers 
of the Commission it was claimed that this clause 
restricted their authority to foreign exhibitors, leavin<» 
the local board in charge of all matters pertaining to 
domestic exhibits. If, it wans urged, congress had in¬ 
tended to confer on the national body complete juris- 
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diction, then a comma would have been placed after the word “exhibitors,” the remainder of the sentence 
>' in K 111 die nature ot an addendum, extending its control to foreign representatives. With such persistence 
was the contest waged as to threaten the vital interests of the Fair, and thus for a time did the fate of the 
Woilds Columbian Exposition depend upon a punctuation mark. 

1 mall) matte is were adjusted by joint committees selected from the two parties, at whose suggestion 
was cicatcd a Bonid of Reference and Control, consisting of the president, vice-chairman, and six other 
membcis ot the National Commission, to form with a similar committee, chosen from the local directory, a 
committee ot conteience, to whom all matters in dispute, together with such as might afterward arise, should 
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be referred, and from whose decision there should be no appeal. Thus harmony was for a time restored, soon, 
however, to be disturbed by a special congressional committee, appointed to investigate the management of the 
Exposition, and to submit a plan for future administration. Its report presented to the house in January, 1891, 
was adverse to the National Commission, declaring that many of the functions and powers assumed were outside 
the purposes of the act, recommending its virtual abolition, and stating that the control of affairs should rest 
with the local directory, by whose members the funds had been raised. But apart from the friction and 
antagonism which it aroused, together with the strictures of press and public, no harm was wrought by this 
report, and on its recommendations no further action was taken by congress. 

When the National Commission was organized, the executive committee, consisting of thirty members 
was found to be too unwieldy an organization for prompt and decisive action. Here was an additional reason 
for transferring its power to the Board of Reference and Control. Even the latter was found too cumbersome 
for practical purposes, with sessions held at long intervals, and other embarrassing difficulties arising from the 
want of a vigorous executive force, such as would solve without delay the ever-recurring problems calling for 
instant action. Hence it was determined to organize the management anew, in the shape of a smaller body that 
should hold continuous sessions, and whose jurisdiction should be absolute in all matters pertaining to the General 
administration of the Fair. Such action was indeed rendered necessary through the conflicting interests and 
prerogatives of the several parties in control, and through the near approach of the opening day, with a vast 
accumulation of business still remaining on hand. 
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The new organization, styled the Council of Administration, con¬ 
sisted of four members, selected from both branches of the management, 

II. N. Higinbotham and Charles II. Schwab representing the directory, 
and George Y, Massey and J. \Y. St Clair the National Commission. 

On Mr Higinbotham, president ol the local board, was also conferred, 
the presidency of the council. W hile created nominally with absolute 
control, its proceedings were in a measure subject to the approval of the 
Board of Control. It was also assisted by the committees of finance 
and of ways and means, the former attending to such matters as its 
name implied, and the latter to affairs relating to privileges and conces¬ 
sions 1 from which revenues could be derived. One effect of this measure 
was to abolish most of the committees of the directory; another was a 
saving of expense; and the third that the affairs of the Exposition were 
for the first time conducted with harmony, simplicity, and dispatch. 

While the director-general was empowered to treat with all 
exhibitors, there was also created for this purpose a Department of 
Foreign Affairs, with authority to open direct communication between the 
Exposition authorities and the representatives of foreign nations. The 
chiefs of other departments, by whom were granted allotment of space 
to American exhibitors, were likewise empowered to correspond directly 
with foreign commissioners, should their applications be referred to them 
by the director-general of the department of foreign affairs. Individual 
exhibitors would, after the opening of the Fair, receive their instructions 

from the chief in whose department their exhibits were made, and through him from the director-general. 

But as to the management of the Fair, a more detailed description will be given in another section of 
this work. Let us return for a moment to the proceedings of congress as to Exposition affairs, for in the welfare 
of that enterprise the national legislature manifested a fatherly interest, though as to the matter of appropriations 
appearing somewhat in the role of step-father. In February, 1892, a resolution was adopted bv the house that, 
whereas further appropriations were asked, in addition to those already made, the “committee on appropriations is 
hereby ordered to inquire and report to the* house whether those obligated and undertaking and now engaged 
to do so, have justly and properly complied with the requirements of the act of congress approved April 25, 18go, 
and whether all expenditures of whatever character for said Exposition have been judiciously made. 

Whatever may have been their errors of administration, certain it is that “those obligated” did not. fail 
to render a complete and itemized statement of all expenditures, from the outlay of millions on grounds and 
buildings to the wages of a temporary janitor, the cost of a door mat, and the price of a dozen cuspidores. By 
W illiam 1. Baker, president of the Board of Directors, it was stated that the total receipts from all sources, to 
March, 1892, were >5,106,181, with resources available from the balance of stock subscriptions and 

of the appropriations of the city 
of Chic ago amounting to >5,- 
713,051. rhe entire expenditure 
to that date was *3,860,935, and 
the indebtedness or liabilities 
under the various contracts, >4, - 
692,724. Nothing had been re¬ 
ceived in the way of loans or 
donations from private individ¬ 
uals; nor was there any incumb¬ 
rance, direct or implied, on the 
property or receipts of the Ex¬ 
position, which was free from 
debt, except for the amounts due 
to contractors as the work pro¬ 
gressed. By the chief of con¬ 
struction it was estimated that, 
apart from outstanding contracts, 
$7,726,760 would be required for 

'The term privileges relates to the 
sale of goods manufactured for the pur¬ 
pose of illustrating the process exhib¬ 
ited, Concessions refer to the disposal 
of g'<'ods and to special attractions from 
which the sole object is to secure a 
profit. 


the 1st of 






j* -3 






FOOT OF ARCH. MANUFACTURES BUILDING 



THE BOOK OF THE FAIR 


47 



the completion of the work on buildings and 
grounds, and for the maintenance of depart¬ 
ments and operating expenses until the opening 
of the Fair about s700,000, making a total out- 
la}', including the expenses and liabilities already 
incurred, of nearly si 7,000.000. As will pres¬ 
ently appear, these estimates fell somewhat short 
of the actual expenditure; but with the single 
exception of the Paris Exposition of 1889, this 
was the case with all the great world’s fairs. 

1 1 its report, dated the 20th ot May, 1892, 
the committee made only a few suggestions as to 
superior management and economy. The chosen 
site it stated, was ample in extent, embracing 
more tl an double the area occupied by the Cent¬ 
ennial Exposition. The landscape effects would 
be singularly beautiful; the blending of art with 
nature in excellent taste and perfect harmony, 
the interlacing of land and water forming a novel 
and attractive feature. The architectural display 
would present a striking and imposing aspect, 
vlnlr the spacious verdure-clad grounds, dotted with shrubbery and with forest growth, would complete the 
elements of a matchless panorama. 1 he facilities for travel and transportation, both by land and water, would 
be equal to any demand that could be made upon them, and in a word, both as to design and execution, the 
ban would be a worthy tribute to the ingenuity and enterprise ol the wonderful city of the west. “ In its scope 
and magnificence, the report concluded, “this Exposition stands alone. There is nothing like it in all history. 
It easily suipasses all kindred enterprises, and will amply illustrate the marvellous genius of the American people 
in the great domains of agriculture, commerce, manufactures, and intention, which constitute the foundation 
upon which rests the structure of our national glory and prosperity.” 

As the result of the investigation, instead of a loan ot >5,000,000 applied for by the management, congress 
voted half that sum as a gift, in the form of 5 , 000,000 souvenir coins with commemorative inscriptions, the 
remaining half to be realized, as was anticipated, from premiums on their sale. Even that amount was contributed 
with reluctance, after much discussion, and only it would seem, as an inducement to close the Pair on Sunday. 

Io this condition, obnoxious as it was to a large portion of the community, injurious to the financial interests 
of the Exposition, and especially distasteful to the millions residing m C hicago and its neighborhood, who could 

opening 
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attend the Fair on no other day, a strong opposition was made, but 1 
that it was determined to close. The parsimony of the national legislature in its contributions to the Chicago 
hair, and also to the Centennial Fair, for which a loan of $1,500,000 was the only appropriation, is somewhat 
in contrast with the policy of foreign governments, by nearly all of which their exhibitions of industry, science, 
and art have been liberally 
supported, and many of 
them entirely supported 
with the people’s funds. 


Six or seven miles 
from the business quarter 
of Chicago, on the south¬ 
ern verge of its park sys¬ 
tem, til ere lay a sandy 
waste of unredeemed and 
desert land, in its centre 
a marshy hollow, and with¬ 
out trace of vegetation, 
save for a stunted growth 
of oak, and here and there 
a tangled mass of willow, 
Hag, and marsh grass, 
which served but to render 
its desolation still more 
desolate. On o n e s i d e 
was the road-bed of a su 
burban railway, on another 
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a wall of solid masonry withstood the encroachments of an inland sea, 
and over the tract lay the bareness of a city's outskirts. 

On the sand-hillocks of this plain, a few mule-teams and 
shovelmen were set at work grading in the spring of 1891; and 
thus was inaugurated the stupendous 
task of the World's Columbian Exposi¬ 
tion. Here was the chosen site for the 
grandest achievement of artistic skill 
and mechanical ingenuity, the site of a 
group of buildings gigantic in plan and 
structure, a city of palaces arising from 
a network of gardens and pleasure 
grounds, all on a scale such as had 
never before been devised for such a 
purpose, such as few believed it possible 
to complete within so brief a period. 

As to the speed with which the 
work was accomplished, a comparison 
may here be made with the Paris Ex¬ 
position of 1889, up to that date the 
largest, most successful, and most rapidly 
constructed of any of the great world's 
fairs, brom the time of President Grevy’s proclamation about four 
and a half ) ears, and bom the day when ground was broken, nearly three years elapsed before that display was 
leady lor the public. 1 he time of President Harrison’s proclamation was less than two and a half years, and 
the commencement of actual work less than two years before the formal opening of the Columbian Fair. In 
Paris, fourteen months were required for the erection of the Machinery hall, and nineteen for the Palace of 
Libeial Aits. In Chicago both these buildings could have been duplicated in less than half the time In Paris 
the principal buildings covered a floor area of 75 acres, in Chicago more than 200 acres, while those of the 
latter lai suipassed the Parisian structures in dimensions. Further comment is unnecessary; there are few 

who wall care to dispute that the Garden city surpassed all others in rapidity of execution, as in immensity 
of design. 
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Eeloie even the foundations could be laid of any of the Exposition buildings proper, a vast amount o 
expensive^ preliminary work was necessary, on account of the nature of the site and its distance from sources o 
supply. I he marsh lands must be drained by the construction of artificial water-ways connecting with the lake, 
and utilized in adding to the landscape effect of the grounds adjacent. On this and on landscape gardening 
with fountains and statuary, at least >750,000 were expended. For grading and filling purposes, 1,200,000 cubic yarch 
of eaith must be handled at a cost of nearly $500,000. For a railroad track and rolling stock for the transportatior 
of materials, another $500,000 was required; for viaducts, bridges, and piers, $200,000; for improvements on the 
a a* front, $200,000; for water supply, and water, sewerage, and gas pipes, $600,000. Then there were building:- 

toi constiuction purposes, with stores and boarding-houses for the accommodation of thousands of workmen 
there were fire and police sta¬ 
tions; there were quarters and 
offices for a corps of officials, 
with hundreds of minor de¬ 
tails, all to lie provided for 
before the real work of con¬ 
struction w-as begun. 

It was not until the 
summer of 1891 that these 
preliminaries were accom¬ 
plished, and the foundation 
laid of the Woman's building, 
the first to be taken in hand. 

Then w r as collected on the 
grounds an army of laborers, 
mechanics, architects, design¬ 
ers, artists, surveyors, and 
engineers, wfliile elsewhere at 
widely distant points artificers 
by scores of thousands, repre¬ 
senting every trade and handi- breaking ground 
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CI<1 ^’ xu ' rc toiling together for a common end. During this summer, from 5,000 to 6,000 men were at work on 
the buildings and site; in the following summer from 7,000 to 8,000, and in September, 1892, when the principal 
sti m tuies were almost completed, there were nearly 3,000 employes in the service of the Exposition company, 
and 8,000 in the employ of contractors, the total of the pay-rolls exceeding $600,000 a month. 

1 here is perhaps no more impressive feature in the Columbian Exposition than the task of its accomplishment; 
and in the concentration of enterprise, skill, and intelligence whereby such an achievement was rendered possible, 
we have in itself an exhibition such as has never before been witnessed. The chief of construction was a man 
ot laie executive ability, of strong personal magnetism, and one capable of inspiring in others a portion of his 
own enthusiasm. through his efforts was gathered together a corps of able artificers and architects who, while 
acting in concert and coordination under his direction, were permitted to realize their own individual plans in all 
the fullness of their ambition. Some interrupted a lucrative practice to devote themselves to the work, living at 
their quarters within the walls of a great inclosure without relaxation or amusement, toiling from dawn till dusk, 
and often far into the night, heedless of self, and intent only on doing to the best of their ability whatsoever it 
was given them to do. 

\\ hile the buildings were in process of construction one could almost realize the colossal proportions of 
this enterprise. Entering the grounds in the spring of 1892, the visitor beheld such a scene of bustling activity 
as that which at the founding of Carthage 
first he set foot on Punic shores. And 
vaded this group of mammoth 
and domes were rising around 
mechanics, with hammer 
plying their tools with 
American workman; 
spaces that sepa- 
architectural ef- 
barely pcreept- 
was an air o f 
this congregation 
strange in di¬ 
design, rising as 
of a fairy's 
bidding of some 
On one hand 
the two sections 
iron arch meeting ‘ 
ows Hitting athwart 
a pillar of stucco, the 
house, being hoisted into 
placed in position by a 
feet above ground. 

In estimating the scope of 
himself at a loss for standards of meas- 
that there was nothing on which to base 
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greeted the father of the Roman race when 
vet it was a silent activity that per- 
structures, whose pillars and walls 
him. Here was an army of 
and saw and mallet, all 
the vigor of a true 
but amid the wide 
rated these huge 
forts the noise was 
ible. Then there 
unreality about 
of edifices, so 
mensions and 
from the touch 
w a n d at t h e 
potent agency, 
might be seen 
of a 11 i m m c n se 
as silently as shad- 
tin* sky; on another 
height of a two-story 
air by a wire rope, and 
couple of men tw r o hundred 

the design, the observer would find 
urement; for here the scale was so vast 
a comparison. In the Manufactures 


and Eiberal Arts building, for instance, he would see the largest arched roof in the world, supported without 
columns, and covering an area of 540,000 square feet. Beneath this monster arch a quarter of million people 
might be seated, and yet probably not one among them could think of anything that suggested to his mind an adequate 
idea of its dimensions. lie might be told that in the roof over his head were 1,000 tons of iron and several 
hundred tons of glass; that the truss alone, with its purlines, weighed 200 tons; but this would neither add to 
his comfort, nor aid him in the mental process of admeasurement. To compare it with other buildings, either 
in Europe or America was impossible, for there were none in existence; and to compare it with those on the 
• mounds would be equally impossible, for adjacent structures, covering several acres of floor space, were dwarfed 
and dominated by this mammoth edifice. 

Yet there are those who will say, that if for the housing of the world’s exhibits such feats have been 
accomplished as were never before attempted or deemed worthy of attempting, it does not necessarily follow that a 
corresponding work has therefore been achieved in architectural design or artistic embellishment. Not least among 
the lessons of this magnificent display are the lessons it teaches in revealing to us our shortcomings. The work 
our people have done will be criticised by some of the most experienced savants and connoisseurs from every 
quarter, by those who will be sparing neither in praise nor censure. I shall not attempt to forecast their judgment, 
for all in <mod time we shall hear the verdict of mankind as to the manner in which the second of our great metro¬ 
politan cities has performed the stupendous task imposed on the nation’s fealty to art and catholicity of taste. 

When Chicago was finally selected as the location of the Fair, there was general and by no means 
groundless apprehension that her conceptions would tend to hugeness rather than to harmony. For the most 
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part the plans were drawn and the buildings constructed by local architects, and accustomed as they were to 
buildings ten or twenty stories in height, and in some instances to avenues from 200 to 300 feet wide, it is no 
wonder that their projects partook somewhat of the Brobdingnagian type. Said a prominent Chicago journal on 
the eve of dedication day, “ I he office architecture of Chicago is the key to the wonders of the Fair. Her 
office architecture is indeed remarkable, as are also her cloud-capped temples of commerce industry and art. 
Her citizens are proud of them, and with a not unworthy pride, for such things are well enough in their way. But 
as the greatness of a city cannot be judged by height of buildings and breadth of boulevards, so in relation to 
the Fair, we should not attempt to measure architectural accomplishment bv the rood or artistic exhibits by 
the yard. 

I would not say that such has been the case in the great work accomplished by the artificers ol the' h air, 
by whom so many difficulties have been overcome in structural methods and contrivances. Allowing for certain 
drawbacks the general results are excellent, so much so as to dispel even the prejudice of eastern connoisseurs, 
who have long since ceased to ask whether, in the line of art or architecture, any good thing could come from 
Chicago. If any of our foreign friends should wish for something different from this group of huge white build¬ 
ings, with their endless array of stucco pillars, stucco ornaments, and stucco statuary, they must remember the 
conditions under which the task was undertaken; and considering those conditions there are few who will care to 
criticise too sharply the architectural features of this display. First of all it was necessary that the buildings 
should be of vast dimensions, for even with 200 acres or more of floor room, every foot of exhibiting space was 
bespoken long before the opening of the Exposition, and with applications for thrice the available room. Then 
they must be erected in a limited time, a time almost too limited for the thorough elaboration of artistic design. 
1 hey were also temporary structures, and must be so erected that if not converted to other purposes their 
materials could be easily removed. 

All these conditions were accepted by the architects of the Fair, and except for the coordination of their 


plans with the general design which had been formulated by the chief of construction and approved by the local 
directory, they were permitted to go about their work without interference or restriction. Thus each one attempted 
to give to his edifice all the exterior decoration, the symmetry and harmony of detail that pertained to the 
exercise of his art, leaving to exhibitors and to committees appointed for that purpose the task of interior 
decoration. 

Ol all the principal buildings erected for this Exposition, and also of those erected by individual states 
and by foreign participants, descriptions will be given in other sections of this work. 111 conclusion it may be 
said that whatever may be the popular verdict as to the artistic merits of the Columbian Exposition, there can 
be no difference of opinion as to the energy which Chicago has brought to bear on this the greatest of all her great 
achievements, and the earnestness, intelligence, and thoroughness with which it has been accomplished. ()nlv 
through the exercise of these qualities, so common to American communities, and to none more so than to the 
denizens of our mid-continent metropolis, has been transformed a wilderness into a garden of palaces, filled with 
the choicest productions of industry and art of which mankind is capable. 


World's I- air Mjscki.lany.— Some items of interest relative to, 
yet not strictly a part of the history or description of the Exposi¬ 
tion, I shall give tit the conclusion of the various sections of this 
work under the heading of World’s Fair Miseellanv. 

Not least among the Columbian exhibits is the exhibition of hu¬ 
man nature, and hail room or hearing been granted to all the crotchets, 
whims, and hallucinations that here found opportunity for display, we 
should in truth have had such a variety fair as has never yet appeared. 
I!y one of the applicants for space it was proposed to erect a tower 
3,000 feet in height; by another a building with 400 stories; by a third 
to excavate a suite of apartments beneath the waters of Fake Mich¬ 
igan; by a fourth to hold bull-fights; by a fifth to establish a Cock-pit. 
From England came one who sought to be placed on exhibition as the 
Messiah; from New England one to whom it was revealed that the 
site of the Fair was foreordained from the beginning of time. l!v a 
western man space was asked in which to illustrate to mankind the 
principles of perpetual motion; and by a mathematician to show how 
to square the circle. From a couple of New York vagrants came an 
offer to journey on foot to the Exposition grounds, and camping 
thereon, to exemplify and lecture on their mode of life, liv the father 
of an infant prodigy the services of the latter were tendered to intro¬ 
duce at the dedication ceremonies the leading orator of the occasion. 
But the most remarkable application of all came from a vendor of cos¬ 
metics, who proposed to exhibit a wrinkled hag with one-half of her 
features made sleek and smooth by his treatment, and at the close of 
the Fair to varnish the remaining half in the presence of the assem¬ 
bled multitude. 

Several of the subscriptions for exposition stock were from 
$50,000 to $100,000, and several hundreds from $10,000 to $25,000. 

The people of Chicago subscribed as they had never subscribed before, 


nearly all good and substantial citizens contributing according to their 
means, so that never perhaps in the history of the world was so large 
a subscription made so readily and promptly. The payment was 
guaranteed by Lvman J. Cage, who thus showed his faith in the re¬ 
sponsibility of the subscribers. I nder the charge of I). II. 1,amber- 
son, as superintendent of this department, were more than 200 com¬ 
mittees, the members of which invited representatives of the various 
lines of trade to meet them in hotel parlors, where the financial 
problem was presented in a business-like shape, and discussed in all 
its phases. Then a thorough canvass was made of the city, outside 
of which very little aid was obtained. 

That Chicago secured the location of the Fair was largely due to 
the fact that her citizens were thoroughly in earnest, that while the 
people of other cities were merely talking and too often bickering about 
it, those of the Lake city were acting. Long before N ew York had pro¬ 
cured among her people one-third of the necessary amount, they had 
their money in hand, or guaranteed, as I have said; and, declared 
their senators in the senate chamber, “ If necessarv we will double 
it, and thus insure an Exposition of which the nation need not be 
ashamed.’’ 

In congress Chicago was supported by most of the western and 
northwestern states, and with many friends in the southern states. Ex¬ 
cellent service was rendered by George R. I )avis, the director-general, 
none knowing better how to gain the support of members and to 
inspire confidence and enthusiasm among his colleagues. “The iight 
is won,’ he said to the Chicago delegation, when first he met them in 
Washington; “all that is necessary is to let them sec that we are 
thoroughly in earnest, and show them the courtesy of being on 
hand while they go through with the formality of handing over 
the prize to us.’’ 
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As to the selection ot the site, it may here be further stated that it 
ua> lust intended to erect the Exposition buildings around the lake 
11 out between Madison street and Park row. A portion of it was 
entered with water to an average depth of fourteen feet, and instead 
ot tilling it in, it was proposed to erect over it a flooring covered 
wi'h a canopy from the edge of the lake to the government pier. 
Among tlie advocates ot the Jackson park site was the Illinois 
( entral railroad company, which contributed largely of its means. 
1° (oirfield park the main objection was its lack of transportation 
labilities, for it could only be reached by street cars. By Mr 
Pullman, as president of the Palace Car company, a large sum was 
offered for the location of the Fair in the neighborhood of the town 
which owes to him its existence; but this was more than twelve 
miles from the business quarter of Chicago. 

1 he practical work of the 1 air began early in 1891, when archi¬ 
tects were appointed, and submitted their plans; contracts were let, 
and work was commenced on the grounds. It was not until June that 
the buildings were begun, and at the close of the year they were in 
various stages of advancement, from the flooring to the cornice line, 
the city of the Pair looking more like a thicket of scantling than the 
group of palaces which later it became. The Woman’s building was 
the onlv one under roof; the brick walls of the Art palace were still 
unfinished, and the Manufactures building had not risen above its 
thirty and a half acres of floor. Hut day by day architects and 
workmen went on building, sculptors modelling, and decorators 
coloring, until at length these temples of industry began to assume 
their present shape. 

15 y one who visited the grounds in the autumn of 1892 the aspect 
of affairs is thus described: “ \bout ten thousand employes and 
workmen were scattered over Jackson park; yet at every unfinished 
building the work seemed to be in semi-suspense, or to have the air 
of an industrial festival. Deliberation was the order of the day, 
flavored, however, with eager interest and willingness. Also delib¬ 
eration was a necessity in three-fourths of the work, which required 
caution as well as judgment; for many were the airial gymnasts 
perched from 60 to 260 feet in the air. Sky generalship of a high 
order was to be seen under the arching roof of Manufactures and 
Liberal Arts. Here, after months of patient lifting and fitting of un¬ 
precedented weights at great heights, each man had grown to know 
his duty intimately, f rom some lofty perch the foreman of a gang 
would conduct his men somew hat after the manner of the leader of 
an orchestra. Whenever he fell short of the mark, he would shout his 
general order to an assistant half way down, on the opposite side of 
the span, and the latter would give fuller instructions to another 
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assistant on the floor. After each move all eyes would turn to the 
directing mind aloft. Under that roof feats were accomplished wot thy 
to have called forth a wild surmise troni the Egyptians w ho piled the 
py ram ids." 

In March. 1891,only a few of the states had made appropriations 
for the Fair, and France was the only foreign power that had decided 
to participate. That later all the states contributed, together with 
nearly a hundred foreign nations and colonies, was largely due, as 1 
have said, to the excellent work accomplished by the Department ol 
Publicity and Promotion, which resulted in the Exposition being 
known and discussed from one end of the earth to the other. In 
Europe an interest bordering on enthusiasm was aroused by the 
special commissions which made the tour of that continent, these 
envoys rendering most effective service in a field already prepared by 
judicious advertising. 

The official catalogue of the Exposition is a volume of from 200 
to goo pages, published in English, French, Herman, and Spanish, being 
given to each of the main divisions, and with others for special depart¬ 
ments, making about fifteen in all. For this concession was paid 
$100,000 in cash, with ten per cent of the gross receipts up to $500,- 
000, and twciitv-five per cent on all above that amount, for the 
preparation of the work nearly 1.000 employes were required, with 
150 carloads of paper, 40 cylinder presses, and two perfecting 
presses, the latter capable of printing 20,000 sheets an hour. 



COLUMBIAN COIN 


For the first souvenir coin struck from the die, a check for 
$10,000 was paid to the treasurer of the Fair by a typewriter firm. 
The coins were offered for sale at $1 each in almost every city, town, 
and village in the republic, bankers and merchants sending orders in 
advance for from 50 to 25,000 of the first installment minted at Phil¬ 
adelphia. Four were reserved as prize coins, the one above mentioned, 
the four hundredth in order of mintage,as indicating the anniversary 
to be celebrated, number 1492, the date of Columbus’ discovery, and 
number 1892, the date of the first issue of the souvenirs. 









CHAPTER THE FOURTH 



THE SITE, THE PLAN, AND THE ARTIFICERS 

N selecting the site- of the Columbian Exposition there were several points to be considered. First 
of all it should, if possible, be on the shore of the lake, in a location not far distant from the 
business centre of Chicago, easy of access by land and water, and yet not intersected by 
streets or railroads; it must afford space, without crowding, for a group of edifices much larger 
in size and number than those of any former international exhibition, and it must contain as 
few improvements as possible, or better no improvements in the shape of buildings, so as to 
present no difficulty in the way of securing and preparing it for the purposes of the Fair. But 
the few vacant tracts on the outskirts of the city, such as fulfilled even a portion of these 
requirements, were of unsightly aspect, low, 
flat, marshy, and with no facilities for land¬ 
scape or horticultural display. Only on the 
shore of Lake Michigan was there an element 
of the picturesque, and only at one point on 
that shore could the necessary conditions be 
obtained. This was in the section of the 
southern park system known as Jackson park, 
an almost triangular piece of land 586 acres in 
extent, stretching for a mile and a half along 
the shore of the lake, nearly seven miles south¬ 
eastward from the business quarter of the 
city, and skirted on its western verge by the 

Illinois Central 
railroad. Con¬ 
necting it with 
Was h i n g t o n 

park is the Midway plaisance, a narrow strip of ground a mile in length and some¬ 
what less than a furlong in width, lined with a border of shade trees and dotted 
with miniature lakes. Here are some of the minor features of the Exposition, 
presently to be described. 

As seen in its finished state, the Exposition site, with its winding walks and 
drives and waterways, its stately avenues, its floral designs, its statuary, fountains 
and ornamental bridges, all forming a scene of surpassing loveliness, owes little oi 
r - its beauty to natural advantages, save for its outlook on the lake. When selected 
for the purpose, except for a few acres at its northern extremity, where a seantv 
covering of verdure was pushing its way across the unwilling soil, it was, as I have 
said, a mere patch of sand, cast up in successive ridges, by the waters of the lake, 
and almost untouched by the handiwork of man. There was nothing to form an 
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cii chitectural background, nothing to lend variety of form and feature to the dull monotony of the landscape. On 
one side the smoke of a great city dimmed the horizon; on another it was lost in the desolation of loneliness. 

io convert this wilderness into a garden spot was the task undertaken by Frederick L. Olmsted and his 
late partner II. S. Codman, since deceased, both among the foremosi of landscape designers. To the practised 
eye of these experienced artists, the very disadvantages of the site, its bareness, barrenness, and desert-like 


aspect, suggested a plan 
and appropriate. Here the 
its horizon unbounded as 
lace studded with craft of 
holiday attire, would more 
of park-like scenery, while, 
plained, the water of the 
in the grounds as to add 
Moreover, with the aid of 
processes ot grading, pla- 
created for the larger build- 
t e rial t a k e n 1 r o m the 
cavations thus produced 
a system of canals and 
Thus it was that 
leagues recommended as 
ground of Jackson park, 
had remained almost un¬ 
tile park commissioners, 
tion and strong and cleter- 



that was at once unique 
expanse of an inland sea, 
that of ocean, and its sur- 
various kinds, bedecked in 
than atone for the absence 
as will presently be ex¬ 
lake could be so utilized 
to the general e ff cc t. 
steam dredges and modern 
teaus and terraces might be 
ings, partly with the ma- 
marsh lands, and the cx- 
could be converted into 


lagoons. 


VIEW IN JACKSON PARK 


Mr Olmsted and his col- 
the best available site the 
which for a score of years 
improved in the hands of 
After prolonged negotia- 
mined o p position f r o m 

those whose interests lay in other directions, their consent was finally obtained, on condition that at the close 
of the Fair the tract should be returned in a condition suitable foi further improvement as a public pleasure 
ground. In collaboration with the chiefs of the construction department, plans were then prepared and submitted 
for the preparation of the site, its subdivision, and its occupation by the many structures required. As related by 
one of the principal architects, “The leading motives of composition were to obtain such a disposition of the greater 
buildings as should make the best and most effective use of the natural conditions of the ground, when modified and 
corrected by the art of the landscape architect; should give to these buildings a proper and articulate relation one 
to the other, and also to the water-system of the park; should group them in a formal and artificial manner at 
those points where their great size and necessary mutual proximity invited a predominance of architectural 
magnificence, or picturesquely and incidentally, where the conditions of the landscape were such as to forbid a 
close observance of axial lines and vistas. But all these dispositions were made subordinate to the situation 
furnished by the wide expanse and horizon of the 1 lake, so that the anTpoWaTik eW’PiYc’riV v/i vv/i\vpo>s’iVAV?i sb/wd/A 
have its due value from all the principal points of observation." 

Of all the difficulties that confronted the landscape artists, one of the greatest was to give to the grounds 
such horticultural embellishment as would form a tasteful setting for the terraces, statuary, fountains, waterways, 
and other decorative features, giving to them all possible advantages of floral and arboreal vegetation. On or 
near the sites of former expositions was an abundance of trees and shrubbery available for such purposes, but 
here no such conditions prevailed, for winter lingers long on the prairie lands of Illinois, and in early spring 
vegetable growth near the marge of the lake is retarded by the chill night winds that sweep over its surface. 
1 lence it was decided to mask the few groups of stunted trees that lay scattered throughout the tract with such a 
covering of shrubbery as would hide their dwarfish proportions, and give to them the appearance of woodland foliage; 
also to plant the edges of the waterways with hardy aquatic plants, that would bear submergence, and near them 
a background of willows and bright flowering plants, with stretches of lawn as a further relief to the imposing 
structures of the great white city presently to be erected. 

Making the best use of such materials as were at hand, a landscape effect was thus devised, befitting the 
group of edifices whose broad dimensions would be brought into stronger contrast by their environment. The 
use of waterways was also suggested, imparting to the misc-en-scene somewhat of a Venetian aspect, and giving 
color to the architectural features of the display by creating what has been termed a water show in the very 
heart of the land show. Here was a novelty of design which has been applied to excellent purpose by the 
skilled artificers to whom the landscape gardening was intrusted. Winding their way through the grounds in 
"raccful and symmetrical curves, a system of canals and miniature lakes was constructed, dividing a portion of 
the site into a group of islets, connected by ornamental bridges, and fringed with the flora of the lakeside 
water system. 

To accomplish this end, the water was first conducted from the northern inlet of the lake so as to encircle 
the wooded island, many acres in extent, lying opposite Horticultural building, and thence by means of a canal 
extended southward into the great basin in the centre of the avenue on which were grouped the principal 
structures. The bodies of water thus formed, together with other basins, lakelets and canals, were enclosed by 
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01 III.R BUILDINGS AND ARRANGEMENTS 


a Kire and Guard Station 
b Clam Bake 
c Cafe de Marine 
d Heliograph 
c Lighthouse Exhibit 
f Weather Bureau 
g Life Saving Station 
h Type Life Boats 
j White Star I,ine 
k Buck Building 
I Children's Building 
m Greenhouses 
n I'hoto Building 
o Militarv l lospital 
]> \ an I loitten and /.con Company 
q Polish Cafe 
r Music Stands 
s Walter Baker and Company 
t Peristyle 

u Statue of the Republic 
v Columbus Fountain 
w Fountain 

\ Pennsylvania R. R. Exhibit 
y Hygeia Cooling Plant 
z C. S. Wind Engine and Bump Company 
i a (Uitside Exhibit of Transportation Dept 
i 1 ) Carpenter Shop 
i e Loggers' Camp 
r d Bump House 
i e Colonnade 
i f Obelisk 
i g Indian School 

i h Merck and Company’s Drug Store 
i i Dwelling 

i k Sewage Cleansing Works 
i 1 Oil Tank Vaults 
i m Bump House 
i n Walter M. Lownevs Company 
i o William Penn Statue 
i p Ore Yards Mining Department 
r q W. C. E. Company's Barn 
i r Merchant Tailors’ Pavilion 


is l . S. Bonded Warehouses 
i t Office building Elect. Dept. W. C. E. 
x u Silos 

i v Express Company’s Building 
t w Wcstmghousc Company Store House 
i x I he Fugle Garbage Cremators 
i y Railway Signal Tower 

1 x Coal Shed 

2 a French Commissions 1 loricultural Ex. 

2 b Great White Horse Inn 

2 c Banquet Hall 
2 d Crane Company’s Store 
2 e Westinghousc Company’s Office 
2 f Photo Annex 

2 g Smith, Crimp, Eastman, Staff Shop 

2 h Electric Fountains 

2 i Paint Shop 

2 j Storehouse for Oils 

2 k I) welling 

2 1 Fosbach Company 

2 m Whaling Ship 

2 n Soda Water Booth 

2 o (" 1 iII 1 hvellers 

2 p Kitchen Wellington Catering Company 
2 q Public Comfort Building 
2 r Express Company Stables 
2 s Ruins of Yucatan 
2 t Power House 
2 u Car House 

2 v Old l ime Distillery Company 
2 w Outside Exhibit 

2 x Peter's Kitchen 

3 a Homoeopathic Headquarters 

3 b Wellington Catering Co. Storehouse 
3 c Concession Clearing House 
3 d Smith Corrugating Company 
3 e 1 bicker Hospital 
3 f Stereotyping Building 
3 g Plumbing Shop 
3 h Wheelchairs 
3 i Band Stand 
3 j Hayward’s Restaurant 


3 k New York Workingman’s Home 

3 I Shelter 

3 m Fish Storage Yard 

3 11 Franklin Statue 

3 o Japanese Tea House 

3 p Cafe tie Menier 

3 q Clow Company’s Office 

3 r Portable Houses 

3 s Public Comfort 

3 t \ceotinting Department 

3 u Coal Depot 

3 v Kitchen for German Restaurant 
3 w Statue of America 
3 x Isaac Walton’s Fishing Lodge 
3 y French Restaurant 

3 x Bernheim Bros. Whiskey Exhibit 

4 a American Hoist and Derrick Company 
4 b Dutch Windmill 

4 c Stock Scale 

4 d Wellington Catering Company 
4 e Heilman 11 Iron Collage 
4 f Wenzel, Hamburg Photos 
4 g Russian Kiosk 
4 h Isabellu Booth 
4 i News Stand 
4 j German Wine Cellar 
4 k Chocolate Pavilion 
4 I Scales 

4 111 Kelly's Road Rollers 
4 11 ( Old Storage 
4 o Police Court 

4 p Blacksmith Shop anil Storehouse 

4 q General Fire Extinguisher Company 

4 r W ater ( 'loset 

4 s Entrances 

4 t Water Tank 

4 u Barrie Compam Books 

4 v Union News Company 

4 w Conkey and Company Catalogues 

4 x Warehouse Stoves and General Storage 

4 y Greenhouses [W. C. E. 

4 z Hygeia Min. Spring Pipe Fitting Room 



1 Station Sliding Railway 

2 Military Encampment 

2 a Wild Fast Show- 

Sitting Bull Cabin 

Brazilian Concert Hall 
Dahomey Village, 150x195 

Captive Balloon 

7 \ustrian Village, 195x510 

Sr Chinese Village, 150x225 

S/> Clow Water Closet 

\merican Indian Show- 
Panorama of \ oleano 
Kilanea, 135x225 

11 1 .upland Village 

12 Ice Rail wav 


9 

10 


13 

French Cider Press 

26 

Hagenbach’s Animal Show- 

4 i 

Irish Village 

14 

National Hungarian Or- 

2 7 

Station Sliding Railway 

43 

Electric Scenic Theatre 


pheum, 40x50 

28 

Venice Murano Company 

43 « 

Aztec Village 

<5 

Ferris Wheel 

29 

Lib bey Glass Company 

44 

Model Eiffel Tower 

16 

Algeria and Tunis, 165x280 

3 ° 

National Dress and Costume 

45 

Diamond Match Company 

16 tt 

Vienna Cafe 


Company 

46 

I >uteh Settlement 

1 7 

l ire and Guard Station 

31 

Persian Theatre 

46a: 

J 0I1 ore 

18 

Street in Cairo, 223x391 

33 

Adams Express 
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grounds arranged in the manner most appropriate to the places through which they passed, some in the shape 
of lawns and terraces, planted with flowers and shrubbery, others in the form of embankments of stone or brick, 
surmounted with balustrades, and with steps and landings in front of the entrances to the various buildings. 

I he island itself was almost covered with foliage, and with thousands of transplanted trees, representing most 
of the varieties of timber found in the United States. 

Together with the land adjacent to Horticultural hall and Midway plaisance, this island was assigned to 
the department of Horticulture, and became one of the most attractive portions of the grounds, a scene of 
restful, sylvan beauty, with shady groves of cool recess, and with myriads of floral and other contributions from 
our own and foreign lands. In the preparation of these grounds the entire surface was raised by several feet, 
covered with a rich black soil and with fertilizing substances, and so arranged as to conform as far as possible 
to the wishes of exhibitors without impairing the general effect. Meanwhile circulars were addressed to the 
superintendents of parks and owners of private conservatories in every land, and with most favorable results. 
So liberal indeed were the responses, both in the way of donations and loans, that contributors were requested 
to forward only a limited number of their choicest and rarest specimens. From a single firm came the offer to 
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expend s40,000 on a collection of orchids, including every species that would bloom during the term allotted to 
the Fair. From Great Britain and Germany came applications for more space than could be granted; from 
Holland and Belgium the promise of a magnificent display of bulbs, rhododendrons, and camellias, and from 
France a proposition—partially accepted—to decorate the entire area surrounding the Horticultural and Woman’s 
buildings. With rare exceptions exhibits were promised by all other foreign countries, near and distant, Jamaica 
lor instance contributing a large number of economic and ornamental plants, and Australia the giant tree-fern 
the staghorn fern, and other antipodean curiosities. 

In the nursery grounds applications were made for four times the available space. Here is illustrated 
the growth of fruit trees, from the seed bed to the orchard in bearing, with a miniature vineyard, a citrus grove, 
peach garden, and a cranberry patch, the last explaining the latest methods of irrigating the plants. By manv 
of the states and by several foreign countries exhibits were forwarded of various kinds of fruit, others, whose fruit 
were out of season at the opening, being represented by models in wax, presenting exact imitations as to color, 
size and form. 

The grounds are provided with seats and resting places, where visitors, when weary of gazin" on the 
handiwork of man may find relief in viewing the broad expanse of the lake, now smooth and clear as crystal 
now ruffled with squalls as sharp and sudden as ever the ocean indulged in. From the southern portion of the 
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grounds a pier was built far out into the lake, which 
serves not only as a landing place but as a promenade 
and breakwater, enclosing a harbor large enough for the 
accommodation of pleasure craft and for minor marine 
exhibits. Here was landed a large portion of the freight 
intended for the Fair, and by some this is preferred as 
a means of access to the grounds, with steamers passing 
to and fro at intervals, while from the shore end of the. 
pier, and for two-thirds of its length, divided by a 
spacious waterway, the grand avenue of the Exposition 
extends westward toward the Administration building. 

By giving to its floor a slight upward slope, as it leads 
into the waters of the lake, the pier is so constructed 
as to afford an uninterrupted view of the entire avenue, 
with the imposing structures that flank it on either side, 
displaying at a single glance the architectural grandeur 
of the design. 

For those who prefer to travel by land there are 
branch lines from many of the railroads centring in 

Chicago to the main entrance to the grounds. There are also cable, electric, and horse-cars, capable ot con\e)ing 
to and from Jackson park many thousands of passengers an hour, b or such an Exposition, 01 lathei Exposition 
city, with its magnificent distances, it was necessary that means of interior locomotion should be furnished, and 
for this most ample facilities were provided. All the cars land their passengers at convenient stations, where 
careful provision is made for the protection, comfort, and accommodation of visitors. An clexated laihoad, 
run by electric power, passes through the grounds, stopping at convenient points, and a movable sidewalk 
carries around the pier those whose curiosity inclines them to use this novel method of conveyance. V mm the 
general railroad depot on the southwestern verge of the grounds xve pass into a spacious avenue and between 
the facades of the main buildings, extending in unbroken perspective toward the lake. In front is the hall of 
Administration, beyond which the avenue takes the form of a great square or court, where thousands max 

gather or disperse without crowding or inconvenience. 

While many avail themselves of the elevated railway, a more favorite mode of tiavel is along the xxatcixxaxs, 

which are nearly three miles in length, and cover an area of sixty-one acres. Through a series of canals, basins, 
and miniature lakes, small craft of every description are in readiness to convey the visitor to all the principal 
points of attraction, affording a kaleidoscopic view of the architectural and floral display, the fountains and 
statuary, and the landscape effects, such as leaves on the mind an impression that will not be readily effaced. 

From the central basin, and the great square adjacent, flanked by the more imposing structures, whose 

well balanced outlines stand forth in bold relief against the sky, with holiday attire of flags and drapery, with 

floral designs and green parterres, and iridescent fountains, is 

presented one of the most striking pictures in the display. 
Still more remarkable is the effect when at night the court is 
encircled by a tracery of fire through a chain of electric lights, 
and with electric effect under the fountains and waterways, im¬ 
parting to this wondrous spectacle a brilliance almost too 
dazzling for human eye to rest on. Yet there are many who 
would prefer that this central space should owe less of its 
attractiveness merely to ornamental features, and that it had 
been left alone without other setting than the majesty of the 
buildings which surround it. 

Alighting either at the pier, or at the railroad station, 
which face each other on opposite sides of the grounds, the 
visitor, passing along the grand avenue, finds himself, let us 
sav, at the point where the canal and great basin intersect. It 
is perhaps from this point that he can most fully realize the 
grandeur of the architectural design and its harmony of detail. 
Approaching the shore end of the pier, he will see toward the 
right on a headland, from which he is separated by the southern 
inlet of the lake, a model of the convent of La Ivabida, where 
Columbus tarried while maturing the plan of his expedition. 
Here are displayed among other exhibits, a number of Colum¬ 
bian relics, together with those of the early explorers of Spanish- 
America, collected from Spain, Italy, the West Indies, and 
other old and new world countries. South of the convent is 
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the Forestry building, a unique and tasteful structure of the rustic order, and nenr to this stands the Dairy building, 
where are displayed all the latest and most approved appliances lor the manufacture of dairy products. Entering 
the grand avenue, the visitor will pass between two of the largest of the Exposition structures, having on his 
right the Manufactures and Liberal Arts building, and on his left the Agricultural building. Of these, as of 
other edifices, I shall give a detailed description elsewhere, presenting here only a general outline of the plan 
and of the relation of its several parts, together 
with a few passing features of general interest. 

As to the Manufactures building, the 
main structure of all, the first thing to attract 
attention is the immensity of its proportions, 
though relieved from monotony by its severelv 
classical style ot architecture, its rows of arches 
and fluted columns, and the elaborate orna¬ 
mentation of its facades. Covering a surface 
of more than thirty acres, and with a floor 
space of more than forty acres, it extends for 
nearly one-third of a mile along the shore of 
Lake Michigan, another side fronting on the 
grand avenue, a third on the canal and artificial 
lagoon, while the fourth is separated by a 
narrow strip from the United States Govern¬ 
ment building. A mile, less one hundred yards, 
cumference, this gigantic structure occupies more than double 

the area on which stands the pyramid of Cheops, and more, than six convent of la rabida 

times the 1 area on which was reared the national capital. Under its 

roof could be placed, with room to spare, the Vendome column or the London monument, and from the; floor 
to the highest point of its central span is but a few feet less in altitude than the pillar on Bunker hill. 

From this colossal edifice the eye turns with a sense of relief to the Agricultural hall adjacent. Built in 
the style of the renaissance, and with statuary, typical of agricultural pursuits, grouped in its vestibule and around 
its entrances, this is one ot the most tasteful of all the Exposition structures. Though covering a space of thirteen 
acres with its annex, it does not offend the taste by extravagance of proportion, and in contrast with the 
aggressive and dominating edifice which frowns upon it from the opposite side of the avenue, suggests rather 
beauty and chasteness of design. The annex is intended for the accommodation of all the machinery, and 
contains a la rue assembly hall for the use of agricultural associations. Southwest of the annex, and across the line of 

the elevated railroad, is the 
Stock pavilion, devoted to 
the purpose which its title in¬ 
dicates, and still f urther south 
a re the stock- y a r d s a n d 
sheds, with forty acres of 
covered and twenty of open 
space, where is held such a 
live stock exhibit as only 
Chicago can produce. 

Continuing on our way 
through the* grand avenue, 
we come to the Machinery 
hall, near the southern line 
of the park, and separated 
1 >y a w a t e r w a y from t h e 
Agricultural building. Mod¬ 
elled after the style of the 
Spanish renaissance, its fa¬ 
cades are richly adorned with 
colonnades and other archi¬ 
tectural embellishments, add¬ 
ing greatly to the artistic 
effect of the central plaza. 
In its centre is a wide open 
space, in which is perhaps 
the largest collection of 
machinery in motion that has 
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ovci been brought together. An interesting feature is the display of electric power, and the power station itself, 
whence currents are distributed, conveying not only motive lorce, but heat and light throughout the buildings, 
and connecting outside the grounds with the telegraph and telephone systems of the world. Only at this station 
is the use of steam permitted, motive force being elsewhere conveyed by electrical transmission, and to a minor 
extent by compressed air. Not only is machinery driven by electricity, but the railroad which runs through the 
park, the boats that ply on the lakes, the elevators, and even the fountains are operated by electric power. 
Including its annex the Machinery hall is the second in size of the Exposition buildings, second that is, to the 
hall of Manufactures and Liberal Arts. 

Opposite the Machinery hall and in the centre of the grand plaza is the Administration building, a 
most tasteful and sightly edifice, perfectly appropriate to its location and environment, and except perhaps for 
the Art palace, esteemed as the architectural gem of the 1 Exposition. At the main entrance is a heroic statue 
of Columbus, and on either side of the several entrances are groups of emblematic sculpture. From its central 
rotunda rises in graceful lines a gilded dome to a height of 275 feet above the grounds, and resembling 
somewhat the dome of the Invalides, under which rest the remains of the great Napoleon. West of the 
building is the principal station for all the railroad and other transportation systems converging on the park, 
and, as I have said, the only station where cars entering the enclosure of the grounds are allowed to land 
passengers. Here are the headquarters of officials connected with the Fair, where all employes receive orders 
and make reports, and where visitors, agents and state and foreign commissioners transact their business. 
Here also provision is made for public comfort, 
including a commodious parlor lor ladies, and in 
the rotunda seats are provided for several hun¬ 
dred persons. 

Nearly opposite the Administration building, 
and separated by the main canal from the hall 

of Manufactures, the Electrical building rears its ^ \ 

somewhat fantastic front against the sky, its 
structural design tending rather to illustration and 
utility than to proportion or symmetry of out¬ 
line. Its contents form one of the most in¬ 
teresting of all the exhibits. Here, for the 
first time in the history of the world, is ex¬ 
emplified in all its details the progress of this tin 
voungost and most progressive of modern sciences, 
from its earliest inception to its present stage of development, 
the electrical exhibits many foreign nations are represented, and to 
all foreign applicants space was allotted. Special efforts were also 
made by their several commissioners to form historical collections of 
all the apparatus used in electrical experiments, some of them long 
antedating the invention of Samuel Morse. From a list prepared by 
the chief of this department, the names of the more prominent elec¬ 
tricians are inscribed on the friezes above the peristyle. In addition 
to its other purposes the building is used for the display, but not for 

the generation, of electricity. At night it is illuminated by 450 arc and 10,000 incandescent lamps, the glare 
which is subdued by the artistic blending of colors. 

Crossing a portion of the central plaza, we come to the last of the mighty structures by which it is 
surrounded, and that is the hall of Mines and Mining, a massive but elaborate edifice, built somewhat after 
the style of the later Italian renaissance, but with features of the French school in its general design. At 
various points are emblematic decorations, among them a group of figures above the principal entrance, typical 
of the industry to which the building is devoted, and a colossal female form in semi-recumbent postuie, 
brandish in<«• aloft the inevitable miner's pick. The exhibit includes large and valuable collections of ores, 
minerals and mining products of every description, with machinery and illustrations of the various processes of 
minim' and metallurgy, and of the application of minerals to artistic and industrial purposes. 

"Vrom the hall of Mines and Mining, leaving on the left the railway station, we pass to the I ransportation 
building from the lofty cupola of which may be seen to excellent advantage the general effect of buildings and 
mounds Here, for the first time in the history of our great world’s fairs, a special structure has been set 
* rt for illustrating the progress of transportation in all its branches, whether on land, on water, or in air, 
hom a hand-cart to a locomotive, and from an Indian canoe to the swiftest of modern clippers and ocean 
L '. A feature of the display is its illustration of historical development, with a collection of models 

U ‘ ,in " S -oductions such as has never before been brought together. Passing through the main entrance, in the 
immense arch, overlaid with gold leaf, on which are depictured various methods of ancient and 

the central avenue, on either side of which is a row of locomotives ranging in 
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ILLINOIS, UNITED STATES NAVAL EXHIBIT 


elevation of 
projected in 


one 
parall 


to the perspective a striking 
and novel aspect. Con 
nected with the building is 
the largest annex on the 
grounds, for the accommo¬ 
dation of the more bulky 
exhibits. Of the entire floor 
space, covering with the 
annex about fourteen and a 
half acres, more than one- 
fourth has been allotted to 
foreign participants, and 
with applications for addi¬ 
tional room which it was 
found impossible to afford. 

On the roof of the' 
Manufactures building was 
erected the most powerful 
search-light in the world, 
the rays of which are visible 
at a distance of sixty miles, 
and bring into view, as dis¬ 
tinctly as beneath the me¬ 
ridian sun, any portion of the 
Exposition grounds. It has 
a reflector seven and a half 
feet in diameter, with 25,000 
candle power, and was con¬ 
structed by the Nuremberg 
e 1 e c t r i e i a n, S c h u c k e r 11. 
whose marvellous display 
at the recent electrical ex¬ 
hundred feet are two others 


e 


convergin' 


or diverging 


position at Frankfort gained for him a world-wide fame. At an 
a little smaller in size. With the rays of these several lights, 

rays, sheets of flame may be suspended in air, and the skies, the land, or the waters of the lake lit up for 
miles around Jackson park. Add to this the search-lights on the Administration and other buildings, the 6000 
arc lights and the .00,000 incandescent lamps with which the place is illumined by night, and we have a 
spectacular display such as was never before presented to mortal gaze. 

A little further to the north is the Horticultural hall and greenhouses, forming a vast conservatory, and 
in its centre a spacious dome, beneath which is a collection of palms, tree-ferns, and bamboos. Here are 
displayed nearly all known varieties ol plants, flowers, and seeds, artificial heat being applied to tropical 
and sub-tropical species. A feature in this department is a cave lighted by electricity, and from which the 

light of day is excluded, for the purpose of demonstrating whether plants will grow and thrive under 
such conditions. 

Passing onward, still in a northerly direction, we come to the Woman's building, facing the kmxm and 
wooded island, around which are grouped most of the structures in the northern portion of the "grounds 
Designed by a female architect, its interior decorations and exhibits are also of female handiwork "and its 
control is entirely in the hands of the Board of Lady Managers. Though at all our great world's fairs there 
have been displays ot women's art and industry on a gradually increasing scale, this is the first time that a 
special edifice has been devoted to that purpose, but with the principal exhibits distributed amen- the main 
department of the Exposition. Here also are several so-called roof-gardens and a well-appointed cafe the 
former covered with awnings, and used for social gatherings. Many of the departments have been decorated 
by state or foreign committees, the main parlor, for instance, by the ladies of Cincinnati, another room bv 
those o California, a third by those of Kentucky, while the library owes its furniture and decoration to the 

state of New York. Hie Colored women of the South are also represented by cotton exhibits and Indian 
women by a contribution of richly woven Navajo blankets. 

Conspicuous for its location IS tile Illinois state building, between the Woman's buildin-- and the \rt 

palace, located somewhat obtrusively in front of the latter, and the more so since it is the only state edifice 

to which a site has been allotted among the main Structures of the Exposition. The intrusion is however 

pardonable, when we consider that Illinois assumes the first position as to scope and plan of collective exhibits' 

Moreover, the me of tins edifice, covering as it docs a space of three acres, would have given to it disproportion 
oi outline it placed among the minor state and territorial buildings. 
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^ In ^ 1C 1 ne'e, with its severely classical style of architecture modelled after the Ionic school, its 

J L1Ml - N , °! all< ^ symmetry of proportion, there is but one opinion—that it is of itself one of the most 

t i> ic.itutes in the Exposition. Exception may, however, be taken to its low, broad dome, surmounted by 
' <l . an d long-winged figure of victory. Rectangular in plan, it is divided by a spacious nave and 
*\ in pb liiu.d with statuary and architectural casts, into four main galleries, allotted respectively to the exhibits 
^ ^ tiitcd ^States, Gieat Britain, Prance, and Germany, with smaller apartments and annexes for other 

W ith a mile ot hanging space, sufficient room is left between the rows of pictures to avoid the 
• 1 pp( n( (>\ eu i owding, which too often mars the effect of similar displays. It is worthy of note that the 

amount ot space applied for by foreign nations was larger than at the Paris Exposition of 1889, the French as 
u u.il Ik ing strong] \ represented, and with a collection worthy of this nation of artists. Intended as a permanent 
stim tuu, tin building is of brick, glass and iron, without woodwork or other inflammable material,and is considered 
externally fireproof, giving to exhibitors reasonable assurance as to the protection of their treasures from possible 
( onflagi atu>11. I he grounds in the immediate neighborhood are profusely decorated with groups of statuary and 
with imitations of Grecian art, among them the Choragic monument and the Cave of the Winds. 

On the opposite side of the northern basin, leading from the main lagoon, we come to the Fisheries 
building, with its marine and fresh-water aquaria, and angling exhibit in circular annexes connected by arcades 
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Between the Fisheries building and the hall of Manufactures and Liberal Arts is the United States 
Government building, modelled somewhat after the style of the National capitol at Washington, but of inferior 
design. First of all there is the orthodox government dome, rearing its head 150 feet above the ground, with 
a row of projecting windows, and a lantern resembling a miniature observatory perched on its summit. 'The 
structure is mainly of corrugated iron, not very chaste in pattern, nor especially attractive in color and outline. 
In the act of Congress creating the World’s Columbian Commission the secretary of the treasury was 
instructed to dispose of this edifice at the close of the performance, giving preference to the city of Chicago ; 
but of all the Exposition buildings this is probably the one her citizens would least care to retain for 
permanent use. 


In the construction of these, the unsubstantial fabrics of the Fair, nearly all of which must be removed or 
converted to other uses, one of the most difficult problems was the selection of suitable materials. For the 
framework of such huge, if temporary buildings, iron and wood must of course be largely used; but for the 
casings, the mural decorations, and other ornamental and accessory work, a substance must be found which 
would be at once inexpensive, plastic, and durable. All these qualities were united in a combination of plaster 
of Paris with jute or other fibre, resembling a stucco and commonly known as staff, one readily manufactured 
and handled, easilv moulded and colored, and such as enabled the architects to complete their designs at small 
expense, while giving to their structures all the stability required. The group of edifices that form the housing 
of the Fair have been aptly termed a sketch in lines of iron and wash of plaster; for with this bright, soft 
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compound most of the mammoth skeletons were clothed and adorned, 
some of the choicest designs in ancient and mediaeval aichitectuic. 


and with its aid have been 


reproduced 



After making the circuit of the grounds, except for the space allotted to the several states and foreign 
nations, there still remains one of the most interesting of exhibits, that of the United States naval department. 
In front of the Government pavilion, and apparently moored to the wharf on the northeastern shore of the 
park, is a full-sized model of one of the coast line battle ships recently added to the American navy, 34 8 
in length by 69 in width, and named the Illinois. Though built on piles, with its hull of brick and concrete, 
finished with cement, it appears to float on the water, and only after a close inspection can the visitor distinguish it 
from a genuine ironclad. On board are all the appliances of a man of war, with batteries of breech-loadmg 

rifled cannon, with Gatling and other 
rapid-firing guns, with torpedo tubes 
and nets and spars, and with all the 
equipments needed to give to it a 
thoroughly realistic appearance. Dur¬ 
ing the term of the Fair the Illinois 
will be virtually in commission, with 
officers and seamen, marines, and 
mechanics, subject to the strictest of 
naval discipline, and with uniforms 
resembling those in use during the 
revolutionary war, the war of 1812, 
and the war with Mexico. There 
are cabins, state-rooms, and berths, 
with mess-rooms and mess-tables, as 
provided by navy regulations; there 
are daily drills and exercises at hours 
convenient to the public, while on the 
upper deck and the bridge above is 
displayed the method of handling 
guns and search-lights, and tire ap¬ 
pliances at the disposal of the com¬ 
mander when taking his ship into 
action. 

Scattered throughout the grounds 
are minor buildings and exhibits, 
among the more interesting of which 
are a workingman’s home, a logger’s 
camp, an Indian school, a heliographic 
exhibit, a lighthouse, a weather bureau, 
a life saving station, an angler’s camp, 
a children’s exhibit, a military hospital, 
a Japanese tea house, and an Esqui- 
mau village. 

West of the Woman's building is 
the Midway plaisance, where we come 
to a special department, including 
many interesting features, and form¬ 
ing what may be called a bazaar of 
all nations. Here is a street in Cairo, similar to the Rue de Cairo at the Paris Exposition of 1889, but on a 
larger scale; there are panoramic and theatrical displays, cafes and refreshment booths, with scores of devices 
and appliances for comfort, instruction, and entertainment, from a model of St Peter’s to a Hungarian orpheum. 
There are also Dahomey, Indian, Chinese, Turkish, German, and other villages, tenanted by living representa¬ 
tives of savage, civilized, and semi-civilized nations. Here is an immense captive balloon, an ice railway, a 
Moorish palace, Japanese bazaar, a Bohemian glass factory, an exhibition of Irish industries, especially that of 
lace making, and a circular railroad tower. 

North and west of the Art palace is the space allotted for the buildings and exhibits of the states and 
territories, nearly all of which are represented either officially or by private contributions. Most of them are on 
a modest scale, not more than an average of 75 by 100 feet, and some of them so fashioned as to represent 
historical or other features of local or national interest. The Pennsylvania building, for instance, with its allegorical 
groups and statues of Penn and Franklin, is of the colonial style of architecture, and here is reproduced the 
historic clock-tower, with its liberty bell and huge dial clock as in the days of seventy-six. In the Massachusetts 
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' ‘ !u ' a lepioduction of the Hancock house, of Boston fame, whir Maryland gives us her state capital; Florida, 
rl ll! "di 1 of old hort Marion; North Carolina, the Byron palace; California and Texas, old Spanish missions, 
ln c bfieient styles of architecture; Iowa, a reproduction >f the famous Sioux City corn palace; and 
\ irginia, a fac-simile of Washington’s mansion at Mount Vernon. 

Southeast of the Art palace, and partially fronting the shore of the lake is the ground set apart for foreign 
paitic ipant>, the best site being allotted to Great Britain, near the northern inlet. Of all the gratifying features 
of the Exposition, perhaps the most 
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applied for and was granted 100,000 square feet of room, promising to send, among other exhibits, a collection 

of art treasures newer before permitted to leave the realms of the czar. 

It may be said indeed, that largely through the efforts of the management, an interest, ripening into 

enthusiasm, was created in this festival of art and industry throughout the world. Of this we have sufficient 

evidence in the general character of the exhibits, and in the applications for space bv domestic and foreign 
exhibitors. So ably were affairs administered that, notw ithstanding 
the vast area at the disposal of the managers, their difficulty was 

not to secure, hut to 
accommodate partic- 
ipants. On the first 
o f Oct o b c r, 1 S 9 2, 
after allotments to a 
large number of ap¬ 
plicants, there re¬ 
mained at their dis¬ 
posal somewhat less 
than 3,000,000 square 
feet. B u t at that 
date the applications 
from foreign countries 
alone were for 2,500,- 
000 feet, w hile state, 
municipal, and in- 
4 dividual applicants 
from every portion of 
the United States 
asked for a total of 5, - 
600,000 feet. 1 fence 
even at this early 
period, it became 
evident that there 
would not he room 
for much more than 
one-third of the prof¬ 
fered exhibits. More- 
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over, new applications were being received, by every mail, and judging by the precedent of the Centennial 
Exposition, would continue to be received well into the summer months. Under these conditions the managers 
decided to follow the rule established at other international exhibitions, which was to divide the available space 
about equally between their own and foreign lands, though giving to the former a slightly larger proportion, in 
view of the area, population, and industrial development of the United States. Thus to foreign countries were 
assigned 1,300,000 square feet, or a little more than half the space requested, and to home exhibits, 1,600,000 
tect or less than one third of the space applied for, and probably less than one sixth of the space to be applied 
lor. Oflered as it has been an almost unlimited choice of materials for the great display, the management has 
been enabled to present to the world a collection such as in value, variety, and certain features of artistic 
excellence, has never before been equalled. 

Of the magnificent proportions of the hair there can be no better illustration than the mere fact that 
the space allotted to foreign exhibits is greater than the entire space occupied by most of the previous international 
expositions. But even this conveys only a feeble idea of the feat accomplished by the managers. W e must 
consider also the special difficulties overcome in the preparation of the site, in converting that site into a garden 
spot, filled with landscape effects of most artistic design, in constructing all these mammoth edifices within a 
briefer period than is often required for the erection of a single business block, and in the coordination of the 
several plans under a system adapted to the needs of the time and place. That the work has been well done- 
will not, I think, be disputed; nor can there be any question as to the zeal, intelligence, and patient toil 
displayed in its execution. It here and there be evidence of lack of taste or judgment, the wonder is that 

of artificers there were not 


among such a multitude 
more serious shortcomings; 
mitted to detract from the 
ment realized by profes- 
W'hen first it be- 
had assumed the task of 
the world’s progress in arts, 
there were t h o s e w h o 
be found unequal to the 
as to her resources imme- 
enterprise, adaptability, 
But here was an exploit 
fore attempted, such as, 
had never been elsewhere 
most cultured and experi- 
munities. It was an ex- 
special training or prepa- 
lt was thought to be one 
her citizens, whose motto 
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nor should they be per- 
high standard of achieve- 
sional skill and enthusiasm, 
came known that Chicago 
presenting to the world 
inventions, and industries, 
prophesied that she would 
occasion. None doubted 
diately available, as to 
and skillful workmanship, 
such as she had never be- 
cxcept for Philadelphia, 
attempted, save by the 
enced of old-world com- 
ploit for which she had no 
ration, and what was more, 
foreign to the genius of 
“ I will,” applied according 


to the popular idea, only to material pursuits. By press and people the opinion was freely expressed that the 
voik would have been better accomplished elsewhere, as at the national capital, under government control, or 
at New \ ork, as the chief city alike of social, industrial, and commercial interests. 

W hilc from Chicago much was expected, it was scarcely thought there would be as a whole an artistic 
and harmonious display. Some buildings and exhibits there might be superior to any that had been; but here 
was hardly expected the discrimination to judge aright as to the artistic merit, or the symmetry of structural 
design; nor was it probable that, among so many architects, such unity of plan and treatment could be 
secured as would impart to the general aspect an air of impressiveness. At best we could expect only pseudo- 
art, or even a subordination of art to utilitarian aptitude, relieved here and there by individual features of 
ext tilt ncc. I hat such ideas \\t ic ciioneous has long since been conceded. 1 hrough, the efforts of certain prac¬ 
tical business men, subscribing and securing subscriptions for the necessary funds, a corps of architects was 
l)iought togethei, lot the most pait unknown to each other, and accustomed to plan and execute independently 
each in his own field, willing however to sink personal pride, unite for a common purpose, and accept one from 
the other mutual cnticism and advice, so as to produce m this city of the Uair a unique and homogeneous 
spectacle, one where every design bears upon it the handwriting of the artificer, and where every building is 
adapted to its special use. 

To the chief of construction, Daniel II. Burnham, and his late associate, John W. Root, whose death 
early in its formative period was a serious drawback to the Exposition, was mainly due this excellent choice of 
professional assistance. Opposing from the first the plan of throwing open the contracts to general competition, 
the chief urged on an unwilling committee the selection of men of approved reputation and ability, and that 
with such firmness and persistence that the committee finally yielded. In a report to this committee dated 
December 6, 1890, and signed at his own solicitation by all its professional advisers, he stated briefly and 
tersely all the advantages and disadvantages of the several modes of selection; first, that of a single architect, 
to whom should be intrusted the entire design; second, competition among the entire profession; third 
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competition among a few; and fourth, direct selection. 

“Far better than any of the methods." he says, 

“appears to be the last. This is to appoint a certain 
number of architects, choosing each man for such 
work as would be most nearly parallel with his best 
achievements; these architects to meet in conference, 
and become masters of all the elements of the prob¬ 
lems to be solved, and agree upon some general 
scheme of procedure; the preliminary studies resulting 
from this to be compared and freely discussed in a 
subsequent conference, and with the assistance of such 
suggestions as your advisers might make, to be brought 
into a harmonious whole. The honor conferred on 
those selected would create in their minds a disposition 
to place the artistic quality of their work in advance 
of the mere question of emolument, while the emulation begotten in a rivalry so dignified and friendly could not 
fail to be productive of a result which would stand before the world as the best fruit of American civilization." 
I luis from Chicago, New h ork, Boston, and Kansas City, but mainly from the two first a staff of 

rare exception, left no doubt as to the propriety 
tV 
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architects was chosen, whose work has, with 
of their selection. W hile receiving but a 
from love .of art they devoted their time and 
enthusiasm worthy of themselves and of the 
with the head of the construction department, 
were; men preeminently fitted for their task, 
but by energy, skill, adaptability, and an 
Fnder the chieftainship of Mr Burn- 
tive ability, each of his staff of colleagues, 
of form, was enabled largely to embody his 
certain uniformitv of design, and bring each 
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small proportion of their usual income, purely 
talents to the enterprise with a zeal and 
trust which the nation imposed in them. As 
so with the chiefs of sub-departments, all 
fitted not only by training and experience, 
almost phenomenal capacity for toil, 
ham, with his knowledge of men and execu- 
wliile contributing to the general harmony 
own ideas. Nevertheless, to preserve a 
structure as far as possible into architectural 


relation with its neighbor, nearly all the original plans were to a certain extent modified. It is through these 
changes of plan, more perhaps than by the plans themselves, that the structural entirety was relieved from any 
trace of monotony or commonplace. Probably never before were brought together so many artificers displaying 

ered from distant cities, working in unison 
combination of skill, intelligence, and dc- 
rendered possible the now accomplished 
of the palace of Fine Arts, one of the 
conferred the appointment of designer-in- 
thc unique and graceful design of the 
genuity of George B. Post the facades of 
ing were relieved of monotony. By 
metrical proportions of the Agricultural 
structure of the Machinery hall; by S. S. 
Mining; by Ilenry Van Brunt the striking 
Louis II. Sullivan the commodious 


such collective ability, and though gath- 
for a common purpose. Only through this 
votion to the interests of the cause was 
fact. On Charles B. Atwood, the artificer 
foremost of New Yorks architects, was 
chief. By Richard M. Hunt was conceived 
Administration building. Through the in- 
the Manufactures and Liberal Arts build- 
C'harles F. McKim were planned the sym- 
hall; bv Peabody and Stearns the stately 
Leman the massive hall of Mines and 
if somewhat eccentric Electrical building; 
'Transportation building; by W. L. B. 

I lenrv Ives Cobb the fanciful and ingenious 
and his predecessor, Mr Windrim, the 
the Naval exhibit; by Francis AT. White- 
of the pier, and by Miss Sophia C. 
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Jenney the spacious 1 Iorticultural hall; by 
Fisheries building; by W\ ]. Edbrooke 
Government building; by F. \Y. Grogan 
house the group of buildings at the head 
llavden, selected from a large number of 
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competitors for beauty and harmony of design, was planned the Woman’s building. 

To Mr Burnham's lieutenant, E. 1 \. Graham, with his 
energy and attention to detail, was largely due the efficiency 
of the construction department. At the weekly meetings over 
which he presided were discussed by the members of the 
staff all questions relating to structural design, and thus in 
the execution of the work was secured a general uniformity 
of plan which might else have suffered from too much freedom 
of style. Nor should we omit the name of Frederick Sargent, 
the engineer of the electrical and mechanical departments, 
with his adaptation of the more recent and approved ap¬ 
pliances; nor those of Dion Geraldine, formerly the general 
superintendent, and of E. C. Shankland, the engineer of 
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(on.sti uction, by whom were devised striking effects in wood andiron. All these and others, working together in 
aouid as one executive body, have given to the city of the Fair its monumental and yet harmonious proportions. 

In the management ot this enterprise Air Burnham and his associates have displayed an administrative 
faculty second onl\ to their constructive and artistic ability; nor is it possible to speak too highly of the 
faithfulness and zeal with which the*)' have discharged their manifold duties. Receiving his instructions from 
the boaid ot diiectois, the chief gave to each member of the staff his own special orders, and these in turn to 
their subordinates, thus setting in motion the complex machinery by which the work was executed with the 
piecision and system ot a military parade. W hile in Mr Burnham was vested the general supervision and 
control, many points were referred to special experts or to the weekly conclave, and especially such as related 
to the ever recurring choice between the utilitarian and the artistic. Though the decisions of both were subject 
to the modification of the chief, there was seldom serious conflict of opinion, for everything was discussed and 
detei mined in a spiiit ol fairness and mutual toleration, every suggestion was considered, and every argument 
received a hearing. Thus were engendered a loyalty and devotion to the cause which spread from the chief to 
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each member of his Staff, and even to the army of mechanics and laborers, who needed no further stimulus to 

put foith their utmost endeavor. Mere is one of the secrets of success in the structural development of the 
Exposition. 

Said a member of the Spanish legation, "The Chicago buildings are the buildings we should have seen 

ill Paris, and those of the Paris exhibition arc what wc might have expected to find in Chicago." While the 

eulogy contained in this remark may savor of flattery, it is something more than flattery. If Chic-mo h is not 

budded better than she knew, she has at least builded better than other people knew, and notwithstanding the 

monumental style ol architecture, a style rendered necessary by the vast proportions of the display she has 

more than fulfilled the high standard of excellence conceived by her corps of artificers. As with the Pans 

so with the Chicago Fair, one of the most attractive features was its conception as a whole, its uniformity of 

scheme, the arrangement of its buildings on a consistent yet diversified plan, one permitting such individual 

features of technique and expression as would relieve it from sameness, and from the coldness of a merely 
classical composition. 

In some points at least tin* Chicago display excels all others, as in the beauty of its site bordered bv 
the lake, and with its landscape gardening and waterways, forming a novel and artistic setting such as in few 
places were possible. Another feature is the profusion of ornamental and accessory work in sculpture, painting 
and mural decoration, relieving what might otherwise be considered a too strict uniformity of design. ' But witTi 
all the luxury ot ornamentation, none of these minor features were allowed to interfere with the 


genera 









run book of the fair 


b 7 


h<nmon\ of effort. Nor were any of the buildings erected merely to gratify a vulgar curiosity, or to appeal to 
the popular love of the marvellous. 

“It, says one of the architects, in speaking of the buildings that surround the court, "each man had 
^ irt '" pci nutted or encouraged to make his especial building an unrestricted exhibition of his archaeological 
knowledge or ingenuity of design, we should have had a curious, and in some respects perhaps an interesting 
and instiuctivc polyglot or confusion of tongues, such as in the early scriptural times on the plains of Shinar 
was so detrimental to architectural success. The show' might have contained some elements of the great 
Amciican style; but as a whole it would have been a hazardous experiment, and it certainly would have 
perplexed the critics. In respect to the architecture of the great court, therefore, it seemed at least safer to 
proceed according to established formulas, and to let the special use and object of each building, and the 
personal equation of the architect employed on it, do what they properly could within these limits to secure 
variety and movement. I o some it may appear inconsistent to display modern industry in temples whose style 
of architecture carries the mind back to the days of Augustus Caesar and of Pericles, to place, for instance, 
hydraulic presses in a building into which one passes between classic columns of an order devised more than 
a thousand years before printing was invented. Rut in other fields than this art has been made subordinate 
to the utilities. 

That Chicago h as carried out her self-imposed task with a loyalty and faithfulness, and with a skill and 
taste that have won even the admiration of rival cities, is perhaps the greatest of all her achievements. Had 
she merely given us an exposition equal to our other worlds fairs, one m which were adopted their more 
attractive features, with such improvements as might be suggested by her own artificers, even this w'ould have 
been to her credit. But her plan was based on an original idea, and in execution was no less original than in 
conception. Not only was that plan of wider scope, but in the main of more skillful design than anything 
witnessed at other international expositions. From Americans it has gained at least the acknowledgment that 
American art exists, and that in striking and genuine form, a form distinctively our own, and worthy of 
more than the cold recognition accorded in certain quarters. From the world at large this rich and imposing 
displav, prepared for the* world’s instruction and entertainment, has received a just and intelligent appreciation, 
has added to the respect with which our country is regarded among all other countries of the earth, and has 
revealed to them something of the qualities which have won for us a foremost rank among the great sisterhood 
of nations. 


World's Fair Miscellany. — Among the many difficulties 
encountered by the Construction department was the intensely cold 
and stormy weather, accompanied with heavy snowfalls, which 
marked the winter preceding the opening of the Fair, one of the 
severest in the annals of Chicago. For weeks the buildings were 
capped with snow and ice, the melting of which caused a severe 
strain on the roofs, crushing in portions and causing slight interior 
damage. Even under this disadvantage work was continued as 
usual, and with such energy that by the close of January, 1S93, not 
only the principal structures, but many of the state and foreign 
buildings were practically completed. So perfect was the attention 
to detail, that of nearly three hundred hydrants used on the grounds, 
not one was rendered useless by frost. Exhibits, however, both 
foreign and domestic, came forward but slowly, some vessels being 
ice-bound, and others delayed by heavy gales. Thus the work of 
installation was retarded, and here was the only serious mischief 
caused by this bleak Chicago winter, though a winter less harsh 
than m some southern portions of tne republic. 

On these, as on other Exposition matters, there were the usual 
exaggerations; for not only were several other cities jealous ot 
Chicago, but the various sections of Chicago were jealous of the one 
to which fell the location of the site. A little before New Year 
occurred a thaw, which wrought most damage in the Manufactures 
building, and the effects of which are thus described by one writing 
of the Lake citv: “ Nothing could have withstood the tremendous 
pi over and weight of the snow. The corrugated sheeting of the 
gutter along the edge of the main roof curled up like paper, and was 
carried ill great strips to the roof of the annex below. The wooden 
supports of the skvlights were broken and twisted in a thousand 
shapes. Thousands of panes of glass were splintered. Great 
sections of the roof gave way, and fell to the floor below. An hour 
aiter the first disastrous accident another huge section of snow fell, 
crashing through the roof two or three hundred feet south of the 
first break, and leaving an opening fifty feet in length. So great 
was the concussion that a plate of glass, carried downward 
in the great mass of snow and splintered framework, was em¬ 
bedded in the floor and stood upright, as though placed on edge 
by a glazier," 


1»v others the damage was no less exaggerated, the cost oi 
repairs for the roof of the Manufactures building alone being 
variously estimated at from $25,000 to $100,000, while as a fact its 
original cost was little above the latter amount. Said one of the 
officials, “ The injuries done to the Manufactures and Agricultural 
buildings and the Machinery palace will not exceed $5,000." By 
another the damaged area was stated at 32,000 square feet, which 
could be replaced for fourteen cents a foot, or $4,480 in all. 

About this time it began to be noised abroad that to complete 
the buildings and their repairs, and to install the exhibits by the 1st 
of May, would be a task beyond the powers of the managers. Said 
the Chicago correspondent of a leading San Francisco journal, 
writing from Jackson park in February, 1893: “This seems to 
me an impossibilitv. To be sure, those in charge claim that they 
will be ready on time. Still the cold-blooded fact stares one in the 
face that only the Woman’s building is anywhere near completion 
inside and out.” The writer did not seem to be aware that the 
Construction department had little to do with the interior of the 
Woman’s or any other of the buildings, the decoration of which was 
left in the hands of the exhibitors. 

To afford some faint conception as to the proportions of the 
Fair, it may be stated that, in the construction of the main buildings 
there were Used nearly 20,000 tons of iron and steel and 30,000 tons 
of staff, many thousand tons of glass, and about 70,000,000 feet of 
lumber. For installing the exhibits 25,000 men were required, and 
during the term of the Exposition it was estimated that, including 
those in state and foreign buildings, 70,000 employes would be 
needed. As the opening day grew nigh, 15,000 men were engaged 
in cleaning the grounds, in painting, and making repairs, all con¬ 
tractors being required to complete their work as far as possible be¬ 
fore the 1 st of May. 

To paint the buildings by the ordinary method was found to be¬ 
an impossible task within the time allotted. A contrivance was 
therefore fashioned by Frank I >. Millet, in c harge of the Decoration 
department, whereby four men, working in unison, could accomplish 
the* task of fifty. It consisted of a piece of gas-pipe so shaped at 
one end as to discharge a sprav of paint, and from which a rubber 
hose connected with an air-pump driven by electric power. By the 
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pump paint was drawn from a barrel and scattcreed by force of air 
over the surface to be coated. 

The reasons for painting the buildings white, t thus giving to the 
Fair its appellation of White City, Mr Millet cxpblains in an article 
contributed to an eastern magazine : Every expoeriment," he says, 
“ which has been made to produce aesthetic effect ts of texture, sug¬ 
gested by the usual treatment of plaster 
objects, has resulted in partial or in 
total failure, and every time the warm 
white of the staff has been meddled 
with its glory has departed. Hut the 
conditions imposed by the climate, by 
the impossibility of securing a homo¬ 
geneous surface, and by the exposure 
and consequent discoloration of a cer¬ 
tain portion of the work, have made it 
necessary to apply some sort of paint 
to all the buildings. Ordinary white 
lead and oil have been found to give 
the best results, for the irregular 
absorption of the staff and the weather¬ 
ing rapidly produce an agreeable and 
not too monotonous effect, and the 
surface deteriorates less rapidly after 
this treatment.” 

Available for water transportation 
there is a number of steamers with a 
carrying capacity of several thousand 
persons. I!)’ water the trip occupies 
three-quarters of an hour; by rail 
about half that time. Among the 
steamers is one of the so-called whale- 
back boats, the shape of whose hull 
avoids much of the pitching and rolling 
which adds not to the charm of lake or 
ocean travel. 

To a New York company was 
awarded the privilege of running boats 
driven by electricity on the waterways 
Wi'iir wYinbif'tue gtoudus are ifiteViactki, 1 
the company paying therefor one-third 
of its gross receipts. The plan was at 
one time to place on these waters ves¬ 
sels of every known description, from 
a Chinese junk to a Venetian gondola, 
manned by natives attired in national cos¬ 
tume, with Thames wherries rowed by Englishmen 
and canoes paddled by red men, with common 
row-boats, express and omnibus boats so called, 
making the trip around the waterways, and stopping at the landing 
steps of the principal buildings. There were also to be catamarans, 
such as are used on the waters of Hindostan, rudderless craft built 
of unhewn tree trunks, held together by coir ropes, the palia dhumli, 
equally rude and rough in construction, with matting or coarse 
cotton sail ; the Aleutian bidarka, the Thlinkeet shell, and others 
front all nations, civilized, semi-civilized, and savage. 

By a prominent physician excellent advice was offered to 
intending visitors, from which 1 extract the following : “ Before going 
to Chicago, determine whether you are physically able to go, and 
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can afford it. Take with you no one for whom you are responsible, 
without the approved of your physician. \\ hen you reach ( hicago 
make it your first business to secure wholesome and comtortuble 
lodgings. Avoid excessive fatigue. Eat regularly, lightly, and 
frequently of plain and wholesome food. Drink moderately and 
carefully, avoiding unknown and unaccustomed beverages. It is 

also recommended that those who have 
made no previous arrangements should 
avail themselves of established and rep¬ 
utable agencies, as of the bureau 
of Public Comfort, to be men¬ 
tioned later, rejecting all in¬ 
terested advice or pc r s o n a 1 
solicitation. A great exposition, with 
its endless succession of vivid and 
exciting impressions, accompanied with 
continuous physical exertion, is one of 
the most fatiguing things on earth ; 
thus the average visitor needs some¬ 
thing more than a mere room in which 
to sleep or rest, while recovering from 
the tension of sight-seeing. 

Before New Y ear's day 
of 1893 it was reported by the 
department of decoration that 
nearly two hundred banners 
had been made, and some 
15,000 yards of bunting fash¬ 
ioned for decorative purposes. 

At the close of the Fair 
the managers are required by 
the terms of their agreement 
to restore the grounds to 
such condition as the park 
commissioners may deter¬ 
mine; but the best of 
the landscape features 
will remain. 

From the sale of 
the Exposition struc- 
W ' tures or their materials 
a considerable amount 
should be realized, above 
the cost of their removal or 
demolition. The trusses 
for instance, and the me¬ 
tallic portions of the frame¬ 
work can be utilized for 
and other purposes, es- 
whieh contains more 



railroad 

pecially those of the Manufactures buildin 
steel and iron than was used in the construction of the Brooklyn 
bridge. Of the thousands of acres of pine and other timber that 
has been converted into buildings, some use at least should be 
made, it only for rough lumber or firewood, while the thousands 
of tons of glass will still retain a certain market value. Never¬ 
theless it is probable that the managers' estimate of $1,500,000 as 
salvage is somewhat above the mark. Let the grounds and some 
lew features of the Fair be preserved and Jackson Park will ever 
be a classic spot. 
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ME general management of the Fair was vested in the following organizations: hirst, the 
National Commission, whose powers were delegated to eight of its members, constituting, with 
a similar number selected from the local director}', the Boat'd of Reference and Control. 
Second, the Chicago corporation styled the \\ orld s Columbian Exposition, organized 
under the' laws of the state of Illinois, eight members of which formed a joint com¬ 
mittee with the Board of Reference and Control. By this corporation were 
raised nearly all the funds, apart from the somewhat meagre appropriations 
of the national government, and by its committees were superintended the 
various departments of the work. i bird, the Council of Administration, 
consisting of four members, two chosen from either section ol the committee, 
and to which was later intrusted the main control, though tor a time subject 
to the executive committees appointed by the national and local organizations. 
Fourth, the Board of 
Lady Managers, to 
which was assigned the supervision, not only of the 
Woman’s building and its contents, but of whatever ex¬ 
hibits there were elsewhere of woman’s work. Finally, 
a few weeks after the opening of the Fair, the executive 
control was vested in the director-general, seconded by the 
director of works, and under the instructions of the Council. 

In the regulations prescribed for sessions of the 
board of directors were embodied many excellent features. 

First of all, order and decorum must be preserved; ques¬ 
tions must be distinctly put; when rising from his seat, 
whether to speak or to deliver any documents to the 
board, a director must address himself, and that with 
due respect, to the president, must not proceed until 
recognized by that official, and then confine himself 
strictly to the question under debate, avoiding all per¬ 
sonalities. Any member transgressing the rules of the 
board would be immediately called to order, must at 
on ce resume his seat, and rendered himself liable to the 
censure of the board. No director would be. pc rmitted 
to speak more than twice on the same question, except 
by permission of the board. When the president was 
putting a question or addressing the board, no one should 
be permitted to leave or walk across the room; nor 
during the delivery of a member’s address should other 
members engage in conversation or pass between him 
and the chair. In these and other regulations of the 
directory are many suggestions which our state and na¬ 
tional legislatures would do well to lay to heart. 
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Xo less commendable were the provisions contained in the by-laws of the Worlds Columbian I exposition, 
the control of which corporation was vested in the board of directors. All officers of the company wctc to 1 
elected yearly and by ballot at the first session of the board after the annual meeting of stockholders, 
member of the board, apart from its officers, was compensation to be granted in any 
form. Payments should be made only by checks, countersigned by the auditor, and 
upon vouchers certified by the chief of the department to which the item belonged, 
authorized by the board, examined and signed by the auditor, and approved by the 
president or vice-president. Apart from the outlay incurred by the bureau of construc¬ 
tion, all payments for work or material exceeding s2,000 must be sanctioned by the 
appropriate committee, and sealed proposals invited by advertisement in the manner 
usual in such cases. At all meetings of the board of directors the order of business 
should be : first, roll call; second, reading of the minutes of the previous meeting; third, 
the consideration of matter officially communicated to the board; fourth, the reports of 
its officers; fifth, reports of special committees; sixth, the reports of standing committees; 
seventh, unfinished or postponed, business; eighth, new business. Finally, in this con¬ 
nection, comes the most sensible regulation of all, that No membci of the boa id shall 
occupy the floor in debate more than five minutes, except by unanimous consent. 

Among those who became identified with the management may be mentioned Lyman J. Gage, the 
former president of the local directory, one of the most prominent of Chicago's financiers. Of the director- 
general, George R. Davis, whose administration has been endorsed by the national and local boaids, biief 
mention has already been made. Thomas W . Palmer, as president of the National Commission, and Dai low 
N. Miginbotham, twice elected president of the local board, with John 1 . Dickinson as societal} of tlu 
former? have all played well their several parts, and largely through their executive ability were overcome 

the many obstacles that beset the formative period of the Exposition. 1 o 
Thomas B. Bryan, formerly one of the vice-presidents of that board, and other 
of its members, as well as of the National Commission, no less credit is due. 
By Charles C. Bonney, as the head of the World’s Congress Auxiliaries, 
presently to be described, correspondence was opened with the leaders of thought 
the world over; bv G. Brown Goode of the Smithsonian Institution, was made 
a preliminary classification of the principal exhibits, and by h. A. Putnam, 
of the same institution, was organized the department of Ethnology; to Theodore 
Thomas was intrusted the direction of the orchestral, and to W. L. lomlins 
of the choral branches of the musical department. To the chiefs of other 
divisions further allusion wall be made elsewhere in this work; but here must 
special!v be mentioned Mrs Potter Palmer, who with her able secretary, Mrs 
Susan Gale Cooke, has planned and controlled the complicated machinery of the 
Woman’s department. 

The Board of Lady Managers is a feature of the administration. While at 
the Centennial and other expositions the management received valuable assistance 
from committees of women, creating at the former a special womans department, 
this is the first occasion in the annals of our great world's fairs where women have taken a prominent part 
in the control. Authorized, as we have seen, by act of Congress, and vested by the National Commission with 
such powers as to render its members coordinate officers with those of either, the board has exercised a dual 
function; first, in promoting the special interests of women, and second, in enlisting a world-wide sympathy with 
the movement which it was intended to inaugurate. As stated by the managers themselves, its main purposes 
were to secure a complete presentation in the principal Exposition buildings of the 
best results then being accomplished by women in every branch of industry, science, 
and art; to secure data as to women’s exhibits in the various departments, so as to 
afford a comprehensive idea of the proportion of the world’s work performed by the 
sex, together with its variety, quality, and commercial value; to receive applications 
for exhibiting space from women and from manufacturers representing woman's work, 
and to see that proper locations were assigned to such exhibits; to appoint the pro¬ 
portion of jurors to which the board was entitled in all the departments to which 
women were contributors, and to forward by all possible means the interests of women 
at the Exposition. 

When the Board of Lady Managers was first organized for active work, 
under the presidency of Mrs Potter Palmer, it was found that the plan adopted at 
the Centennial Exposition of placing the contributions of women in a woman's 
department, sequestered from the general exhibits, would not answer for the occa¬ 
sion. Bv those who would furnish the most creditable of these contributions it was 
insisted that they should so be placed as to challenge competition with the best of classified products, apart 
from distinction of sex. Premiums should be assigned only for the best in each class of articles, giving to 
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them additional value and perchance a world-wide repute; hut in a competition solely of women’s work, awards 

would he made for inferior products—inferior, that is, from a general competition point of view, thus detracting 

from the value of prizes for the more finished grades. Moreover, a large percentage ol the worlds industrial 
products, especially in the line of manufactures, results from the joint labor of men and women, so that 

none can distinguish the work accomplished by either. To exhibit merely what woman 
alone has accomplished would, as the managers stated, “Result in so meagre and 
unjust a representation of their usefulness as to do them great discredit.' Nevertheless 
in the Woman’s building are to be found some of the most interesting features of the 
I'air, some of the noblest inspirations of woman’s genius. Of these I shall have occa¬ 
sion to speak in connection with the principal exhibits. 

As to the ulterior objects of the Board, it was, as they remarked, “One of 

the cherished ideals to remove the present erroneous and injurious impression that 

women are doing little skilled labor, or little steady and valuable work, and that they 
consequently are not to be taken seriously into consideration when dealing with indus- 
__ trial problems; that they never learn to do anything thoroughly well, and that there- 

fore the small compensation given them is a just and proper equivalent for their 
services, because they have no abstract commercial value. An effort would be made 
to demonstrate that their labor is a fixed and permanent element, and an important 
factor in the industrial world, and must be carefully studied in its relation to the 
general whole. Upon a strong presentation of the facts it was hoped that a healthy 
public sentiment might be created which would condemn the disproportionate wages 
paid men and women for equal services. The Board particularly wished to call 
attention to the necessity of providing technical training to fit women to occupy superior positions, and to 
elevate them above the plane of drudgery which they still occupy in many industries. Special interest would 
be felt in all technical schools in which designing, pattern-making, and applied art were taught, as well as 
those which looked to better and more economical methods in housekeeping, cooking, sanitation, and all that 
tends to increase the comfort and attractiveness of even the simplest homes. 

With these ends in view the cooperation was invited of women and associations of women in every 
quarter of the world, especially those engaged in rare and interesting kinds of work. Foreign committees, 
acting in conjunction with the Board, were requested to make applications for space, 
such as would insure a proper representation of all the branches ol industry to which 
the women of their country contributed. Excellent suggestions were forwarded by official 
circular to lady managers in the various states as to the organization of state boards, 
with their sphere and mode of action, especially as to the raising of funds. Commis¬ 
sions of women acting in unison with the Chicago board were asked to recommend 
for exhibition articles of unusual excellence produced by female hands; but no inferior 
specimens would be admitted from sentimental or other motives. lo womens organ¬ 
izations throughout the United States “for the promotion of charitable, philanthropic, 
intellectual, sanitary, hygienic, industrial, or social and moral reform movements” circulars 
were addressed soliciting information to be used in a catalogue of such organizations. 

Together with data collected from every country in the world, this information was to be published in encyclo¬ 
pedic form, including, as the managers promised, the fullest record of womans work, and of the good 
accomplished by women, that had ever been presented to the public, the volumes to be distributed gratuitously 

or at a nominal price in the Woman’s building. All these and a thousand other 
matters received the careful and intelligent consideration of the Board of Lady 
Managers. As to enterprise, forethought, and executive ability their administration 
compared favorably with that of any department in the Exposition. 

As to the reception accorded in foreign lands to the im itation of the Board of 
Lady Managers, it may first of all be stated that never before in the history of the 
world's international expositions has so much interest been taken in a display of 
woman’s work. In many European countries committees were organized, including 
some of the most able and distinguished women; societies were formed to promote 
the interests of women in various branches of industry, and circulars were widely 
distributed explaining the purposes of the Board. Not alone from Europe came 
the foreign participants in this department, but from Mexico, Japan and elsewhere 
were forwarded applications for space, the empress of the latter country supplying 
from her own purse the means for an elaborate display. 

The president of the English committee was Princess Christian of Schleswig- 
Holstein, third daughter of the queen, and among the members the duchess of 
Salisbury, the countess of Aberdeen, the baroness Burdett-Coutts, and Lady 
Churchill. Germany was represented by Princess Friederich Carl, of Prussia; hranee by Madame Carnot; 
Russia by her empress; Italy, Belgium, and Holland by their respective queens, and thus to royal and other 
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personages throughout the world spread the current of enthusiasm. By the English committee application was 
made and granted for sufficient space in the \\ Oman’s building to permit a complete representation ot the 
hospital department of the Royal British Nurse's Association. By the baroness Burdctt-Coutts, as its president, 
was personally superintended the arrangement of the philanthropic section of the English womens display. 
In Prussia the best specimens of woman’s work, with statistics of woman’s progress were most carefully collected. 
I'nun Berlin came word that all women’s associations for charity, industry, and art would be represented in 
the German commission. All these and a score of other instances attested the world-wide interest aroused In 
the Board of Lady Managers. 

Nor did the Board forget to provide for the less fortunate of their sex who visited the Fair by thousands 
the workwomen ot the 1 nited States, many of whom, alter contributing their skilled labor to some of the 
most interesting of the exhibits, possessed but the scantiest of means for a trip to the great Exposition, 
for this purpose was organized the Woman’s Dormitory Association, with a capital of <150,000, in shares of 
s, ° cat h, such shares to be received in payment for accommodations to be furnished in buildings adjacent to 
the grounds. I hus, at a cost of some forty cents a day, the holders of single shares were provided with 
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comfortable rooms under matronly care. W hen vacancies occurred this privilege was extended to women who 
were not among the stockholders, but at slightly higher rates. 

For the care of children, special provision in the form of a children's home was made bv the Board of 
Lady Managers, who took on themselves this necessary branch of the Exposition, since by the board of 
directors no plans were formulated, and no funds provided for the purpose. A site was granted adjacent to the 
Woman's building, on condition that money for a suitable edifice was secured within sixty days. This was 
raised, though with considerable difficulty, largely among mothers and educators in all portions of the United 
States, and in part among the children themselves, every child or children's club that subscribed even a single 
dollar receiving as a souvenir of the Fair a printed certificate stamped with the gold seal of the board. For 
the benefit of this most worthy enterprise a bazaar, of itself a miniature fair, was held in December, 1892, at 
the Chicago residence of Mrs Potter Palmer, and thus thousands of dollars were added to the fund. Of the 
building and its contents, which formed in truth a most interesting exhibit, a description will be given in 
connection with that of the Woman’s department. Suffice it here to say that the main purpose of the home 
was to provide for children the best <>1 care and attention, while permitting their mothers or guardians to enjoy 
at will all the attractions of the place. But here was no repetition of such piteous spectacles as occurred in 
Paris during the Exposition of 1889, when more than three thousand infants were abandoned to the tender 
mercies of the creche. At Chicago the creche was merely an adjunct of the home, where children not less 
than one year old might be left under charge of trained and skillful nurses, with ample provision for all their 
wants. For the little ones were furnished amusements suited to their age, and for their mothers brief lectures 
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higher civilzation and a broader human progress." 

B) lie central organization of the congresses 
themselves similar but more cordial invitations, couched 
ill less preentious phrase, were addressed to societies 
and individuals, the former being requested to appoint 
not only delegates but committees of cooperation, and 
by all other means within their power contribute to the 
success of tie conferences. For, as the}* stated, and that 
ill no vein >1 sell conceit, "However great may be the 
honor and ulvantnge. which any nation will derive from 
a participation in the magnificent material exhibit al¬ 
ready assur'd, it is not too much to say that a higher 
glory and nore lasting benefits may be secured by send¬ 
ing its eindent men and women to take part in the world's congresses of 

The congresses were divided into two main classes or series, termed 
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<m<i special, the former presenting for consideration, somewhat alter the fashion of popular lectures, and in 
suitable shape lor extensive publication, topics in connection with the progress and problems of ancient and 
modern civilization. By the special conferences was to be considered a large variety of subjects, mentioned 
elsewhere in this chapter, among the more interesting being those in connection with scientific and religious 

associations, including the department of Sunday rest, by which the question was 
to be treated not only in its religious aspect, but in its physiological, economical, 
social, and ethical relations. 

Certain it is that if thorough organization is an element of success, that 
element is not found lacking in the World’s Congress Auxiliary. In its seventeen 
departments there are no less than a hundred divisions, in all of which conven¬ 
tions are to lie held, each division with its committee of arrangements, and each 
committee with its advisory council, the members of which are selected from every 
quarter ot the world, and from those accepted as authorities on the subject to be 
presented for consideration. There is also a woman’s branch, consisting of com¬ 
mittees of women, who will meet in conference with those of the other sex 
whenever it may be deemed expedient. 

l he following are among subjects to be brought before the various depart¬ 
ments: On the 15th of May, 1893, the first congress would open with an 
exposition of woman's progress, embracing all the spheres in which women have 
achieved success, and to include a general congress of representative women 
gathered from all civilized countries. Later would be held congresses in connection with the public press, and 
with medicine and surgery. For June the chosen themes were temperance, moral and social reform, and 
commerce and finance; for July, music, literature and education; for August, engineering, art and architecture, 
government, science and philosophy, and a general department of subjects specially assigned. 1 he September 
congresses would be devoted to the labor question and to religious topics, including missions and church societies; 

those of October to matters concerning public health, Sunday rest, and agriculture. 

The scope of the several departments was sufficiently comprehensive, includ¬ 
ing in each subject a number of subdivisions and kindred branches, either suggested 
or assigned. Taking, for instance, the department of literature, whose congresses 
were to open on the ioth of July, we find among its general divisions history, 
philology, authors, libraries, folk-lore, and copyright, while by one of the committees 
was to be considered “the practicability of a common language for use in the 
commercial relations of the civilized world. ’ By the president of the Auxiliary 
the following were suggested among others as appropriate themes for consideration - 
The influence of literature, the unities of language and literature; the condition 
and future of historical literature; the methods of historic research; the collection, 
arrangement, and management of libraries; the common interests of authors, and 
the protection of literary property. 

Not the least interesting feature in the department of literature is the folk¬ 
lore congress, organized bv an advisory council selected from the most eminent men in lolk-loic science. 
Letters were addressed to folk-lore societies, inviting their cooperation, and to individuals .appeals were made, 
asking their participation in a project to which had already been promised the support of some of the foremost 
literary and scientific men. The subjects were arranged in the following chapters: 1. Myths and traditional 
beliefs. II. Oral literature and folk-music. III. Customs, institutions, and ritual. IV. Artistic, emblematic, 

and economic folk-lore. Kaeh chapter was divided into sections, and among the sub¬ 
jects included in the first were the origin of myths, the philosophy and faculty of 
myth-making, the- survival of myths in history, nature myths, hero myths, and animal 
myths. Under the second heading were presented the relation of Indian, Negro. 
Mexican, and other native American legends to Luropean legends; dialects, popular 
slang and argot, with their effect on language; folk rhyme and rhymed literature; 
the historical value of popular songs; and the bibliography of folk-lore. In the third 
division were contained a history of customs and institutions; the effect of particular 
■ customs national character; Indian ceremonies; Voudou rites; totemism, castes, 

dan organization, and tribal relations. In the fourth chapter, the subjects of which 
were illustrated by ethnographic and archaeological collections, were divinities and 
cults; fetiches and amulets; emblems of command and servitude, of peace and war; 
and among those relating to superstitions and beliefs were witch-pins and instruments 

of torture, with iconographie. representations of popular fanaticism. 

Thus it will be seen that the folk-lore congress by no means accepted as the scope of that science the 
definition of Dean French, who describes it as “The tales, legends, or superstitions long current among the 
people " In the list of subjects here presented is only a small portion of those suggested in the preliminary 

announcement of the congress, and 
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there submitted formed but the barest 
meins the programme was no less corn- 
government; as the general divisions 
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prehensive. Take for instance that of 
we have jurisprudence, and law reform; 
eminent; executive administration; in¬ 
peace. In the second of these were in¬ 
science; social science; the single tax and 
weights and measures; postal service; 
in republics, kingdoms, and empires, 
tion all its leading branches were em- 
that of a kindergarten, with manual and 
ing, domestic and economic training, 
the cleat and blind. At the close of the 
World's General Educational Congress, 
tion would be suitably represented. In 
ligion was to be convened, for the first 
(ecumenical council, at which would be 
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of more general interest, being so arranged as 
for about 3,000 persons. But discussion, in 
tute no part of the programme formulated by 
remarked, “Unprepared discussion or miseeb 
tent with a plan of which the chief object is 
(Mi all the great questions of the age, in a 
IIow it was possible to do even scant 
jeets proposed by the various departments, 
problem that will first of all present itsell 
of human knowledge, whether in science, 
commerce or finance, in government, in 
is not here represented. From the most 
political questions, to topics in relation to 
is omitted in the scope of these world-em- 
as briefly stated bv themselves, is “to 
the living problems now awaiting solution.’ 
members of both included not only men 


present many of the leading representatives of the world's 
historic faiths. “If,” say the committee in its first report, 
“not only catholics and protestants, Jews and representa¬ 
tives of the Greek church, but Buddhists, Brahmins, Con- 
fucians, Parsecs, and Mohammedans shall sit together in 
frank and friendly conference over the great things of our 
common spiritual and moral life 1 , this one fact will impart to 
the Columbian Exposition a great celebrity and importance.” 

The meetings of all the congresses were to be open 
to the public, for whose accommodation there would be two 
main audience rooms and a score at least of smaller ones, 
each of the former, where were to be discussed subjects 

to afford seats 
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the broader sense of the term, would eonsti- 
this series of congresses; for, as their president 
laneous debate would obv iously be inconsis- 
to procure the maturest thought of the world 
form best adapted to universal publication.” 
justice to the endless multiplicity of sub- 
and that without jar or repetition, is the 
to the reader; for there is hard!}' a branch 
art, or literature, in industrial pursuits, in 
education, in religion or philosophy, that 
abstruse, of scientific, philosophical, and 
temperance and vegetarian societies, nothing 
bracing conferences, whose specific purpose, 
review the progress of mankind, and state 
But as with the Fair administration, so with the congresses, the 
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of culture but ot wide experience 
and proved ability, men who possessed not only 
the faculty of planning, but the rarer faculty of 
organizing and carrying into effect. 

()i one thing the visitor could rest assured 
on entering the chambers of these conferences, and 
that is that he would not be bored. The themes 
were most carefully selected and arranged with a 
view to avoid iteration and prolixity, and at the 
same time to secure strength and as far as possible 
fulness ot treatment. All lectures and discourses 
were strictly limited as to time; for, as stated in 
the general programme, “it would obviously be 
better, in a given hour, to have two or three com¬ 
pact papers from as many different leaders, than 
to give, the time at command to one of them for 
a long discourse embracing several subjects.” For 
the main object of the conferences, which were to 



F 0, Ml 


_ET 


E. C. CULP 



Tin : BOOK OF TI!F FAIR 


/ / 



MlO'A'AY PLASANCE 


state results and consider the more important and interesting of social, political, and industrial problems, lengthy 
addn •s>-es would be out of place. They rather resembled, in this respect, those delivered at the Sunset club 
of Chicago, whose postprandial discussions or talks, as they are termed, on subjects previous!}’ announced, are 
limited to twenty minutes for the leader, and eight minutes for each of those who follow. 

The time remaining after each 
address was to be, at the discretion of 
the officer presiding, placed at the dis¬ 
posal of the most eminent among the 
participants at the several conferences. 

, _ ( , Hut, as the programme explained, 

• “The summaries of progress to be. 

presented, and the problems of the 
age to be stated in the World’s Con¬ 
gresses of 1893, would not be sub¬ 
mitted to the vote of those who might 
happen to be present, but would be 
offered for subsequent deliberate ex¬ 
amination by the enlightened minds 
of all countries; for unrestricted dis¬ 
cussion in the forum, the pulpit, and 
the public press, and finally for the 
impartial judgment of that exalted 
public opinion which expresses the 
consensus of such minds." 

In truth it was a worthy enter¬ 
prise in which they were engaged, and 
their invitations and announcements 
were cordially received in even quar¬ 
ter of the world. just as tlu- visitor to the Columbian Exposition sees there the highest forms of development 
in the arts and sciences, the manufactures and industries of the world, so at its congresses he listens to descrip¬ 
tions of the progress and results achieved in every department of civilized, life, voiced by some of the foremost 
exponents in every sphere of human activity, investigation, and research. As to the proceedings of the various 
congresses, I shall h ave occasion to 
speak in a later section of this work. 

By each department of the Ex¬ 
position special r e gu 1 a t io n s w e r e 
framed, of which mention will be made 

in its place. Among the general rules a, 

prescribed by (ieorge K. Davis, the 
chief executive officer, with the sanc¬ 
tion of the Hoard of Control, the fol¬ 
lowing are worthy of note: 1 he re¬ 
ception of exhibits would commence 
on the 1 st of November, 1892, and 
would cease on the 10th of April, 189.3, 
the limit of time for their admission 
being extended only some three weeks 
before the opening of the Fair, to the 
thirtieth of the latter month. Exhib¬ 
itors would not be charged for space, 
but must defray the expense of trans¬ 
portation, handling, arrangement and 
removal. A limited amount of power 
would be furnished free of cost, any 
excess to be supplied at Exposition 
prices. Permits would be given to 

exhibitors, specifying the location and space allotted to each, such permits to he non-transferable; all exhibits 
to be limited to the articles specified in the application, and if intended to compete lor awards it must be 
so stated. No dangerous or offensive articles, among which latter were included patent medicines, nostrums, 
and other empirical preparations, would be admitted. Exhibitors’ cards and circulars, intended for distribution, 
must be kept within their space, the right being reserved to discontinue this privilege whenever it became 
annoyiw to visitors. The commissioners would not be responsible for damage or destruction of exhibits, though 
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taking all reasonable precautions for their safety. No articles could be sold for removal before the close ot 
the Fair, except by special concession or privilege granted by the committee on wavs and means; but alter 
the closing daw October 30, [893, all exhibits should be removed as soon as possible, goods remaining on hand 
at the opening of the following year to be at the disposal of the management. 

As to state buildings, the regulations required that they should be tasteful in design, in harmony with 
their surroundings, and that their plans should be subject to the approval of the director-general and the chief 
of construction. Two or more states or territories might share a single building, and, under the control ot the 
state board, but subject to the general rules prescribed for the Exposition; all such buildings were to be used 
as headquarters, and for the convenience and entertainment of visitors from the section of country which they 
represented. All exhibits intended to compete for prizes should be placed in the main buildings and grouped 
according to the official classification, except such as in the opinion of the director-general could only be 
displayed to advantage in the grounds. 

Of foreign commissioners it was required, among other provisions, that before the 1 st of November 
1892 they should forward to the director-general plans displaying the method of distributing the space assigned 
to them, with lists of exhibitors and other necessary information. Exhibits landed at original ports of entry 
would be allowed to go forward to the grounds under the supervision of customs officers without examination 
and duty free, except for articles intended for sale in the United States. If exhibits were intended to compete 
for medals or diplomas, it must so be stated by the exhibitors. The arrangement of all exhibits and 
decorations must conform with the general plan of the directorate. Foreign commissions, or such agents as 
they might designate, would be held responsible for the reception and removal of goods; and should no 
authorized person be present to receive them, they would at once be placed in storage at the risk and expense 
of whomsoever it might concern. 

The arrangements made by the several departments tor the accommodation and protection ot exhibitors 
left nothing to be desired. For a year or more the Traffic department, of which Elbert IT Jaycox was 
appointed manager, was in communication, directly or indirectly, with at least one thousand railroad companies, 
and with the hundreds of steamship companies whose vessels ply on American waters, with a view to secure 
the most favorable rates for transportation and travel. After much tedious negotiation, though in a measure 
simplified by the traffic associations through which business was conducted with the principal railroad systems, 
a general arrangement was made for the return of exhibits free of cost on condition that full rates were paid 
for their carriage to Chicago, and that meanwhile their ownership remained unchanged. With many of the 
minor roads, from which no large business in this direction could be expected, more favorable terms were 
made. By South American railway and steamship companies, liberal reductions were granted in their freight 
and passenger schedules. W ith transoceanic steamship lines, and with coast, lake, and other transportation 
companies, a general rate was established of ^2.50 a ton, all of them showing a disposition to meet the wishes 
of the management. 

Bv some of the railroad systems of the United States a reduction was made of from a fifth to a third 
on their regular passenger fares, with return tickets available for two or more months from the 1st of May; 
but in this respect the railroad corporations were less liberal than in their rates on transportation, some of 
them making only slight concessions, and others none at all. By several of these companies it was urged that 
there was no good reason why railroad charges should be reduced, while there would be no reduction, but rather 
an advance in those of hotels and boarding houses, especially as under their usual tariff they would have all 
the traffic they could handle. On the other hand, to put the matter on no higher grounds, it is certain that 
a moderate concession would have been more than compensated by increase in the volume of travel, not only 
to and from Chicago, but between other points of attraction. As to inability to handle this traffic, the fact 
that many months before, the opening of the Exposition a single firm was manufacturing cars at the rate of 
seventy-five a day, does not point in that direction. At the London exhibition of 1851 passengers were 

carried to and from north of England cities, a distance of 500 to 600 miles, at the rate of a quarter of a 
cent a mile, even that rate yielding, it was said, a not inconsiderable profit. As a result, although Asiatic 
cholera prevailed at the time, the' attendance was larger than at the Paris Exposition held four years later, 
almost as large as the London Exposition of 1861, both of them far superior in spectacular and artistic 

display, and though open for the smallest number of days, was, from a financial point of view, the most 
successful of all the great world's fairs. 

As to the charges of the transportation department itself, for the reception and handling of exhibits on 
the Exposition grounds, a rate was announced in january 1893 °f slx cents for 100 pounds, with a minimum 
of fifty cents for single packages, and an extra rate for exhibits exceeding fifteen tons in weight, arrangements 
for the reception of the latter to be made in advance with the managers. Similar charges must be paid on 
the removal of exhibits, but in neither case did such charges apply to those ot states and territories or ol 
foreign powers whose exhibits would be in charge of officials appointed by themselves. Finally, no dutv 
would be exacted on foreign exhibits, except for those that might be sold within the limits of the United 
States, in which case they would be subject to the regular customs dues. 

Of the facilities for reaching the city of the Fair, and for making the tour of that city, brief mention 

has already been made; and assuredly there could be no cause of complaint in this connection. At the 
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Tkiris I".xposition of 1889 the daily attendance was on an average more than 137,000, and on the closing day 
reached what was then the unprecedented total of 400,000 visitors. But Chicago proposed to handle, if 
necessary, a passenger traffic of 100,000 an hour; nor was this an idle boast when we consider lien' railroad 
and street-car system, together with the lake steamers utilized for the purposes of the Fair. 

J11 other departments, whether pertaining to the Exposition proper or to the thousand ramifications 
connected therewith, there has been such thorough organization and such close attention to detail that, as it 
would seem, only one of three coating- encics could stand in the way of success. 


I hesc were an outbreak of Asiatic 
tiagration. On the two first it is not 
to the last it may be stated that a 
the autumn of 189a a committe 
make a careful inspection of the 
they reported: There was first 
firemen, drilled up to the high- 
ency, equipped with the best 
uted throughout the grounds, 
duty by dav and night. There 
thousand; there were Babcock 
number; chemical engines by the 
reaching to the top of the talk* 
water supply of more 
Ions a day; there was 
canal, with powerful 
of hose, ready for in- 
tliere was an excellent 
mils, with fire alarm 
points, and with men 
to work them. With 
no wonder that the 
carried on the buildings 
period did not exceed 
but this was largely 
temples of industry 
filled with their prec- 
Forthe safety of 
person and property, 
also taken. For special 
was a large and well 
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cholera, a railroad strike, and a com 
my purpose further to remark; but as 
possible precautions were taken. In 
>f insurance men was appointed to 
fire department, and this is what 
of all a strong and reliable corps of 

est standard of effici- 
appliances, well distrib¬ 
and with a force on 
were fire buckets bv the 
extinguishers without 
score, with hose lines 
structure, and with a 
than 64,000,000 gal- 
a fire-boat in the grand 
pumps and half a mile 
stant service. Finally 
system of electric sig- 
boxes at all necessary 
always ready and able 
such precautions it is 
amount of insurance 
during the construction 
two or three, millions; 
increased when the 
were completed and 
ions contents, 
the public, both as to 
due precautions were 
duty at the Fair there 
disciplined force of 


police, and to act in conjunction with them and with the fire department was organized the Columbian guard, 
mustering during the Fair from 2,000 to 2,500 men, under command of Colonel Edmund Rice, a Gettysburg 
veteran of the 19th Massachusetts volunteers. The Guard was divided into companies conveniently distributed 
through the grounds, two on patrol duty, one at each of the gates, one or more at each of the various 
buildings, one for secret service or detective duty, and with a strong service always held in hand for 
emergencies. In the use of appliances for suppressing fires they were so thor¬ 
oughly drilled and so on the alert that only once between June and December of 
1892, on an October da}', when the dome of the Machinery hall was threatened 
with destruction, were the services of the regular fire department required. 

Meanwhile they extinguished countless incipient fires, such as were almost in¬ 
evitable where as many as 12,000 men were employed at a time, and in so 
doing more than once saved the city of the Fair from a Chicago conflagration. 

To the guards is intrusted the safe keeping of everything on the grounds, 
whether in the shape of buildings, exhibits, or other public or personal property, 
and as they were guardians of the place during the construction period, when 
accidents were of frequent occurrence, so to their care and protection is com¬ 
mitted the army of visitors during the term of the Fair. In case of need 
patrol wagons can be. had at a moment’s notice; thieves and disorderly characters 
are promptly given into custody, and in the event of more serious trouble a 
strong force can be at once despatched from headquarters, with which there is 
instant communication from every quarter of the grounds. If required thus to 
the men are expected to restore order merely by force of numbers, no 
beiim carried except a small sword, and that more for ornament than 
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use. For their appearance, dis¬ 
cipline, intelligence, and zeal, 
the Columbian guards are among 
the interesting features, and 
never perhaps was organized 
for such a purpose a more 
efficient body of men. All were 
subjected to a critical test before 
being appointed, and were re¬ 
quired to furnish proof of good 
character, ability, and habits. 

They must be at least five feet 
eight inches in height, of good 
ph ysique, and not less than 
twenty-one nor more than thirty - 
five years of age. Many of 
them had served in the ranks 

of the army, and not a few in the navy; there are ex-army and 
ex-police officers, men from every state in the Union and from a 
score of foreign nations, college graduates and linguists who converse 
in a dozen different tongues, all selected as the best among main 
thousand applicants, all of them competent, thoroughly equipped, 
and kept ever on the alert by a constant system of drill and in¬ 
spection. 

For the headquarters of the police, the Columbian guards, and 
the Fire department, together with those of the chief of construction, 
an edifice called the Service building was erected near the 1'es¬ 
tival hall and the Horticultural building. Here also is the 
hospital in charge of Dr John E. Owens, its medical director, and with the most complete of modern appoint¬ 
ments. Here were treated, during the construction period, from 200 to 300 patients, most of them suffering 
from the effects of injuries caused not from any lack of precautions, but by the fact that the men were not 
accustomed to work on structures of such vast proportions. By the Woman’s building is another so-called 
model hospital, a term by no means inappropriate, for both as to service and equipments,, everything of the 
best has been provided, with physicians and trained nurses, and with arrangements so perfect that this is of 
itself in the nature of an exhibit. In a room devoted to the purpose are couches and hospital beds for such 
cases of sudden indisposition or accident as do not require serious treatment. Hither come or are conveyed 
those afflicted with sudden faint¬ 
ness or hysteria, and here the 
aged or infirm may find a rest¬ 
ing place at any hour of the 
day. 

A feature of the Hair is 
the five acres of dining and re¬ 
freshment rooms, for such is 
the floor space set apart for 
these important adjuncts. 

There are twenty-seven Restaur¬ 
ants and cafes, with one hund¬ 
red and fifteen dining-rooms, 
with tables set forth from 
kitchens as complete as those 
of a hotel, with seats for 8,000 
persons, and with more than 
1,000 waiters and cooks. They 
are well distributed throughout 
the grounds, the best hieing that 
of the Administration building, 
near the common terminus of 
the several railroad lines bv 
which the place is approached. 

There are many smaller res¬ 
taurants, for the most part in 
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MOORISH BARBER SHOP 


EGYPTIAN SHOE STORE 


i^r connection with state and for¬ 
eign buildings; there are lunch 
counters, each luving some 

< * specialty, and in the Dairy 

'%; . building is a luncheon room 

C j where articles of food pre¬ 

pared from the choicest pro¬ 
ducts of the dairy are set be¬ 
fore the visitors. In a word 
the pilgrim to the great show 
can find within its gates such 
diet as suits his palate and 
purse. By those to whom 
concessions are granted for 
such purposes, a percentage 
ot the receipts, usually a quar¬ 
ter, was made payable to the 

management, thus furnishing a considerable source of revenue. 

In this connection a word may be said as to newspaper 
and other unfounded reports of extortion to which visitors 
would be subjected at the Fair. Doubtless there was many 
a scheme for fleecing the unwary; but he who permitted 
himself to be fleeced had only himself to blame. By the 
Bureau of public comfort under charge of \Y. Marsh Carson, 
a systematic canvass was made of the city with a view to 
provide at modern e rates the best possible accommodation for 
the expected army of sightseers. As tin: result rooms were 
secured for many thousands ol persons in some ot the', best resi¬ 
dence sections of the city at an average daily rate of si. ty for 
each person, such rooms to be at the disposal of those who en¬ 
gage them directly at the bureau. This rate did not, of course, 
apply to first class hotels or to the. more expensive buildings erected in the- neighborhood of Jackson park. On 
the other hand accommodations could be had in less fashionable suburbs at lower prices, and by visitors who 
preferred the' seclusion and economy of private rooms there was no difficulty' in finding quarters to suit their taste. 




1'he financial affairs of the Exposition are conducted by some ol the ablest of Chicago's business men, 
and with consummate ability. When first the project of a world’s fair began to take shape, the outlay was 
estimated at sy,000,000, or much below that of Philadelphia of 1876 and the Paris Exposition of 1889. But, 
in keeping with their world-wide reputation for enterprise, the people of Chicago would brook no unseemly stint or 
false economy. Before the buildings were completed it was known that the affair would cost nearly twice as much 
as any exhibition which had been held in the history of the world. Its grounds were to occupy' nearly four times 
as many acres, and its area under roof was to be twice as great as at any former exhibition, while at no other was 
there so large a proportion of foreign participants. 


Before the passage in April 1890 of the act 
of congress authorizing the enterprise funds were 
procured, as we have seen, to the amount of $10,- 
000,000, of which one-half was voted in bonds by 
the cilv council of Chicago, and the other half, later 

increased by' nearly an¬ 
other million, through 
subscriptions to the cap¬ 
ital stock. By the sale 
of debenture bonds was 
realized s4,000,000; by 
the United States was 
appropriated under the 
provisions of the act, 
si,500,000 for its own 
building and exhibit, to¬ 
gether with incidental 
expenses and labor, and 
JRK without including such 
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premiums, $2,500,000 in the shape of 5,000,000 souvenir coins, 
from the sale of which it was expected that an equal amount 
would be secured in premiums, making in all a total of sip, 
000,000. The cost of construction and operation, including all 
expenses until the closing day, were estimated at $21,250,000, 
leaving a deficit of only >2,250,000, without taking into account 
any of the sources of income. As to the estimates of that in¬ 
come formed by the management, a comparison may later be 
made* with the actual results. 

In connection with the financial aspect, it may here be 
mentioned that, as the opening day drew nigh, reports were 
circulated that the enterprise was bankrupt. So far from being 
in such a strait, it was officially stated that in February 1893 
the management had in bank a balance of $2,500,000, with 
more than another million in unsold bonds, and that at no 
time had the balance to its credit been less 
Nevertheless, to meet the expenditure still 
congress had been asked to advance as a loan 
repaid from the 


than $1,500,000. 
to be incurred, 
$$,000,000, to be 
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income. C on- 
si d eri n g that 
Chicago had al¬ 
ready advanced 
nearly $11,000,- 
000, a n d that 

conservative estimates placed the receipts from all sources at 
about $4,000,000 above the total outlay, the application was by 
no means unreasonable. Moreover, it should be remembered that 
many millions had been expended, and that many more were yet 
to be expended by the people of our own and foreign lands, 
either as participants or visitors, and that the enterprise would 
largely increase the sale of American goods in existing markets, 
and open to them new markets in every quarter of the world. 

By the states and territories of this republic, and by for¬ 
eign nations, including local and individual subscriptions, it is 
probable that not less than $15,000,000 was added to the amount 
expended on the proposition, making a total outlay of some $32,- 
000,000 before its opening day. Never before, even at the Paris 
1 Exposition of 1889, were foreign contributions so numerous and on 
so liberal a scale, more than fifty foreign nations and colonies 
being represented, and with appropriations ranging from $800,000 

for that of Germany to $ i, 200, 



ALASKAN village 



SOUDANESE HUT 


for the Danish West Indies. 

Looking at it merely from a financial point of view, all the vast sums 
expended on its buildings and exhibits, on the transportation, custody, and 
safe return of its myriads of groups, with other incidental expenses, formed 
but a small percentage of the aggregate to be disbursed by the visitors 
themselves. By these visitors large amounts would be distributed among 
the hotels, boarding-houses, restaurants, stores, theatres, transportation and 
other companies, and individuals that catered to the needs, amusements, 
and caprices of this gathering of the nations. Among these were not in¬ 
cluded the many thousands whose homes were within easy reach of Chicago, 
and bv whom would be greatly' increased the amount of this expenditure 
and the volume of attendance. 

Finally, it may be remembered that, in expending thrice the sums 
devoted to any previous exposition, the management knew perfectly well 
what they were about. They merely cast upon the waters bread that 
would return to them before many days with tenfold its former bulk; for 
should the monetary affairs of the enterprise result in financial loss, the 
benefits that would accrue indirectly, not merely the number of dollars that 
would find their way into Chicago vaults, but the stimulus imparted to in¬ 
dustries, the quickening of the pulse of commerce, the reputation acquired 






















TIFE HOOK OF THE /•'. UR 


8 ^ 


for Chicago’s products and for the products of the great west in all the 
markets of the world, the concentration of interest, for however brief 
a period, on a city that fifty years ago was almost unknown beyond a 

radius of as many miles, here are some of the re¬ 
sults that will remain and bear fruit for many a 
cycle after the last vestige of this great display has 
disappeared from the face of the earth. 

Let us not judge merely from the utili¬ 
tarian point of view, and most of all let us 
not judge sold} in relation to the influence 
on foreign countries, but rather in relation to 
the influence on our own community. Says 
a well known writer, in considering what 
the Columbian Exposition would do lot* 
America: “Its national will be of far 
m o r e vital i m p o r t a n c e tha n its 
international effect. \\ hat we 
chiefly wish to lay stress upon is 
its claim upon Americans as a 
very beautiful spectacle, and 
still more forcible, its claim upon 
Americans as a very instructive 
spectacle. It will delight their eyes 
as nothing else has done. It will 
teach them the nature and value of 
art as nothing else could do. And 
it will confirm and increase their 

faith in those democratic institutions which once more, in a new field, have proved themselves capable of a 
magnificent, an unrivalled achievement.” 



IN GROUP ON PERISTYLE PRATT 


As to awards and medals, it was decided, after much discussion, that they should be distributed among 
every class of exhibits. By congressional act of April 1S90 it was provided that tlu 1 national commission 
should, among other functions, “appoint all judges and examiners for the Exposition and award all premiums, 
if any.” At a later session of the national legislature s 100,000 was appropriated for the casting of 50,000 
bronze medals and for 50,000 diplomas, this bat a small portion of the outlay to be incurred by the committee 
of awards. By many of the exhibitors protests were made against awards of any kind, some of them even 
threatening to withdraw their exhibits on the ground that they had everything to lose and nothing to gain by 
their goods being classed with those of inferior grade. This cpiestion determined, came the method of granting 
awards, whether bv what were termed, in self-explanatory phrase, the single judge or the jury system, the 
latter the one adopted at former international exhibitions. The former provoked no little opposition, not only 
from exhibitors, but from the director-general and the chiefs of departments, whose tables were covered with 
written protests and offers to withdraw applications for exhibiting space. Especially were artists opposed to the 
single judge system, refusing to submit their work to the judgment of any single member of their profession. By 
the head of the Fine Arts department it was stated before the Board of Control that the adoption of this 
system would leave the galleries of the Art Palace almost bare of the choicest works of living artists. Finally 
it was determined to place all decisions in the hands of juries, competitors to state their intention to compete for 
prizes, a written report to be filed in each instance, stating why an award had been made or withheld, and 
with right of appeal to the executive committee, by whom a re-examination might be ordered. In the interests 
of American artists and of the Department of Fine Arts advisory committees and juries of selection were estab¬ 
lished in the principal art centres of Europe and the Fnited States. Oi the organization and functions of 
these committees mention will be made in connection with art exhibits. 


As the question of opening the gates on Sundays was one which gave rise to much acrimonious 
discussion, it may here be stated that although the}- were opened, the work of employes was reduced to a 
minimum, and with none of the machinery or manufacturing and other processes in operation. Certain it is 
that nothing of a boisterous or demoralizing character is permitted on any day of the week, and least of all 
on the. Sabbath. In answer to the countless petitions and protests that were forwarded to the management in 
this relation, it may be said that few employe's are required to work on the Sabbath: that their task is tor 
the most part merely nominal; that they are allowed some other week day of rest; that it requires no more 
attendants for a hundred thousand visitors to the Exposition than tor a hundred thousand visitors at 
other and perhaps more questionable places of amusement: that the Fail' is the most liberal of all 
educational agencies: finally that here can be read some of the noblest sermons preached since the great 
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Nazarene delivered from the Judean mount the most sublime discourse that ever fell from the lips of man or 
saint or angel. 


Among the most attractive phases of the Exposition are the musical entertainments held in the Festival 
hall, a vast amphitheatre at the southern extremity of Jackson park, with accommodation for an audience of 
to, 000 or more. Grand choruses were carefully drilled for the purpose, and here are heard some of the finest 
military bands in the world, those of France, Germany, England, and other foreign nations, together with the 
choicest in the United States, taking part in a series of popular concerts such as have seldom been heard 
before. At the north end of the peristyle which spans the entrance to the lagoon is the Music hall intended 
for professionals and connoisseurs, where are frequent opportunities to listen to some of the foremost artists 
in the world, with programmes of the highest standard, such as rank with the most memorable performances 
in the history of vocal and instrumental art. Here is also the Recital hall for smaller concerts, and 
distributed throughout the grounds arc music stands for the accommodation of the various bands, among others 
present being that of the garde du corps of Emperor William. 

As announced by Theodore Thomas, the musical director of the Exposition, it was proposed by the- bureau 
of music to group all illustrations and performances around two central ideas; first, “to make a complete 
showing to the world of musical progress in this country in all grades and departments from the lowest to 
the highest; second, to firing before the people of the United States a full illustration of music in its highest 
forms, as exemplified by the most enlightened nations of the world." By a commissioner despatched to Europe 
to invite the participation of distinguished composers, such favorable answers were received as permitted a 
succession of international concerts, where might be heard the best that each nation could produce. By the 
bureau itself invitations were forwarded to the principal choral societies throughout the country, where 
cooperation was requested, not only for their love of art, but for the opportunity thus to show to the world 
the artistic excellence already attained by our own musical organizations. Not the least interesting feature in 
this department are the bi-monthly concerts in the Woman’s building, at which only female amateurs of the 
foremost rank are allowed to take part. 





Wori.u’s Faik 
MlSCIil I, ANY . The 
management of the 
World’s Fair was par¬ 
tially model led alter that of 
the Paris F.xposition of 1889. 
To gather details ns to the oper¬ 
ation of the latter, Edward I . Jell- 
ery, a member of the Hoard of 
Reference and Control, was sent to 
tlie French capital with several as¬ 
sistants, and returned with a valu¬ 
able report. 

Among the vice-presidents of 
the Board of I.ady Managers is one 
of the leading journalists of the 
southern stales, who also manages a 
large and profitable sugar plantation. 

Although it is the policy of the 
management closely to restrict the 
sale of merchandise and even curi¬ 
osities within the grounds, exhibits 
may he used as samples, from which orders may he filled elsewhere. 
While this will not he encouraged it cannot he prevented, for it is a 
matter over which the authorities have no control. 

Many exhibits were delayed by the non-payment of charges 
trom Chicago to Jackson park, the authorities refusing in all cases 
to advance such charges. 


Karly in March 1893 the jury on fine arts met in the building of 
the Art Institute to select from a large number of American pictures 
offered by intending exhibitors those worthy of exhibiting space. 
In New York, Philadelphia, and Boston there were local juries, to 
whom were submitted the works of artists in the states which those 
cities represented. 

One of the most interesting features in the programme of the 
Congress Auxiliary is the Youth's Congress, composed of a small 
number of the brightest and most promising students, chosen from 
all the principal nations of the world; those from foreign lands to he 
selected by their ministers of education; those from the Cnited 
States by state superintendents of education; hut none to he less 
than thirteen nor more than twenty years of age. At their sessions 
will he present some of the loremost teachers and writers of the age, 
and it is intended that the students themselves will take part in the 
discussions. As stated by the committee of organization, "It is 
purposed to draw together the worthiest and the most talented youth 
ol all lands, the coming leaders of mankind, that they may he led 
to realize, as could not otherwise he possible, the meaning and the 
worth of the fellowship of nations and the brotherhood of man.” 

Of Colonel Rice, commander of the Columbian guards, it should 
he said that on the field of Gettysburg none rendered better service 
than he aild his men of the ugh Massachusetts volunteers. W hen 
the union lines were broken by Pickett’s column, this corps placed 
itself in the gap, and for a time withstood alone the enemy’s fire at a 
distance of fifteen paces, half the regiment being killed or wounded, 
and among the latter Colonel Rice, who 
fell in I rout of his regiment, with one foot 
on the body of a prostrate foe. Pres¬ 
ently reinforcements arrived, and thus 
the day was saved The Columbian 
guards may he recognized bv their uni¬ 
form of light blue, the tunic ornamented 
with rows of black braid, and the cap 
with crossed gun and sword after the 
tushiem of Columbus' time. They are 
empowered to make arrests, offenders 
merely against the rules of the exposi¬ 
tion being expelled from the grounds, 
while those w ho transgress the laws of 

eit v or state are turned over P> t he police. colonc: rice 
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lo tilt' policy 
force of Chicago 
large atul neces¬ 
sary additions 
were made for the 
occasion. 15 v tile 
chief of police it 
was stated in I )e- 
ccmber 1S92 that 
no city in the 
world had, in re- 
lation to si/e and 
local conditions, 
so small a body of 
police as Chicago. 
Hut if small in 
number they were 
efficient, as was 
shown during the 
several days of 
the dedication 

ceremonies, when crowds were handled with care and discre¬ 
tion, and criminals so carefully watched that few cases of robbery 
occurred. 

Opposite the Fisheries building, and on the other side of the 
water-way, is the life-saving station, a necessary adjunct, when 
it is considered that the lagoons and canals are crowded with hun¬ 
dreds of craft, many of them of the frailest description. To 
piovidc against serious accidents through the collision or capsizing 
"* boats every precaution was taken, the station being in charge of 
the government and well manned and equipped. 

Adjacent to the grounds is an encampment of the National 
guard, where are contingents from many of the states and territories. 
It was at one time proposed to hold a camp of instruction, at which 
50,000 men would be present; but though an imposing feature, it 
was rejected on the grounds of expense, the difficulty of finding 
suitable and sufficient space for manoeuvring, and of instructing and 
handling such a force so as to make their manamvres effective. 

With railway companies arrangements were made whereby 
excursion irains, by whatever road they might reach Chicago, 
would rim to the grounds without transfer of passengers. 

I here are in Chicago nearly 1,400 hotels of every size and 
grade, with spare room sufficient for at least 150,000 extra guests; 
tins in addition to innumerable boarding and private houses where 
quarters may be had. Of restaurants and cafes there are also about 
1,000, whose capabilities tire almost unlimited For a single hotel 
project nearly $200,000 was collected in small subscriptions paid in 
advance as room rent, before even ground had been broken. 

()n the books of the bureau of public comfort is a list of several 
thousand rooms, with their prices, locations, and conveniences, 
any ol which may be engaged by visitors either personally or 
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by letter. After 
making their selec¬ 
tion they receive a 
permit to occupy the 
chosen apartments, 
paying their rent to 
the bureau, which 
deals directly with 
the landlord. By the 
Chicago Intcr Ocean 
a bureau was estab¬ 
lished and corres¬ 
pondence invited as 
to accommodations, 
exhibits, concessit >ns 
and other matters 
pertaining to the 
Fair. Such corres¬ 
pondence was to be 
directed to the 
World’s Fair depart¬ 
ment of that journal, and would be answered without other 
than that ol the stamps which must be inclosed for reply. 

•Airly in 1893 many millions of tickets were ordered by the 
management, the first instalment to be delivered on April 1st, and 
the remainder as needed. I liese tickets were required not only for 
sale to visitors, but by merchants for advertising purposes, and as 
souvenirs and curiosities. 

It lias been staled that $1,000,009 will be realized from the priv¬ 
ileges of selling pop-corn, soda-water, and lemonade, more than half 
the proceeds of which go into the Exposition treasury. 15 v a 
peanut vender, it is said, seventy per cent of the gross returns was 
offered and refused, though with a guarantee that his total payments 
should not fall short ol $140,000. I'o another applicant was granted 
the sole right of keeping wheeled chairs on the grounds, of winch 
are provided no less than 2,400; horse vehicles are not admitted 
within the inclosure. lo pay the cost of ihese chairs and of their 
attendants, and lo meet his obligations to the management, it is 
stated that the receipts of this man must reach $1,000,000. 

1'mm the commencement ol work Oil the grounds and buildings 
up to the middle of December 1.892, John K. Owens, director of the 
medical bureau, reported 23 deaths, 2,092 cases requiring surgical 
treatment, and 1,703 needing medical treatment; but as to the 
surgical cases most of them were of slight injuries. Nevertheless 
the casualties were greater in proportion than those which have 
occurred on many an historic battle-field. The largest number of 
accidents occurred at the Manufactures building, where nine men 
lost their lives, most of them by falling from great heights. No 
spectators had been injured except at the dedication services, and 
that so many of (lie workmen suffered was due, as I have said, 
to carelessness and inexperience, and not to any want of precaution. 




CHAPTER THE SIXTH 


FROM TIIK DEDICATION TO THE OPENING 'I' 


NAVAL REVIEW 




T HE three October days of the dedication ceremonies, from the 20th to the 22d of that 
month, were days that will long be remembered in the annals of the Garden city, the 
business portions of which were almost concealed by their wealth of decorations. Never 
before had there here been witnessed a spectacle, or rather a series of spectacles, at 
once so dignified, brilliant, and impressive, and never had been gathered from 
our own and foreign lands so great an assemblage of eminent men. 1 o 
thousands invitations had been extended, and by nearly all accepted, including 
among others the president of the United States and his cabinet,—the 
former detained by domestic affliction, the vice-president, ex-presidents 
Hayes and Cleveland, the judges of the supreme court, the members of 
congress, the governors of states and territories, the foreign diplomatic corps, the 
_ envoys of foreign powers, army and navy officers, and the foremost represent¬ 
atives of commerce and industry, of science, art, and education from every land. 
A gray autumnal sky ushered in m - 

tlie morn of the 20th, when half a '■l * 

million of Chicago’s citizens filled the 
streets at every point of vantage from J 1 
which could be witnessed a parade ol 
civic, fraternal, and other organizations, 

80,000 strong, passing in review before 
the vice-president of the l nited 
States. At noon, when the streets 
were cleared without disorder, all the 
invited guests, except those who took 
part in the procession, were assembled 
on the main stand, where a few min¬ 
utes later were heard the' sweet, fresh 
voices of children singing the national 
anthem. Then came a brief interval 
of silence, as from his box, seated side 
by side with the nation's vicegerent, 
the director-general of the Exposition 
gave, forth a signal that the great civic 
army was approaching. Following a 
squadron of mounted police came a 

band playing 1 “La Belle Chicago,' a cecoratioks. state street 
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melody composed for the occa¬ 
sion. and next the band of the 
Mexican republic, permitted, at 
the request ol President Diaz, 
than whom no foreign potentate 
bas displayed a deeper interest 
m the Worlds hair, to partici¬ 
pate in its initial ceremonies. 

1 hen as chief marshal rode 
General Miles, in front of his 
numerous stall, attired in civilian 
garb, and riding the sorrel 
charger which has shared with 
him the hardships of many an 
Indian campaign. Next came in 
view the head of the first grand 
division, composed of the city 
officials and the members of the 
city council, escorted by six 
platoons of the Chicago hussars, 
mounted on coal-black steeds, 
and with a rear-guard of grand 
army men and sailors, all vet¬ 
erans of the civil war. 

At tlie head of the second 
division, preceded by the Pullman 
band, came the Italian societies, 

carrying the banners of their native or adopted land, and after them the legion of Garibaldi, followed by other 
militai) companies, mounted and on loot. 1 hen, drawn by ten horses, was a huge canvas in the form of a 
float, representing a rock-bound coast, and beyond it the: Sant* Maria tossing amid the waves, her sailors 
dressed in the garb of the Columbian era. Next appeared the governors of -states, headed by those of 

Deluvair and. 1 ennsy]vania, and in the carriage of the latter General Snowdon, by whom were suppressed the 
Homestead riots. 

greeted the advent 
elcy and his Con- 
guards, attired in 
French grenadiers 
Louis XVI, when 
organized. With 
ing were saluted 
the boy ruler, as 
the Hay state, and 
of the E m p i r e 
mat ions lasting 
well out of sight, 
the welcome ae- 
governors of Ohio, 
states, but above 
of Illinois, who 
or escort, merely 
he passed the re- 
After the 1 
ernors came what 
thoughtful among 
of the most inter- 
the parade. Pre¬ 
band, headed by 

dressed in neat, new uniforms were Severn 

in Pennsylvania. The leading company carried slates and school-books; the second, type galleys; the third, 
implements or products of agriculture, and the rest, such specimens or tools as represented" their various 
pursuits. Halting in front of the grand stand, they performed a series of military evolutions with a rapidity 
and precision which won the applause; of the observers. Hut how attractive soever this spectacle, it evoked as 


Much cheering 
of Governor Bulk- 
11 c c t i c u t f o o t- 
the uniform of 
in the days of 
first the corps was 
still louder cheer- 
Governor Russell, 
he is termed, of 
Governor Flower 
state, the aecla- 
until both were 
No less hearty was 
corded to the 
Iowa, and other 
all to the governor 
rode without staff 
raising his hat as 
viewing stand, 
procession of gov 
was to the more 
the multitude one 
esting features of 
ceded by their own 
t heir principal, and 

companies of Indian students from the industrial school at Carlisle 
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BENJAMIN BUTTERWOR-H 

lIu' Farragut post. I here 
there were the kiverview 


much of sadness as of interest, for here in this handful of hoys, some of them 
the sole survivors of nations now swept from the earth, were represented the 
few who had availed themselves of this boon of education which the government 

extends to the offspring of its meanest citizens. 

The order of Foresters formed the next 
division, the Illinois lodges being represented, 
with many from states adjoining. Other features 
of the procession were the Royal Orangemen, 
the members of athletic clubs in their gray 
gymnasium suits, followed by Highlanders, Norse¬ 
men, Danes, and Scandinavians in civil or 
military garb. The appearance of the sons ol 
veterans was the' signal for a discharge of minia¬ 
ture cannon, loaded with lire-crackers, and shot 
from [i mammoth float, built in imitation 
of the Monitor , and manned by veterans of 
were cadets in blue and gray uniforms ; 

guards in zouave uniforms; there were colored troops, with a (oloird 
lodge of the knights of Pythias, and there were a thousand well-drilled 
youths from high schools, grammar schools, and training schools. Nor 
should we forget the Catholic division, which in number exceeded all 
the rest, including Catholic foresters and knights, members of the 
Catholic Benevolent league and of the 
ancient order of Hibernians, with thousands 
of others from almost every class and nation 
in the world. 

Though somewhat ponderous, and 
composed of such heterogeneous elements 
as had never before been grouped in the 
ranks of a parade, it was an interesting 
procession, one compared with which a military march is of small significance. 

Here was the initial celebration of the greatest of all human triumphs, the triumphs 
of peace, of arts and industries, greater than were ever achieved by the armies ol 
a Caesar or a Scipio. Here were assembled people of all nationalities, ages, and 
conditions in life, from grizzled veterans of the civil war, bearing aloft their 
country's banner, to rosy-cheeked boys and girls, waving then miniature Hags. 

11 ere in the same line marched the 1 euton and Sclav, the Orangeman and 

Catholic, the African negro and the American 
Indian. hoes by heredity became as brothers, 
and under the colors of the great republic marched 

scores of thousands of foreign birth, whose forefathers had met on many a 
blood)' field. The hatreds and jealousies of olden days were laid aside ; for 
now all were Americans, native, naturalized, or by 
sympathy, all were freemen, and as proud of their 
citizenship as of their country. 


MEDAL PRESENTED DESIGNERS 


HENRY WATTERSON 


Before sunrise on the 21st the inhabitants 
of Chicago were awakened by the deep-voiced 
intonation of artillery, announcing the anniversary 
of the day when, four centuries ago, the great 
discoverer set foot on the shore of this western 
wilderness. An hour later a million of people were 
in the streets, two-thirds of whom were journeying 
toward the place of the Fair, or to the park 
adjacent, where was to be held such a military 
parade as was never witnessed on the short's of Michigan. By noon at least a 
quarter of a million souls were gathered within the Exposition grounds, and then 
it was that their extent was for the first time fairly tested. So far from any 
symptom of crowding or inconvenience, it appeared rather as a holiday gathering 

and with ample room to spare. On entering the gates, the first question asked by visitors, one of another, 
was : *’ \\ here is the crowd ? But, as one of those aptly remarked, ‘‘'You could put a million of people heie 
before the place would have a crowded look. I hrongs there were, at times on the broad avenues and 
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and spacious promenades ; but at no hour of the day was there jostling or other 
an instant was there anything resembling a blockade. The Columbian guards, 
preservation of order, found themselves with nothing to do ; for there was no 



N E L SC N A MiLES 


esplanades, the wide bridges 
discomfort, and never for 
stationed here and there for the 

disoidm. Aiound some point where a landscape vista or a gem of constructive art arrested the attention, a 

crowd might linger for a moment; but then a polite remonstance was sufficient, 
and this uttered in such tones that the most captious could not take offense. 

It was one of those bright October days, perhaps the most perfect weather 
witnessed in the city by the lake, and brightly shone the temples of the Fair 
in the' mellow autumn sunlight, amid flutter of streamers and pennants from 
flagstaff, dome, and turret. The waterways were smooth and mirror-like, the 
greensward that arrayed their banks in robes of emerald contrasting with the 
sombre hues of the autumnal foliage. For the occasion the great hall of 
Manufactures had been converted into a vast auditorium, no pillar obstructing 
the view amid all its covered acres. The decorations were in excellent taste, 
and among them none attracted more attention than the banner of the Columbian 
exposition, here for the first time displayed. In shape it was triangular, its 
field divided into blue and white, the colors of the lake and of the Exposition 
buildings. Its sides were fringed with green, gold, and buff, and near tlu.' staff, 
encircled by a laurel wreath, were four Cs wrought in Gothic capitals, the initials 
of the words Cycles, Christopher, Columbus, and Chicago, the number of C s 
representing the four hundredth anniversary of the event which the Fair 
commemorates. 

Some two hours after noon the head of the procession, preceded by an escort of cavalry, entered the 
Exposition grounds. When, side by side, the vice-president of the United States and the president of the 
Columbian commission passed down the centre aisle, a cheer broke forth from a 
hundred thousand persons, such as perhaps had not been heard since Lincoln reviewed 
at Gettysburg the army of the Potomac. An instant later the director-general 
touched an electric signal, and as with one grand burst of orchestral melody the 
opening strains of the Columbian march, swelled by a chorus of five thousand voices, 
rolled through the great auditorium, a hush fell on the multitude, stricken with amaze 
as though the huge dome had been shaken by the crash of thunder. A momentary 
silence greeted the final notes, silence even more impressive than the music itself ; 
and then came a tumult of applause, stilled only by the outstretched hands of Bishop 
Fowler, by whom were offered the opening prayer and thanksgiving ; but except for 
the orchestra and choruses, little that was said or sung on this occasion could be 
heard bevond a radius of a few hundred feet. 

Taking advantage of the stillness that followed the conclusion of prayer, the* 
director-general stepped forward and delivered the introductory address, then turned 
to Mayor Washburne, by whom were tendered to the assembled guests the city’s welcome and hospitalities. 
Next on the programme was the reading of selected verses of the Commemoration ode, written by Miss Harriet 
Monroe, and read by Mrs. Sarah C. Le Moyne, a portion being set to music and rendered by the orchestra 

and chorus. 

By the chief of construction were introduced 
Columbian Exposition its artificers, to each of whom 
orchestra meanwhile rendering Mendelssohn’s ode to ‘ 
stepped forward the president of the Board of Lad} 

explained their work,—the organization of women for mutual aid, the widening sphere 
of woman’s usefulness, and the methods whereby that sphere may be enlarged. 

By the 1 president of the Exposition the buildings were transferred to T. \Y. 
Palmer, president of the National Commission, who, turning to Vice-president 
Morton, at the conclusion of his address, asked that he 
dedicate the buildings and grounds in the name of the 
government of the United States. After the orchestra had 
rendered the hallelujah chorus of the “Messiah,” the 
dedicatory oration was delivered by Henry Watterson. 

Then was sung “The Star Spangled Banner,” after which 
the Columbian oration was delivered by Chauncey M. 

Depew. The ceremonies concluded with prayer by Cardinal Gibbons, the singing of 
Beethoven's “In Praise of God,” and the benediction pronounced by the Reverend II. 

( . McCook. While the solemn words of blessing still lingered on the ear, a momentary 
hush was broken by the crash of artillery, firing the national salute, and as the gray 
October twilight deepened into dusk, the audience slowly withdrew from a scene such as archbishop irelac 
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to the president of the 
was handed a medal, the 
The Sons of Art.” Then 
Managers, bv whom was 
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few among them had beheld, as few again shall behold. The following day was given to the dedication of 
such of the state buildings as were completed, or in condition to permit the ceremony, and after a welcome 
Sabbath of rest, the people of Chicago returned to their usual avocations. 


By foreign commissioners who had taken part in international exhibitions, it was declared, some weeks 


prior to the rst of May, that to open on that date would not be possible. 
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1 here were too many unfinished 
buildings, walls un plastered, 
leaky roofs, and the accumula¬ 
tion of debris. Moreover, on 
account of heavy snow-falls, 
followed by rain and thaw, the 
work of installing exhibits was 
delayed until long after the 
appointed time, and more than 
once suspended, those which 
were already unpacked being 
covered with tarpaulins, and 
thus preserved from injury. 
Such was the severity of the 
winter that the end of March 
drew near before this portion 
of the work could be thoroughly 
taken in hand. For this pur¬ 
pose a special department was 
organized and equipped, one 
capable of handling several 
hundred carloads a day, and with 
many miles of track connecting 


the buildings with railroad termini. From dawn till dusk, and from nightfall almost until daybreak, the trains 
were running goods intended for the Fair receiving the preference in right of way. Express lines were utilized, one 
of them forwarding by the first train of flat cars ever despatched by express a consignment of British works of art. 

It, as the opening day drew near, few of the departments were in presentable shape ; it even for some 
time aftei the opening men spoke of the Exposition as it would be, and not as it was, it was mainlv due to 
the tardiness of certain 
exhibitors, many of whom 
would not even pay for the 
additional labor needed 
to instal their wares. By 
the chiefs of d e p a r t- 
ments and their employes 
all that men could do was 
done, and had they been 
seconded by others they 
would have come nearer 
to fulfilling their expec¬ 
tations. From the hall 
of Ma nut a c t u re s and 
Liberal Arts came word 
that the building was 
practically co m plot e d 
and installation well ad¬ 
vanced. In the Agricul¬ 
tural building a number 
of states and foreign 
powers were at work on 
their pavilions, with 
others ready to com¬ 
mence. In the Electricity 

building many of the booths were either completed or nearing completion, with hundreds of men to remain at 
work for each of the remaining days, and, it need be, each of the remaining nights. In the hall of Mines and 
Mining exhibits were being rapidly delivered at the main entrance, and thence lifted by cranes and carried on 
trucks to their allotted space. 
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^ U: 1 transportation department it had been found necessary to increase the exhibiting space until. 
In< ^ Ull ’ n ,g special buildings, it covered nearly twenty acres. The roof had been seriously damaged by snow and 
U( ’' ,s<) tn;it lL m ust almost be recovered, thus delaying the work of installation. This accomplished, every 
being made to complete the preparations, a great transfer table being 

and passenger cars. In the Horti- 
being placed in position, and the 
be ready in time was trans- 
And so with the remaining 
one of their chiefs re- 
able features would 
uncompleted groups be 
as p o s s i b 1 e. In 
come forth forms, 
binations, and har¬ 
ing and enchanting 
world. ” 

visited the grounds a 
opening could best be 
of the now completed 
work an army of 40,000 
discipline that all seemed 
military parade. Some 
roads, in leveling roadways, and 
and still others in finishing stall 
on buildings, with thousands of painters 
tional thousands passing to and Iro, on 
Most striking of all was the endless procession of wagons 
and dravs, approaching the grounds from several directions in lines a quarter of a mile in length ; then, under 
the direction of the Columbian guards, falling into other lines already within the park, and proceeding on their 
wav with loads of materials and exhibits. In the opposite direction passed a similar line of empty vehicles, 
returning for new loads to the railroad depots. Inside the buildings a second army was at work, unpacking 
and installing exhibits, some by hand and some that must be lifted by derricks and wheeled on ears into place. 

Thus, if not completed by the 1st of May, the Columbian Exposition was, in proportion to its .scope and 
size, as far advanced as some others of the great world's fairs. Never, since the London 

Exhibition of 1851, and seldom even at our state and count)' tairs was the 

display in perfect readiness at the appointed time. 1 o the allot¬ 

ments of space some cxcep- 


efiort was 

used lor the handling of locomotives 
cultural hall exhibits were rapidly 
space of those who could not 
ferred to other applicants, 
departments, where, as 
marked, “all objection- 
di sap pear and all 
finished as speedily 
their stead would 
lines, curves, corn- 
monies, so bewilder- 
as to electrity the 
By those who 

few days before the , _ 

realized the magnitude • 

task. There was then at 
or 50,000 men, under such 
to move with the precision of 
were busied in cleaning the 
removing debris; others in gardening, 
decorations or putting the final touches 
and carpenters at work and with many addi- 
errands, on business, or acting as escort to visitors. 


a 
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was inseparable from the 
certain limits unlimited 
And now after 
of preparation, after so 


and 

written concern- 

so 1 

m ueh 

that was 

was 

untrue 

, its gates 1 

thrown opt 

•n. that all 

judg 

<■ for 

1 

itself how Wvj 

had 

1 > e e n a c c < > m - 



lions were taken, but this 
task of housing within 
collections. 

more than two years 
much had been said 
ing the. great display, 
true, so much that 
were about to be 
the wor 1 d migh t 
well or ill the work 
plished. 


As a part of the 
with the Columbian Expo- 
ing further with the annals of 
here be given to the naval review 
27th of April, for none of the presi- 
eordial response than the one extended 
to join the United States navy in rendezvous 
the review." Here were assembled, as one 



ceremonies con nected 
sition, and before proceed- 
the Fair, brief space may 
held in New York harbor on the 
dent’s invitations met with more 
to foreign powers “to send ships of w;ir 


agricultural building at Hampton roads and proceed thence to 

international fleet, thirts -live vessels of war, 
representing the best and most interesting naval specimens of Old and New World architecture, from the 
caravels of Columbus to the swiftest and most powerful of steel-plated cruisers. Other reviews there have been 
on a larger scale, as at Spithead in the jubilee year of England's queen ; but never before had the squadrons 
of Kivland and 1’ranee, of Russia and German)', of Italy and Spain, in line with those of other empires and 
monarchies, passed in parade before a president of the United States. 


On 


tin* 25th of April the fleet arrived in successive divisions in the lower inlet of New York harbor 
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and was brought to its anchorage ground in the upper bay by the British vice-admiral, whose flag-ship, the 

/ i/ kC ' l0d thC VaU 0t - thc sUirboanl ^livision- Next morning two guns from the American flag-ship 
m adclpJiia.' proclaimed the signal for opening the ceremonies. Two columns were formed in the Narrows, 
iet\u i n which passed the Dolphin* the vessel of the president, and the caravels of Columbus. To foreign 


contingents was assigned the New York side of tin 
commanded by the British vice-admiral Sir John 
I lopkins, whose squadron consisted of the flag-ship 
/Take and her three consorts, all powerful ships, 
ITh k-htilled and grim of aspect. 1 hen came the 


river where was the starboard division of the fleet, 
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Russian vessels, c o m m a n d e d by 
Admiral Koznakofi, and followed, in 
the order named, bv those of France. 
Italy, Spain, and Brazil. In the 
larboard or port division, anchored 
off the New Jersey shore, a dozen 
men-ot-war gave assurance that at 
length the Washington government 
has at least the nucleus of a navy. 
In the van of this section was the 
Philadelphia , the flag-ship of Rear- 
admiral Ghcrardi, followed bv a Ion" 
array of steel-armored cruisers, one 

of them named after the city of the Fair. Somewhat strangely their unbroken line of white contrasted with 
the sombre aspect of the English and Russian columns. The Argentine republics were each represented bv 
a single vessel, and in thc entire fleet there were lew better models of naval architecture than the German 
cruiser Kaiserin „ lugushu which, with her consort and the American ship Miantonomoh , formed the rear of 
the larboard division. 

In this peaceful pageant, and in the One which to follow, there was much to commend itself to 

the more thoughtful observer; for here were assembled in perfect harmonv, and morelv in honor of the 

occasion, the war vessels of all the great naval powers, a single squadron of which could, before nightfall, have 
laid waste the city New York. 

Next day companies of sailors and marines, landing from the fleet, were received by the first brigade of 

the national guard, and a parade followed. At the head rode the governor of New York, in company with 

General Horace Porter, followed in carriages by officers from the several squadrons, escorted by officers of the 
American navy. Then in four brigades came the first division, in which were detachments from all the United 
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States war-vessels. The 
array was much com¬ 
mended for its appear¬ 
ance and precision, the 
marines in their neat 
blue uniforms marching 
past in ranks as solid as 
the sections of a wall. 
The second division was 
composed of foreign con- 
tin gents, in front a 
column of British sailors, 
followed hv companies of 
marines, the artillery in 
dark b 1 u e u n i f o r m s, 
faced with crimson trim¬ 
mings, and the infantry 
in scarlet tunics and 
snow-white helmets, the 
latter ranking among the 
best drilled corps in the 
service. The Russians 
followed, with Grand 
Duke Alexander on their 
left, a choice body of 
men, of fine physique 
and sailor-like aspect. 

Next were the Italians, and those from the Argentine cruiser, and after them the Hollanders, the quaint, old- 
fashioned head-dress of their leading company contrasting strangely with the rest. Then a detachment of 

German sailors passed the reviewing stand in the so-called goose-leg step of the 
landwehr. Behind them was a battalion of French marines, in heavy marching 
order, and last of all a colored regiment of Brazilians. In rear of the second 
division were the naval reserves of New York and Massachusetts, with Gatling 
guns and rifled cannon. 


1 urn again from the queen city of the ocean to the queen city 
where the day that followed the naval parade was also one of mil it 
display. On this, the second day before the opening of the hair, 
the man} annals m Chicago were the signal for such greetings of we 
citizens never fail to accord to those whom they delight to honor, 
the duke of 


PRESICENT CLEVELAND 


Yeragua, the 
president of 
the United 
States, and the 
1 i b e r t y bell. 

In the later morning hours the lineal de¬ 
scendant of the great discoverer, attended 
by his suite, with his wife, his son and 
heir, C ristobal Colon y Aguilera, and others 
of his family and kin, was received at the 
railway station bv the Exposition authorities 
and conducted with due ceremony to the 
quarters prepared for his entertainment. 

A few minutes after noon President 
Cleveland and party were met by a com¬ 
mittee of welcome, and with the more 
demonstrative welcome! of an assemblage 
gathered to do honor not only to the chief 
executive of the nation, but to the citizen 
and the man. So cordial was his greeting 
that from the steps of his carriage to the 
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steps of his hotel he perforce remained with head 
-1 ■ uncovered, in response to the salutations of the 

multitude. With no less enthusiasm was received 

f, 

the liberty bell, which, since from the tower of 
Liberty hall were proclaimed its notes of freedom, 
had only twice before been removed—to escape des¬ 
truction at the hands of the British and for display 
at the New Orleans Centenary Exposition. After a 
circuitous and triumphal journey through Pennsyl¬ 
vania, Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois, this much revered 
relic of revolutionary days was drawn in procession 
by thirteen coal-black horses to its temporary home 
in the rotunda of the Pennsylvania building. 

The Monday following was the 1st of May, 
the date appointed for the opening of the World’s 
Columbian Exposition, The ceremonies were of the simplest, and may here 
be described with a brevity of phrase befitting the occasion. Before noon a 
quarter of a million of people were gathered within the grounds, most of them 
around the Administration building, in front of which the exercises were to be held, 
invited guests to take 

- an 
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grand stand were the 
atives, all in uniform 
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swelling at the close 
tones of fortissimo. 

Doctor Mil burn, and as his eyeless sockets were turned heavenward in supplication all stood with uncovered 
heads. Next was read by Miss Jessie Couthoui, attired somewhat in the fashion of ancient Castile, and with 

head-dress of Spanish lace entwined with the colors of Aragon, a poem entitled 
“The 1 Tophecy, composed for the occasion, and followed by W agner's overture 
to Kienzi. I wo speeches only were delivered, the 
director-general reviewing the history of the Fair, and, 
as he concluded, inviting the president to set in motion 
thi' machinery of the Exposition, with motive and light¬ 
ing power sufficient for all this vast display of industrial 
processes. 

Stepping to the front of the platform, as soon as 
the acclaim which greeted his presence would permit, 
the president delivered an address of which not the 
least commendable feature was its brevity. lie concluded 
with the following words: “Let us hold fast to the 
meaning which underlies this ceremony, and let us not 
lose thi' impressiveness of this moment. As by a touch 
the machinery that gives life to this vast Exposition is 
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now set in motion, so at the same instant let 
our hopes and aspirations awaken forces which 
in all time to come shall influence the welfare, 
the dignity, and the freedom of mankind.’’ 

As the final words were spoken, his hand 
rested for a moment over the spot where, 
amid the drapery of the national colors lay 
a golden \zcy and a small ivory knob. Then 
with a gentle, pressure on the button, all the 
ponderous machinery of the Fair was set in 
motion as at the touch of a magician’s wand. 

1 he fountains and sculptured groups of the 
central court shot forth their spray of silver; 
side by side with the colors of the United 
States was unfurled the banner of the Spanish 
admiralty, and the strains of the national 
anthem, rising at times above roar of acclaim 
and salute announced to the world the opening 
of its Columbian Exposition. 

Of the general features of the Exposi¬ 
tion, of its manifold attractions and its lew 
shortcomings, of its grounds and buildings, 
its artists and artificers, with the story of 
its evolution, its construction, and manage¬ 
ment, enough has been said in these the 
introductory chapters of my work. Be it now 
my task to describe, so far as pen and 
picture may, each of its departments and 
subdivisions, its groups and classes, together 
with the homes in which they arc housed. 

This 1 shall endeavor to present without prolixity of detail, without elaboration of technical and tedious 
description, and in the briefest of phrase that consists with the magnitude of my theme. 

ident of the Woman's branch, and Archbishop Ireland. Among 
those on the platform were William R. Hayes and J. H. Barrows, 
seated next to the ex-president, and near them, Cardinal Gibbons, 
bishop Fowler, and the postmaster-general; there were also several 
eminent divines, professors, and professional men, with governors of 
states, World's Fair commissioners, and other prominent men and 
women. After the rendering of the festival overture, followed with 
prayer bv Doctor Barrows, a few words of welcome were spoken by 
the chairman and by the president of the Woman's branch; then by 
Mrs Charles Henrotin, its vice-president, was delivered a brief salu¬ 
tation in honor of Queen Isabella. The oration of Archbishop Ire¬ 
land followed, and to his eloquent address all listened with wrapt 
attention. The singing of “America” by the entire audience, and 
the benediction by Doctor Harper, of the University ol Chicago, 
concluded the services. 

At the review in Washington park on the 21st there were more 
than 10,000 troops of all arms and at least 150,000 spectators. Only 
regulars and national guardsmen were in line except for the ( leve- 
land Grays, whose earkskiti shakos and handsome uniforms, with 
tiieir perfect marching formed a prominent feature in the parade. 
In their ranks were not a few of the wealthiest of Cleveland's citi¬ 
zens, among others a man worth $10,000,000, probably the richest 
private soldier in the world. 

Soon after nightfall, at a signal from the flash-light on the Man¬ 
ufactures building, a display of fireworks was held simultaneously, 
and with programmes almost identical in Washington, Garfield, and 
Lincoln parks, the spectacle being thus divided between different 
sections of the city to avoid overcrowding. In all there were prob¬ 
ably 200,000 people present, the largest gathering being at Lincoln 
park, on the northern side of the city. The opening piece was a 
flight of a hundred balloons, from which were discharged in mid-air 
flights of rockets, their colors changing from silver to red, from red 
to green, and from green to gold. Most of the pieces were aerial, 
among them being one representing the American flag; but the set 


World's Fair Miscellany.— 
Certain it is that if advertising and 
discussion assure success, the great 
show cannot prove a failure; for never 
before was any international perform¬ 
ance so talked about and written about 
by the thousands who entered the 
unfinished buildings during the dedi¬ 
cation services, and in the months 
that still intervened before the open¬ 
ing dav. With the scaffolding not yet 
removed, and an army of workmen 
toiling day and night at their task, it 
was felt that never before bail Amer¬ 
ican genius been so worthily presented. 
It was not the extended proportions 
of the site, nor that on this site were 
being reared the largest structures in 
the world; it was rather the beauty of 
combination, the harmony of scenic, 
artistic, and architectural effect that 
impressed the beholder. Never before 
had been seen such universality of scope and design; lor this was no 
local or sectional enterprise, one neither of the west nor east, but 
one in which were represented every quarter of the republic, every 
nation of Europe, of the Orient, and of antipodean regions, all con¬ 
tributing of the best which human art and ingenuity have thus far 
given to the world. 

Oil the evening of the (lav that witnessed the dedication ser¬ 
vices, were held at the Auditorium hotel, in the presence of some 
three thousand invited guests, the inaugural ceremonies of the 
World's Congress Auxiliary. On the right of the chairman, Charles 
G, Bouncy, president of the Auxiliary, was Rutherford B. Hayes, cx- 
president of the United States; on his left Mrs Potter Palmer, pres- 
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Pieces were most appreciated. One portrayed in fires of various hue 
the landing of Columbus; another the Santa Maria , a third the 
Bint a and Sana, faithfully depicting the quaint architecture of the 
galleons. “Chicago Welcomes the Nations” was a pleasing device; 
but the masteipiece of all was Niagara (alls, represented bv a frame¬ 
work of fire a hundred feet high, and in most realistic fashion. 

At the time when the milkmen were making their rounds, on the 
dark cold frosty morning of the 20th, thousands of people assembled 
in the neighborhood of the reviewing stand and there remained until 
the close of the procession. Only two hours and forty-live minutes 
were required by this army of 80,000 men to pass a given point, a 
feat, said generals Miles and Schofield, that broke till previous 
tet.onls, and one that was almost marvellous considering the time 
required for evolutions and other unavoidable delays. 

Seated in either wing of one of the stands were 1,500 school 
cInldien, with caps of red, white or blue, and so arranged as to rep- 
lesent the American llag. All of them carried banners, which they 
began to wave as the vice-president drew near, accompanied with 
singing and cheering. As his hat was raised in response to this sal¬ 
utation, another cheer arose, and still a third as again his silver- 
gray head was uncovered in answer to their greeting. 

No injuries occurred in the crush of October 20th, except for 
the fainting of a few women caused by the surging of the crowd as 
the vice-president entered the stand. For a time this mass of 
humanity waved to and fro like a field of grain before the wind; but 
a line of policemen forming on the street set their backs against the 
throng, and bracing their heels on the cobblestones, held them back 
by main force. Inspector Lewis said it was the largest crowd he 
had ever seen, and yet one easy to handle, for all save the roughs 
were disposed to assist the officers, who controlled the multitude 
without recourse to violence, though some were ejected in a fashion 
more expeditious than graceful. 

On the 19th ol October the Columbian anniversary was cele¬ 
brated in the schools, not only of Chicago but of the United States, bv 
exercises of which a programme had been prepared by the National 
Association of superintendents. There were essays, addresses, read¬ 
ings, declamations, and patriotic songs, and among the Catholic 
schools of Chicago a children’s parade reviewed by Archbishop Fee- 
han. Jn many of the assembly rooms was read an appropriate 
address styled “The Meaning of the Four Centuries,” and also an 
ode by Edna Dean Proctor, entitled “Columbia's Banner.” 

On the evening of the 19th a reception, followed bv a banquet 
and ball, was given by the citizens of Chicago, at the Auditorium 
hotel, in honor of vice-president Morton, visiting officials, the repre¬ 
sentatives of foreign powers, army and navy officers, and other per¬ 
sons of note. At the ball there were several thousand invited 
guests, and b\ envoys and embassadors it was pronounced to be on a 
par with the grandest of European court balls. As few others 
among the assemblage had ever been present at a court ball, this 
was a safe remark, although as true as diplomatic. 

On the evening of the 20th a military reception and ball were 
held at the First Regiment armory, Henry E. Turner acting as host. 

In addiLicm to the vice-president and his party, 1 find among the 
names of the more distinguished guests, those of sixteen governors, 
generals and colonels by the score, with here and there a judge or 
senator, ami several of the more prominent officials of the Exposi¬ 
tion. At the Fellowship club, on the same night, a dinner was given 
to the most eminent among the many thousands of visitors assem¬ 
bled to witness or take part in the dedication ceremonies, and in the 
personnel of the company was betokened, as never before, the 
universal interest displayed in the great World’s Fair. 

Curing the dedication ceremonies no fees were charged; but 
admission to the giouiuls was only by invitation or complimeiitarv 
ticket; to admit the general public would have imperilled the safety 
ol invited guests. 1 11 the hall of Manufactures and Liberal Arts 
seats were provided for about 75,000 people, with 2,500 reserved for 
the more distinguished personages, and 15,000 for those specially 


invited. All others were permitted to choose their seats in the 
order of arrival. 

In some other cities the anniversary was celebrated with 
paiailes, exeiciscs, 01 other demonstrations, each city and town 
selecting lor iiselt the kind of celebration that suited its taste. In 
New \ oik it was held on October 12th, and took the form of a mili- 
tui \ pageant, 50,000 men passing the reviewing stand in Madison 
Squaie, with a million or more of spectators lining the sidewalks of 
Broadway and Fifth Avenue. At night there was a civic procession 
to Central park, where was unveiled the statue of Columbus pre¬ 
sented by Italy to the United States. That the New York cele¬ 
bration was held on the 12th was due to the fact that, according to the 
Julian calendar, this was the day of the month on which the great 
discovery was made. If the same event had occurred after the 
adoption of the Gregorian calendar, the date would have been the 
-1st of Oetobei, or the one on which the occasion was generally 
observed. At Brooklyn there was a civic and military procession, a 
featuie of which was a division composed of 10,000 school boys, 
inarching with cadenced step and with the precision of veterans. At 
Boston the ringing of church bells and firing of national salutes at 
break of day was followed by suitable exercises, by the unveiling of 
a statue of Columbus on the cathedral grounds, and by a parade. At 
Philadelphia the exercises were held at the university of Pennsyl¬ 
vania. At Cincinnati there was a procession of some 30,000 civil¬ 
ians, and on the river a realistic imitation of the voyage and landing 
ol Columbus from vessels built after the fashion of his caravels. 

On the day before the departure of the fleet from Hampton 
roads, the caravels, escorted by Spanish war vessels sailed for New 
Oak, where they arrived and were hauled to their station on the 
night of the 24th, after being driven by stress of weather into Chesa¬ 
peake bay. Thus were the Santa Maria, Pinta , and Kina spared the 
ignominy of being towed like floating baby-carriages, in company 
with these mammoth squadrons and astern of some naval leviathan, 
into the ii\er which \ era/.zano discovered less than a score of years 
alter the death of Columbus. Thus also was avoided a ludicrous 
aspect in the arrival and initial manoeuvres of the fleet. 

I lie forenoon of the 27th was the time appointed for the naval 
review; but on account of rain this was postponed for two or three 
hours by order of President Cleveland. His reasons were that a fair 
afternoon was predicted by the Signal Service bureau and that the 
secretary of the navy, by whom he would be accompanied, was in 
such feeble health that exposure meant risk of life. 

By all it was conceded that apart from the drawbacks men¬ 
tioned, both review and parade were weil managed. At the former 
tiie passage was kept clear by tugs and torpedo boats, in conformity 
with the special powers conferred by congress. Yet such were the 
tai t and discretion displayed by those in command, that none had 
cause for complaint. 

On board the thirty-five vessels of the Columbian fleet theie 
were more than 10,000 officers, seamen and marines, the Russian 
flagship, Dimitri Donskoi, having the largest company, 570 in num¬ 
ber, and next, the British cruiser Blake. The latter was, as I have 
said, the most powerful ship in the fleet; but among those of the 
l cited States, there were splendid specimens of naval power and 
naval architecture. The Argentinian vessel Reave de /iilio was 
accredited with the highest rale of speed, reaching 22 . 7 ‘knots an 
hour. Next were the Blake, with 22 knots, the Kaiserin Augusta, 
with 20.7, and the Spanish ship Beirut Pegente with 20.6. Among the’ 
United States contingent there were several which approximated 
and one or two that exceeded a speed of 20 knots under a forced blast. 

Of the many interesting features of the land parade, there were 
none that excited more curiosity than the pet of the Tartar s crew, 
marching with solemn gait at the head of the British column— a 
goat bedecked with a mantle of gold-laced scarlet silk. 

A banquet at the New York Chamber of commerce closed a 
senes of entertainments and ceremonies lasting for the greater part 
of a week. 
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THE GOVERNMENT AND ADMINISTRATION DEPARTMENTS 

NLRSS it be lor metaphysics and moral philosophy, perhaps the least progressive 
of all human sciences is the science of government. Just as we arc to-day no 
nearer to a solution of the great questions with which Eliphaz the Temanite 
vexed the soul of the afflicted patriarch, so are we far from solving the political 
problems with which Pericles wrestled, and which Plato and Aristotle attempted 
in vain to demonstrate. Among the modern autocracies of Europe we find no 
such administrative faculty as was displayed by Philip of Mace don ; nor in the 
annals of the Athenian Republic do we find such crudities of legislation as those 
which deface our own, such abominations, for instance as the poll-tax, the tax 
on works of art and libraries, and other relics of a by-gone age. 

If, in these latter days of the nineteenth century, society is in some respects better regulated than when 
men selected as kings to rule over them the tallest and strongest of their number, little thanks are due to 
governors or government. Pointing to our armies and navies, our burden of taxation and our extravagant 
system of tax collection, to the costly and cumbersome machinery of national, state, and municipal adminis¬ 
tration, the nations of old might claim with some degree of reason that matters were better with them. In war 
each man took his share, his share of the lighting and of the expense, his share of the spoils in case of 
victory and of tribute in case of defeat. As to the other incumbrances, they would have banished them from 
their midst as quickly as would Carlyle the “scoundrel and sluggard protection societies." whose false philan¬ 
thropy he loved so well to deride. It history has taught us anything, it is that the weal or woe of a nation 
depends on the people rather than on the government, of which there is and ever has been too much. Nations 
become great not through, but in spite of their government. It at long intervals in the annals of our race, the 
dazzling generalship of an Alexander, a Ca-sar, or a Napoleon has raised a nation to the highest pinnacle of 
glory, such ephemeral splendors have ever been followed by collapse. The world has no use for such men, and 
no longer is it possible for any one man to shape its destinies or fashion its fate. That which the peoples of 
earth accomplish now-a-davs is the aggregate result of their intelligence, energy, and thrift, and in that result 
government figures at best as an insignificant factor and a necessary evil, whose greatest achievement would be 
to confine itself to its legitimate: functions. 


W ithin the six acres of space allotted to the government display it cannot be said that the authorities 
have failed to collect such a series of national exhibits as was contemplated in the organic act of the Exposi¬ 
tion. In one of the sections of that act are thus outlined the scope and purpose of this department: “There 
shall be exhibited at said exposition by the government of the United States, from its executive departments, 
the Smithsonian institution, the United States fish commission, and the National museum, such articles and 
materials as illustrate the function and administrative faculty of the government in time of peace, and its 
resources as a war power, tending to demonstrate the nature of our institutions and their adaptation to the 
wants of the people. Add to this such accessories as the naval exhibit, the life-saving and signal-service 
stations, the lighthouse, the hospitals, the weather bureau, all contained in si* pa rate buildings, and we have 
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probably the most complete collections ever grouped together for such a. purpose. 1 he entire depaitment 
planned under the control of the government board, composed of the chieis of its several divisions, and b\ 
which were expended to the best advantage the amounts appropriated for its purposes. 

To the character, scope, and arrangement of the government exhibits there arc few who will caie to 
take exception, but as to the buildings in which they are housed, the main edifice has been not inaptly teamed 
“the only discordant architectural note in Jackson park,” the only one erected, as it would seem, without 
consulting the Exposition architects, and as to design, differing as widely from its neighbors as decorative art 
differs from the mechanical process of manufacture. Its prominent site, moreover, north of the Manufactures 
hall and near the centre of the grounds, gives further emphasis to its unsightliness. I rue, 

unsightlv than the I average of government buildings, some of them deformed, most of them conn 

and nearly all in- ♦ artistic, which are being scattered broadcast about the republic at no small outlay 

in its plan there are certain commendable features, these are yet not enough to 

the- conventional monotony which appears inseparable from structural compositions 
national use. 


is 


ess 

ee. 


of treasure. 11 
r e 1 i e v c it fro m 
intended for 


•Sk 



In these 





remarks 1 cast no aspersion on its artificer, who, chosen for the task in virtue ot 

his office as supervising architect of the treasury department, 
labored under the burden of manifold duties and responsibilities, 
llis plan is well balanced, articulate, coherent, practical, and if 
somewhat cumbersome, with lack of due proportion and crudeness 
of decorative scheme, this is merely the fault of a system based 
rather on utility and tradition than on the recognized principles of 
art. In the architectural department at Washington there are 
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ENTRANCE GOVERNMENT BUILDING 

frequently planned from two to three¬ 
score public buildings at a time, many 
of them large and costly, and all of 
specified materials and workmanship. 

Only with thorough organization could 
such a task be accomplished at all, 
and no wonder that instead of a chaste 
and elegant composition, carefully de¬ 
signed and studiously elaborated, we 
have here a building planned amid the 
pressure of other work, with business-like 
despatch, and according to the estab¬ 
lished formulas handed down by a long 
succession of official architects. It is 
not the government building as a 
building that has provoked so much 

unfavorable comment, but the fact that it is out of place, that it is the only break in the symmetrical outlines 
which veil the huge dimensions of the Exposition temples, veils them so completely that the observer almost 

fails to notice their colossal proportions while admiring the haimony of effect. 

In the evolution of his scheme the architect of the federal edifice must provide for the several depart¬ 
ments of agriculture, war, justice, state, the treasury, the interior, the postoffice, the fish commission, the 
national museum, and the Smithsonian institution, with quarters for administration purposes and for special 
collections. For each of these suitable areas must be furnished, varying from a few hundred to more than 
twenty thousand square feet, and with an entire floor space of nearly 150,000 feet. The general plan includes 
a longitudinal hall, with subdivisions for the various groups, and flanked with parallel aisles Supported by rows 
of columns, and covered alternately with arched and gabled roofs, the loftier ot these aisles haring rieai-stoi) 
windows, so arranged that their light may penetrate the entire edifice. Intercepting them transversely is a 
central nave, with lateral passage-ways, and above which culminates the roof system, masked by a balustrade. 

From the centre of the main floor, at the intersection of hall and nave, is developed the domical treat¬ 
ment of the building, taking, below the roof, the form of an arched octagonal pavilion, and above, that of 
a podium with double windows, flanked by pilasters on each of its sixteen faces. On this arc supported the 
ribs of the dome, near the summit of which is a circular line of projecting windows, and above it a lantern, im 
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